2014 SMOKEFREEROCKQUEST – NATIONAL FINAL RESULTS
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Dub-roots four piece HeadChef from Wellington High School took out first place in this year’s finals of Smokefreerockquest at Auckland’s Q Theatre on Saturday night.
After regional finals held nationwide, the top six bands and three solo/duo performers played in front of a capacity crowd at the national final of New Zealand’s only nationwide, orginal youth music event.
HeadChef got their name from a friend who used to ‘cook us up the meanest feeds’, and are  Carlos McQuillan (rhythm guitar and vocals), Leon van Dijk (lead guitar and backing vocals), Dylan Quinn (drums) and Ted Bartley (bass and backing vocals). 
Spokesman Carlos McQuillan said it was the ‘funnest time ever’: “We had mentoring from Mike Fabulous (from the Black Seeds) that really helped us and we worked and reworked our songs - I think it was their structure and our performance that got us through.”
Second placed band was Joe’s Van from Mt Maunganui College, a trio with a six-year history in Smokefreerockquest. They are Cormac Seymour (lead guitar), Rory Priest (drums) and Jake Nicholas (singer and bass).
The solo/duo section was taken out out by Georgia Lines, from Tauranga’s Bethlehem College, who also won the Smokefree Women’s Musicianship award worth $1000 cash. 
Georgia said she plans to make music her life: “I want to surround myself with people who can help me. Smokefreerockquest has developed my songwriting – we all bring something to the competition and I guess the judges saw that in me tonight.”
Second placed was Cam Dawson, a profoundly blind Year 10 student at Manurewa High School. Cam is originally from Blenheim.
The judges were Jeff Newton (NZ on Air), Damian Daniels (FOUR), Hamish Jackson from NZ Rockshops and Kiwi music legends Anika Moa and Aaron Tokona (Weta, Cairo Knife Fight, AHoriBuzz).
Jeff Newton said the overall standard of the six bands was so high he’d have been comfortable with any of them winning. 
“Head Chef stood out for the quality of their songwriting, musicianship and performance – they were brave in what they shot for - with harmonies, rap and some surprising elements and complexities that they executed to a very high standard.”
Anika Moa described Georgia as ‘abolsutely fantastic’: “She was very entertaining, she dressed well, oozed confidence and is a very good songwriter – her songs nailed it.”
Head Chef win $10,000 of musical gear from the NZ Rockshops and their suppliers, while Georgia Lines wins $3000 worth; and both will get a $10,000 song and video package from NZ On Air, inclusion on the NZ On Air Kiwi Hit Disc, radio promotional support, and video play on youth music channel FOUR.  Both also win an all expenses paid, seven day tour to Fiji thanks to Unleashed Travel.
Smokefreerockquest attracted just on 700 entries this year. Winners from 23 regional finals sent in DVDs of their original music, and the top six bands and three solo/duos were selected in August by judges from the music industry. 
Other awards made on Saturday night were:
Third placed band, winning $3,000 in musical equipment from the Rockshop: Vivid, made up of Ash Parton (vocals and rhythm guitar), Ellie McBurney (lead guitar), and Kathleen Williams (drums) from Diocesan School for Girls, and Jade Paynter (bass) from Marist College.
The MAINZ Scholarship for outstanding musicianship, tuition fees for one year to a MAINZ Course, valued at $4800: Micah Van der Touw, Keri Keri High School
The APRA Lyric Award, $500 cash:  Elsie Whelan from Hutt Valley High School.
The Lowdown Best Song Award, having their song professionally recorded: Vacant City from Wairarapa College and Rathkeale College. 
The Smokefree Women’s Musicianship, $1000 cash: Georgia Lines from Bethlehem College in Tauranga. 
The People’s Choice Award: The Oxymorons from Gisborne Girls’ High School and Courtney Hate from Green Bay High School, who played the opener at the event as the prize for this award, voted on Facebook in the lead up to the final. 
The top six bands who played off at the Smokefreerockquest 26th national final were:  
The Bradas from Manukau’s Alfriston College, Vacant City from Wairarapa College & Rathkeale College, SODA BOYZ from Palmerston North Boys' High School and Freyberg High. Joe’s Van from Mt Maunganui College, HeadChef from Wellington High School and Vivid from Diocesan School for Girls and Marist College in Auckland. The Solo/duos finalists were:  Cam Dawson from Manurewa High School, ELAE from Garin College in Nelson and Georgia Lines from Bethlehem College in Tauranga
More info at sfrq.co.nz or facebook.com/thesfrq
Ends
For more information:
[bookmark: _GoBack]For further information on Smokefreerockquest 2014 please contact:
Jacquetta Bell - jacq@nelsonmedia.co.nz  03 546 9661 - publicist
Pete Rainey - pbrain@xtra.co.nz    021 747383  - director
Glenn Common - glenn@smokefreerockquest.co.nz  021 744 536 -  director
Matt Ealand -  matt@smokefreerockquest.co.nz, 027 555 7007  - national final coordinator
[see attached file: Head Chef wee.jpg] [see attached file: Georgia Lines wee.jpg]
Please credit photos to Imaginary Friend. (hi res images on request)
Contacts:
National Winner -  Band: Head Chef, Carlos McQuillan 027 628 9755
National Winner - Solo/Duo: Georgia Lines, 021 234 6944
Second place - Band: Joe’s Van, Jake Nicholas, 022 488 459
Second place - Solo/duo: Cam Dawson, 021 176 0435
Contact: 
Third Place - Band: Vivid, Kathleen Williams, 021 030 4558
Contact:
Smokefreerockquest – 26 years of musical success 
Smokefreerockquest is New Zealand’s only nationwide, live, original music, youth event. The series of over 40 events reaches audiences from the Far North to Invercargill. Founded in 1989 by music teachers Glenn Common and Pete Rainey, who now run Rockquest Promotions full time out of Nelson, Smokefreerockquest has become a New Zealand institution. Smokefreerockquest 2014, powered by Rockshop, aims to motivate young musicians to prove their ability and realise their goals in their music careers, and to encourage their peers to support 100 percent original New Zealand music. For more information visit www.sfrq.co.nz
Smokefree Pacifica Beats
Smokefree Pacifica Beats recognises and reflects the unique cultural identity of Aotearoa New Zealand and the South Pacific. The event started in 1994 as the Urban Beats Award within Smokefreerockquest and has steadily grown into a competition in its own right. Smokefree Pacifica Beats participants must demonstrate a cultural component in their songwriting and performance, which gives the young musicians the opportunity to prove their ability, combined with cultural relevance. 
With events across seven regions, Smokefree Pacifica Beats provides another platform for developing and growing young music talent in Aotearoa. The hall of fame includes Nesian Mystik, the only New Zealand band to ever have ten singles all certified gold or platinum.
Hall of Fame
Musical successes from Smokefreerockquest over its 26-year history include Kimbra, Broods, Midnight Youth, Aaradhna, Opshop, Evermore, Ladyhawke, Minuit, Kids of 88, Die!Die!Die!, NO, Annah Mac, Bang!Bang!Eche!, Streets of Laredo, Joel Little, Cairo Knife Fight, Cut Off Your Hands, the Datsuns, Brooke Fraser, Anika Moa, Kora, Anna Coddington, The Electric Confectionaires, Steriogram, Spacifix, Phoenix Foundation, The Feelers, The Black Seeds, Nesian Mystik, Bic Runga, The Checks, Julia Deans, King Kapisi, The Naked and Famous, Autozamm and Elemeno P. 
Smokefree’s - Smoking Not Our Future Campaign
Smokefreerockquest and Smokefree Pacifica Beats play a large part in helping HPA’s successful ‘Smoking Not Our Future’ campaign get its key messages in front of a large audience of young people. Smokefree has been the naming rights sponsor of Smokefreerockquest for 24 of its 26 years and this longstanding partnership has been mutually beneficial. This year young people have again been asked to join ‘The Movement’, which encourages youth to  get more involved in helping New Zealand become smokefree by 2025. Smokefreerockquest and Smokefree Pacifica Beats help students make protective connections to their schools, other students and communities and they also develop new skills and aspirations for their futures. For more information visit Facebook.com/notourfuture.
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