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ExecutiveExExExecutiveecutiveecutive SummarySummarySummarySummary

IntroductionIntroductioIntInt nroductionroduction

ALAC has extended the focus of its Youth Drinking Campaign to include 
the parents and caregivers of teenagers. In this regard, a 
communications programme targeted at the parents of Youth, 14 to 18, 
was launched on Sunday, April 16 2000. 

This report presents the results of a Benchmark survey of parents of 14 
to 18 year old Youth conducted prior to the commencement of the 
campaign. As such, it provides a baseline for the evaluation of the 
campaign. 

A total of 403 parents of teenagers were interviewed by telephone 
between 16 March and 5 April 2000, with specific quotas set in terms of 
ethnicity so that a large enough sample of Māori parents could be 
interviewed and their results analysed with confidence. At the processing 
stage, results were weighted in order to ensure they reflected the actual 
population of parents. 

An important output of the Benchmark survey is to establish key 
indicators which will be used to track changes in parents’ recognition of, 
and concern with alcohol as an issue for teenagers, feelings of 
empowerment in regard to dealing with teenagers and alcohol, and their 
level of involvement in this aspect of their teenagers’ lives. Monitors will 
be conducted at appropriate intervals to track movement in these key 
performance indicators. 
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Key findingsKey findingKeKe sy findingsy findings

The main findings of the Parents Benchmark survey may be summarised 
as follows: 

Alcohol and teenagers is on parents’ agenda in a wider context 
When respondents were asked “what is the greatest concern that parents 
have to deal with when their children become teenagers”, more 
respondents first mentioned other issues (e.g. drugs and peer pressure) 
than alcohol per se. 

However, what is clear is that alcohol is an issue that is considered in the 
context of wider concerns to do with safety; for example, in relation to 
drink driving, drugs, aggression, etc. 

In fact, when considered in this way, alcohol was an issue, on an 
unprompted basis, for just less than one half of respondents (44%). 

Few parents are especially concerned with the issue 
Despite this, only 16% of respondents expressed any feeling of real 
concern. In fact, twice as many (32%) parents of 14 to 18 year old 
teenagers were not at all worried, with the great majority falling 
somewhere in between these two extremes. 

Note that for the purposes of analysing this Benchmark survey 
respondents have been segmented into three groups or segments based 
on their level of concern; 32% have been classified as “Unconcerned”, 
27% “Somewhat concerned” and 41% “More concerned”. Maori parents 
tended to be more concerned. 

There is a discrepancy between what parents think is happenin
and what teenagers report is happening 
One of the possible reasons why there is such a relatively low level of 
concern is that a relatively small proportion of respondents believed 
their teenager was drinking to excess. 

Although three-quarters (77%) acknowledged that their teenager drank 
alcohol, only 37% believed they binged. (We know from the ALAC Youth 
Drinking Monitor, that 64% of Youth report they binge at least once every 
three months.) 

Another reason may be because parents believe they have control 
of the situation, as they control their teenager’s alcohol supply 
Two-thirds (64%) of the parents of 14 to 17 year olds who believed their 
teenager drank alcohol (50% of the parents of all 14 to 17 year olds) 
reported that they provided their teenager with alcohol and as such, they 
are their major suppliers. Fewer Maori parents (47%) reported supplying 
their teenagers with alcohol. As an aside, note that very few (11%) 
reported giving them money to buy alcohol (9% of the parents of all 14 to 
17 year olds). 
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While this is not necessarily a bad result, given that they may be 
providing alcohol under quite controlled conditions, what is concerning is 
that almost one-third (31%) of those who believed their teenager drank 
(25% of the parents of all 14 to 17 year olds) reported that, on at least 
one occasion in the last six months, they had given their teenager alcohol 
to take to a social event they were not attending themselves. Fewer 
Maori parents were likely to do this (25% cf 31% for non-Maori). 

Furthermore, many (49%) of these respondents (11% of the parents of all 
14 to 17 year olds) had given them the equivalent of five or more 
servings on the last occasion they had done this. More Maori parents 
were likely to supply five or more servings compared with non-Maori 
parents (59% cf 49%). 

Some parents also believe that experiences with alcohol are an 
important rite of passage 
Another reason for the relatively low level of concern may be because 
there is a small, but not insignificant group of parents who believe that 
getting drunk is part of having fun as a teenager (16%) and that it is in 
fact OK for their teenager to get drunk sometimes (23%). 

Parents acknowledge that it is primarily their responsibility 
Against this background, it is important to note that, almost without 
exception, respondents agreed (92%) that the primary responsibility for 
helping teenagers learn how to handle alcohol responsibly belonged to 
parents. 

Parents overstate how well they are managing the situation 
However, in comparison to what their teenagers report they do, there is a 
tendency for parents to overstate how they are managing alcohol and 
their teenagers. 

For example, parents claimed they discussed the subject of alcohol with 
their teenagers, set clear rules and limits, and curfews and discussed 
their socialising with the parents of their friends, but teenagers report 
they do this to a much lesser degree. 

There is a tendency to ‘point the finger’ when there are problems 
Whereas parents are prepared to accept responsibility for helping their 
teenagers learn how to handle alcohol responsibly, they are less likely to 
be accountable for any problems that arise. 

As a result, when asked about the problems they might experience when 
trying to deal with their teenager in relation to alcohol, there was a 
tendency for respondents to blame other people than themselves; 
including their teenager, their partner and/or their teenager’s friend’s 
parents. 

Parents have a limited and fragmented view of the support channels
available 
Consolidating matters further is the fact that parents have a very limited 
and fragmented view of the support channels and networks that are 
available to help them deal with alcohol and their teenager. 

Either semi-formal sources of support (e.g. school, church, extended 
family) or formal and perhaps not particularly appropriate sources (e.g. 
AA, the Police) were most frequently mentioned. 
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There was only a very limited awareness of the Alcohol Helpline (4%) 
and ALAC’s web page (3%). 

There is currently little use of support channels 
Parents’ actual use of support channels of any nature, informal to formal, 
was limited with 79% having made no use of any channel whatsoever. 
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ConclusionsConclusionCoCo snclusionsnclusions

The results of this Benchmark survey of parents supports ALAC’s 
decision to extend the focus of its Youth Drinking Campaign aimed at 
Youth to include the parents and caregivers of teenagers. 

Our key take-out is that there is a concerning proportion of parents who 
are not engaged with their teenager on the subject in question and that a 
sense of liberalism permeates the area (also evident in the current ALAC 
Youth Drinking Monitor). 

Therefore, moving forward, key communication objectives/targets need 
to be: 

1. To increase understanding that binge drinking is a problem that 
parents should be concerned about and should be taking 
positive action about. Acknowledging responsibility is not enough. 

2. To help increase awareness that binging is more prevalent than 
parents currently think. 

3. To increase the proportion of parents who place alcohol and 
teenagers on their agenda (currently 44% on an unprompted basis). 

4. To encourage parents to adopt better management practises and 
accept responsibility for more affirmative action in regard to alcohol 
and their teenagers, and; 

• 	 to not feel they have to overstate they are in control of the 
situation, and 

• 	 that they are not alone - there are good models to follow and 
support channels available. 

5. To encourage parents to exercise constraint when supplying 
alcohol to their teenagers, 

• 	 specifically in social situations that they will not themselves attend, 
and 

• 	 that volumes provided should more closely match those that are 
considered to come within safe limits. 
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1.1.1.1. Introduction and objectives
Intr jectivIntrIntroduction and ob esoduction and objectivesoduction and objectives

1.11.11.11.1 IntroductionIntIntIntroductionroductionroduction

In recognition of the critical role played by adults in helping young people 
learn to handle alcohol responsibly, ALAC has extended the focus of its 
Youth Drinking Campaign to include parents and caregivers (hereafter 
referred to as “parents”). 

A communications programme, which includes television and radio 
advertising has been developed to target the parents of Youth, 14 to 18. 
This campaign was launched on Sunday, April 16 2000. 

This report presents the results of a Benchmark survey of parents of 14 
to 18 year old Youth conducted prior to campaign inception. As such, the 
survey information provides a baseline measure of parental recognition 
and concern in relation to teenagers and alcohol against which campaign 
impact can be evaluated. 

An important objective of the Benchmark survey is to establish key 
indicators which will be used to track changes in parents’ recognition of, 
and concern with alcohol as an issue for teenagers, feelings of 
empowerment in regard to dealing with teenagers and alcohol, and their 
level of involvement in this aspect of their teenagers’ lives1. Monitors will 
be conducted at appropriate intervals to track movement in these key 
performance indicators. 

The Benchmark survey also segments parents according to their level of 
concern with their teenager in relation to alcohol. This will allow for 
results to be reviewed by each parental “concern” segment, thereby 
assisting with campaign targeting. 

1 To an extent, measures are comparable with some undertaken in the Youth Alcohol 
Monitor. 
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1.21.21.21.2 ObjectivObjeObjeObje esctivesctivesctives

The specific objectives of this Benchmark survey are defined as follows: 

• 	 (Using the framework provided by the previous qualitative research2) 
to accurately quantify the present situation as it relates to parents of 
teenagers on the issue of alcohol and their teenagers. 

• 	 To develop realistic goals and targets based on the present 
situation. 

• 	 To provide a basis on which to track and evaluate how parents’ 
attitudes, and hopefully their behaviour, in relation to their teenagers 
and alcohol change over time. 

1.31.31.31.3 OutOutOutOutputputputput

In order to meet these objectives, the Benchmark survey questionnaire 
has been designed to: 

• 	 Measure the extent to which the issue of alcohol and teenagers is on 
parents’ agenda. 

• 	 Identify how, and to what extent, this translates into affirmative action, 
if at all. 

• 	 Verify the parental segmentation identified by the qualitative research3 

(i.e. the three segment solution of “involved”, “partially involved” and 
“uninvolved” parents). 

• 	 Identify the main issues inhibiting parents from taking affirmative 
action in this area (e.g. access to practical sources of information and 
advice, feelings of lack of empowerment, competing priorities). 

• 	 Identify how parents think teenagers are obtaining alcohol. 

• 	 Identify parental support channels; and identify how informed parents 
are about legislative changes. 

2 Ibid, Targeting Parents: Advertising Concept Pre-testing, 25 November 1999. 
3 Ibid 
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2.2.2.2. Method
MethodMethodMethod

2.12.12.12.1 ApprApprApprApproacoacoacoachhhh

This Benchmark survey is based on telephone interviews conducted with 
a total of 403 parents, or legal guardians, of teenagers aged 14 to 18 
years. The interviewing was conducted between Thursday, 16 March and 
Wednesday, 5 April 2000, prior to the parent campaign beginning on 
Sunday, 16 April 2000. 

Interviewing was carried out by fully supervised telephone interviewers, 
based at BRC Marketing & Social Research’s centralised interviewing 
facility in Wellington. 

Interviews were conducted between the hours of 3.00 p.m. and 8.30 p.m. 
weekdays and during the weekends. A minimum of three calls (an initial 
call plus three call backs as necessary) to a sampled household were 
completed at different times of day, in an effort to contact a person 
qualified to participate. On average interviews took between 15 and 20 
minutes to complete. 

Respondents were interviewed if they were the parent or caregiver of a 
teenager aged 14 to 18 years and the teenager lived within their 
household for at least two days per fortnight. This criterion was applied to 
ensure that parents and guardians with shared care arrangements were 
also included in the sample. 

Where a respondent had more than one teenager in the age bracket 14 
to 18 years, questions were asked in relation to the oldest child. 

Specific quotas were set so that Māori parents were over-sampled. This 
was so that the results for Māori parents could be examined with 
confidence (see Section 2.3 following). 

Telephone numbers were derived from a combination of random dialing 
and the Electoral Enrolment Centre’s databases. In the case of the 
EEC’s databases, used specifically to efficiently interview Māori parents, 
individuals identifying as Māori were first randomly selected and then 
their contact addresses were tele-matched, using a service provided by 
Telecom. At the first point of contact, they were then asked whether they 
qualified (i.e. they were the parent of a teenager). 
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At a secondary level, quotas were also set by parental gender and the 
age of the oldest teenager within the 14 to 18 year age bracket. 

Because Māori were over-sampled, results have been weighted to reflect 
the actual population. This is a common procedure in market research. 
The weighting parameters for this procedure were obtained from 
Statistics New Zealand, and are based on the ethnicity and gender 
breakdown of parents with children aged 14 to 18 years inclusive4. 

Based on qualifying respondents, the response rate for the survey was 
23%. This is relatively low, but was largely influenced by the complexity 
of the stratified sampling approach adopted. It should, however be noted 
that the response rate for Māori parents was relatively higher (33%). 

4 1996 Census of Population and Dwellings, Statistics New Zealand. 
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2.22.22.22.2 QuestionnairQuQuQuestionnairestionnairestionnaire developmenvelopmvv entelopmentelopmente dee dee de

Prior to the finalisation of the questionnaire, cognitive pre-testing and 
piloting was conducted to ensure that questions were being correctly 
interpreted by respondents, and that the interview flowed appropriately. A 
total of 12 pilot surveys were conducted. 

A copy of the questionnaire is included in this report as Appendix A. 

It should be noted that, given one of the objectives of this Benchmark 
survey was to determine the extent to which alcohol and teenagers was 
an issue for parents, the interview was first introduced in general terms 
rather than one specifically on the issue of alcohol and teenagers. 
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2.32.32.32.3 SampSampSampSample descriptioescriptioee nscriptionscriptionle dle dle d

Following is a demographic description of the respondents interviewed 
for this benchmark. All figures are based on the unweighted sample. 

Total Māori Non-Māori 
Sample parent parent 
n=403 n=130 n=119 

% % % 
Gender 

Male 40 37 42 
Female 60 63 58 

Total 100 100 100 
Ethnicity (multiple response 

possible) 
Māori 50 100 0 
NZ European 62 38 87 
Other European 5 3 7 
Samoan 0 0 0 
Cook Island Māori 1 2 0 
Tongan 0 0 0 
Niuean 0 0 0 
Other 3 1 5 

Total ** ** ** 
Highest educational qualification 

No school examinations 20 27 13 
School certificate 21 20 21 
6th Form Certificate 5 4 5 
University entrance or equivalent 6 5 7 
Trade Certificate or Advanced Trade 

Certificate 10 11 10 
Polytechnic Certificate or Diploma 15 17 13 
Teacher’s or Nurses’ Certificate or 

Diploma 7 6 8 
University diploma below degree level 3 3 4 
University degree 11 8 15 
Other 2 2 2 

Total 100 100 100 
Employment status 

Self-employed 20 15 24 
Full time salary or wage earner 44 42 46 
Part-time salary or wage earner 20 23 18 
Retired 1 2 0 
Full-time home-maker 7 10 4 
Student 2 2 2 
Unemployed 1 2 0 
Other beneficiary 5 5 4 

Total 100 100 100 
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 Total Māori Non-Māori 
Sample parent parent 
n=403 n=130 n=119 

% % % 
Occupation 

Clerical or sales employee 16 16 17 
Semi-skilled worker 9 9 9 
Technical or skilled worker 12 10 14 
Business manager or executive 13 9 16 
Teacher, nurse, police, other trained 

service worker 28 31 26 
Professional or senior govt official 5 2 8 
Labourer, manual, agricultural or 

domestic worker 16 23 8 
Farmer owner or manager 0 0 1 
Other (specify) 1 1 1 

Total 100 100 100 
Personal gross income 

Under $10,000 11 13 9 
$10,000 but less than $20,000 19 22 17 
$20,000 but less than $30,000 19 22 16 
$30,000 but less than $40,000 21 17 25 
$40,000 but less than $50,000 11 13 10 
$50,000 but less than $60,000 4 6 2 
$60,000 but less than $70,000 3 2 4 
$70,000 but less than $80,000 1 1 1 
$80,000 but less than $90,000 2 1 4 
$90,000 but less than $100,000 1 1 2 
$100,000 or more 1 1 2 
Don’t know 1 1 1 
Refused 4 4 4 

Total 100 100 100 
Marital status 

Married/living with partner 81 79 82 
Separated, divorced, widowed 16 16 17 
Never married 3 5 1 

Total 100 100 100 
Household income 

Under $10,000 0 0 1 
$10,000 but less than $20,000 4 7 2 
$20,000 but less than $30,000 8 11 5 
$30,000 but less than $40,000 12 12 13 
$40,000 but less than $50,000 14 14 14 
$50,000 but less than $60,000 13 13 13 
$60,000 but less than $70,000 12 13 12 
$70,000 but less than $80,000 7 6 8 
$80,000 but less than $90,000 7 7 7 
$90,000 but less than $100,000 5 6 4 
$100,000 or more 10 4 16 
Don’t know 2 2 2 
Refused 4 4 4 

Total 100 100 100 
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 Total Māori Non-Māori 
Sample parent parent 
n=403 n=130 n=119 

% % % 
Area 

Northland 6 10 1 
Auckland 24 16 32 
Waikato 5 6 3 
Bay of Plenty 13 19 7 
Gisborne 2 4 1 
Taranaki 4 2 5 
Hawkes Bay 7 9 5 
Manawatu 4 4 4 
Wairarapa 1 1 1 
Wanganui 2 2 2 
Wellington 11 10 11 
Marlborough 1 1 1 
Nelson 2 1 2 
West Coast 0 1 0 
Christchurch 10 7 13 
Timaru/Oamaru 2 2 2 
Dunedin 4 4 3 
Invercargill 3 3 3 

Total 100 100 100 
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3.3.3.3. Segmentation of parents
SeSeSegmentation of parentsgmentation of parentsgmentation of parents

3.13.13.13.1 SegmentaSeSeSe tigmentatigmentatigmentation approacpproacpp hproachproachon aon aon a

Campaign development researchCampaign development researcCamCam hpaign development researchpaign development research

Prior to the design of the ALAC parent campaign, qualitative research 
was conducted to identify how best to communicate with or engage 
parents about the issue of alcohol in relation to teenagers 5. 

This research identified three segments of parents according to their 
level of action or “behavioural involvement” with their teenagers on the 
subject of alcohol. 

These segments were as follows: 

• 	 “Uninvolved” parents - parents who have not contemplated taking 
action, because they believe that alcohol is not an issue for their 
teenager, due to the age of their teenager, and/or their teenager’s 
supposed non-involvement with alcohol. 

• 	 “Partially involved” parents - these parents recognise that alcohol is 
an issue which needs to be addressed with their teenager, but have 
not taken action due to uncertainty about what action to take, and/or 
perceptions that action would be too difficult and/or ineffectual. 

• 	 “Involved” parents - parents currently taking action aimed at helping 
their teenager learn how to handle alcohol responsibly. 

Benchmark segmentationBenchmark segmentatiBB onenchmark segmentationenchmark segmentation

Given this qualitative segmentation, questions were designed and 
included in the Benchmark survey specifically to verify the segmentation. 
Careful analysis of these questions suggested that a segmentation of 
parents based on their level of action or “behavioural involvement” 
produced a limited solution in terms of clarity and discrimination. 

In comparison, a segmentation based on the extent to which parents 
were concerned about their teenagers and alcohol produced a much 
clearer and more useful segmentation given ALAC’s overall objectives. 

5 ALAC Youth Campaign: What Are Parents looking For?, 24 September 1999; Targeting 
Parents: Advertising Concept Pre-testing, 25 November 1999. 
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3.23.23.23.2 Segmentation resultsSe sultSeSegmentation re sgmentation resultsgmentation results

In order to produce the segmentation of parents based on the extent to 
which they are concerned about their teenagers and alcohol, parents 
were asked how concerned they felt about their own teenager and 
alcohol. A scale of one to ten was used to gauge parents’ level of 
concern; with a zero point indicating an absence of concern and 10 an 
extremely high level of concern. 

The following table shows a wide range of responses (and, therefore, 
levels of concern) were given to this question, although only a minority 
(16%) of parents expressed higher levels of concern. 

Table 1: Level of concern 

Q8. On a scale of zero to ten, how worried would you say you are about your teen and 
alcohol. Please let zero represent not at all worried and ten represent extremely worried. 

Total Total 
sample sample 

n=403 n=403 
% frequency 

0 (not at all worried) 34 91 
1 9 37 
2 8 30 
3 13 41 
4 10 36 
5 15 67 
6 5 23 
7 6 21 
8 5 23 
9 2 6 
10 (Extremely worried) 3 27 
Don’t know 0 1 
Total 100 403 

Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding.


After experimentation with different groupings, it was decided to base the 
parental segmentation on three segments as follows (note that one 
respondent was unable to be classified as this parent gave a “don’t 
know” response to the question): 

Table 2: Parental “concern” segments 

n= % 
1.“Unconcerned” (rating of 0 - 1) 128 32 

2.“Somewhat concerned” (rating of 2 - 4) 107 27 

3.“More concerned” (rating of 5 - 10) 167 41 

Total 402 100 
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4.4.4.4. SeSeSeSegment profileofofofilesilesilesgment prgment prgment pr

4.14.14.14.1 “More concerned” parents“M d” parent“M“More concerne sore concerned” parentsore concerned” parents

Two-thirds (68%) of parents were categorised as being either “More” or 
“Somewhat concerned” about alcohol and their teenager. 

Note that there are more “More concerned” parents (41% of the total 
sample) compared to “Somewhat concerned” parents (27% of the total 
sample). 

It is however important to note that, as a group, given the way they have 
been defined, “More concerned” parents represent quite a wide range of 
parents. As noted above, 16% of this group rated their concern at a 
relatively high level, whereas most gave a mid-range rating to express 
their level of concern (26%). 

Demographic profile 

Compared to the parents in the other two segments, “More concerned” 
parents have the following demographic profile: 

• 	 They are more likely to be female (61% cf. “Somewhat concerned” 
parents at 53% and “Unconcerned” parents at 50%). 

• 	 They comprise a greater proportion of Māori parents (20% cf. 
“Somewhat concerned” parents at 10% and “Unconcerned” parents at 
11%). 

• 	 They are more likely to have younger children in their household (i.e. 
under 14 years of age) and less likely to have older children (i.e. over 
18 years of age). Fifty seven percent (57%) have children under 14 in 
their household (cf. 49% for “Unconcerned” parents) and 34% have 
children over 18 years of age (cf. 42% for “Unconcerned” parents). 

• 	 They are less likely to have tertiary qualifications. Nine percent (9%) 
have a university degree compared to 15% for “Unconcerned” 
parents. Forty two percent (42%) have no school qualifications or 
only School Certificate. 

• 	 Perhaps reflecting the disproportionate number of female and the 
relatively low educational attainment level, a greater proportion (33%) 
have clerical or sales jobs or are semi-skilled workers compared 
to “Somewhat concerned” parents (22%) and “Unconcerned” parents 
(24%). 
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Own drinking behaviour 

“Most concerned” parents reported a drinking profile which in terms of 
incidence and frequency, and volumes drunk, is similar to that of the 
parents in the other two segments. 

They were likely to define themselves as either “light” (58%) or “medium” 
drinkers (25%), with over half (60%) drinking at least weekly or more 
frequently. 

However, they were more likely than parents in the other two segments 
to describe the heaviest drinker in their household as either a “medium” 
(49%) or “heavy” drinker (5%). In comparison, only 33% of 
“Unconcerned” parents described the heaviest drinker in their household 
as a “medium” drinker and 2% a “heavy” drinker. 

Oldest teenage child 

As noted earlier, where a respondent had more than one teenage child, 
14 to 18, they were asked to respond to the interview in terms of the 
eldest. 

When the age and gender profile of these children is examined, it would 
appear that a higher proportion of “More concerned” parents responded 
in terms of a male child (55% cf. 46% for “Unconcerned” parents). There 
is also a tendency for the child they responded in terms of to be older 
(i.e. 17 or 18) (41% cf. 37% for “Unconcerned’ parents). 

Youth and Alcohol. Benchmark survey of parental concern 20 



4.24.24.24.2 “Somewhat concerned” parents“ rned” parent““Somewhat conce sSomewhat concerned” parentsSomewhat concerned” parents

At 27%, “Somewhat concerned” parents are slightly smaller in size than 
“Unconcerned” parents (32%). 

Demographic profile 

Few demographic factors distinguish this segments compared to the 
parents in the other two segments. The following are the exceptions to 
this overall observation: 

• 	 A greater proportion tend to have educational qualifications above, but 
including University entrance level than parents in the other two 
segments. For example, 19% claim they have a University degree. 

• 	 To an extent this is reflected in the fact that a greater proportion than 
the parents in the other two segments are in full-time salary or wage 
earning positions (58% cf. 37% for “Unconcerned” and 48% for “More 
concerned” parents). 

• 	 A greater proportion than the parents in the other two segments 
identify themselves as Business managers (23% cf. 10% for 
“Unconcerned” and 13% for “More concerned” parents). 

• 	 Finally, personal and especially household incomes appear to be 
higher than for those of the parents in the other two segments. For 
example, 20% claim to have household incomes of $100,000 or more 
compared to 14% for “Unconcerned” and 10% for “More concerned” 
parents. 

Own drinking behaviour 

Compared to the parents in the other two segments, there are no 
distinguishing characteristics in this area. Most are drinkers (93%), 64% 
drink at least once a week or more frequently, and most (74%) have up 
to two glasses per sitting. 

Oldest teenage child 

There are also few characteristics in terms of this area, although this 
segment has the largest proportion of teenagers who are 18 years of age 
(cf. 13% for “Unconcerned” and 18% for “More concerned” parents). 
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4.34.34.34.3 “Unconcerned” parents“ ent““Unconcerned” par sUnconcerned” parentsUnconcerned” parents

“Unconcerned” parents comprise about one third of all parents (32%). It 
is important to note that, although this segment comprises 
“Unconcerned” parents, they may not be literally unconcerned. In fact, 
they may be ‘unconcerned’ in the sense that they believe they are 
managing their teenager well in relation to alcohol. 

Demographic profile 

Compared to the parents in the other two segments, “Unconcerned” 
parents have the following distinguishing characteristics: 

• 	 They are the largest group of males (50% cf. 47% for “Somewhat 
concerned” and 39% for “More concerned” parents). 

• 	 They account for the lowest proportion of parents in full-time salaried 
and waged positions (37% cf. 58% for “Somewhat concerned” and 
48% for “More concerned” parents). 

• 	 They account for the largest proportion of Teachers, nurses, Police 
and other trained service workers (32% cf. 26% for “Somewhat 
concerned” and 23% for “More concerned” parents). 

• 	 Perhaps because of the relatively low proportion who have full-time 
jobs, “Unconcerned” parents account for the largest proportion with 
incomes less than $20,000 (33% cf. 18% for “Somewhat concerned” 
and 24% for “More concerned” parents). 

Own drinking behaviour 

Together with “Somewhat” concerned parents, “Unconcerned” parents 
were more likely to describe the heaviest drinker in their household as a 
Light drinker (53%) or a non-drinker (10%). 

There are no other distinguishing characteristics. Most are drinkers 
(83%), most drink at least once a week or more frequently (63%), and 
usually have up to two glasses per sitting (59%). 

Oldest teenage child 

Compared to the parents in the other two segments, “Unconcerned” 
parents were more likely to have answered the interview in terms of a 
teenager who was: 

• 	 Young (20% answered in relation to a 14 year old teenager cf. 14% 
for “Somewhat concerned” and 15% for “More concerned” parents). 

• 	 Female (54% cf. 45% for “Somewhat concerned” and 45% for “More 
concerned” parents). 

Youth and Alcohol. Benchmark survey of parental concern 22 



4.44.44.44.4 Segment characteristicsSe eristSeSegment charact icsgment characteristicsgment characteristics

The three parental “concern” segments are described in this section in 
terms of their: 

• Personal demographics. 

• Personal drinking behaviour. 

• Household profile. 

Personal demographicsPersonal demographicPP sersonal demographicsersonal demographics

Table 1. Gender (by parental “concern” segment) 

Total 
sample 
n=403 

% 

Un-
concerned 

n=128 
% 

Somewhat 
concerned 

n=1106 
% 

More 
concerned 

n=167 
% 

Male 
Female 

45 
55 

50 
50 

47 
53 

39 
61 

Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 2. Ethnicity (by parental “concern” segment) 

Q3. Thinking now about ethnicity, which of the following ethnic groups do you fit into? You 
can be more than one. Are you ...? 

Total Un- Somewhat More 
sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=167 

% % % % 
Māori 14 11 10 20 
NZ European (Pakeha) 80 79 83 78 
Other European 7 8 10 4 
Pacific Island 0 2 1 0 
Other 4 5 1 6 
Refused 0 1 0 0 
Total ** ** ** ** 
**Note: Totals may exceed 100% due to multiple response. 
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Table 3. Highest educational qualification (by parental “concern” segment) 

Q27. Finally, I just need to ask a few questions for classification purposes. Thinking about your 
education, which of these best describes your highest educational qualification? 

 Total Uncon- Somewhat More 
sample cerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=167 

% % % % 
No school examinations 14 17 6 19 
School Certificate 22 23 19 23 
6th Form Certificate 5 4 6 6 
University entrance or equivalent 7 3 11 8 
Trade Certificate or Advanced Trade 

Certificate 11 10 12 11 
Polytechnic Certificate or Diploma 13 13 11 15 
Teacher’s or Nurses’ Certificate or Diploma 8 10 9 5 
University diploma below degree level 4 3 5 3 
University degree 14 15 19 9 
Other 2 2 2 3 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
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Table 4. Employment status (by parental “concern” segment) 

Q28. At present are you….?

 Total Un- Somewhat More 
sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=167 

% % % % 
Self-employed 24 28 16 25 
Full-time salary or wage earner 47 37 58 48 
Part-time salary or wage earner (less than 30 

hours/week) 18 20 18 16 
Retired 1 2 0 0 
Full-time home-maker 5 5 5 3 
Student 2 1 1 3 
Unemployed 1 2 0 0 
Other beneficiary 3 5 2 3 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 5. Occupation (by parental “concern” segment) 

Q29. And what is your current occupation (or your occupation prior to retirement)? 
Sub Un- Somewhat More 

sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=264* n=77* n=78* n=108*

 % % % % 
Clerical or sales employee 16 18 11 21 
Semi-skilled worker 10 6 11 12 
Technical or skilled worker 13 12 16 12 
Business manager or executive 16 10 23 13 
Business owner or self-employed 0 0 0 0 
Teacher, nurse, police, other trained service 

worker 27 32 26 23 
Professional or senior government official 7 10 4 7 
Labourer, manual, agricultural or domestic 

worker 10 12 10 9 
Farmer owner or manager 1 0 0 2 
Other 1 0 0 2 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding.

*Sub-sample: Excludes the self-employed, full-time home-makers, students, unemployed and other

beneficiaries (Q28).
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Table 6. Personal income (by parental “concern” segment) 

Q30. And which of these best describes your personal income before tax? Please include 
any child support, benefits or other income support you may receive? 
 Total Un- Somewhat More 

sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=106 n=167 

% % % % 
Under $10,000 10 12 10 7 
$10,000 but less than $20,000 16 21 8 17 
$20,000 but less than $30,000 17 12 13 24 
$30,000 but less than $40,000 25 17 32 26 
$40,000 but less than $50,000 11 13 15 5 
$50,000 but less than $60,000 3 4 0 5 
$60,000 but less than $70,000 4 4 5 3 
$70,000 but less than $80,000 2 3 2 0 
$80,000 but less than $90,000 4 1 9 2 
$90,000 but less than $100,000 2 3 3 0 
$100,000 or more 2 2 0 4 
Don’t know 1 3 0 1 
Refused 4 4 2 5 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 7. Joint income (by parental “concern” segment) 

Q32. And which of these best describes the joint income of yourself and your partner 
before tax? 

Sub Un- Somewhat More 
sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=324* n=102* n=88* n=134*

 % % % % 
Under $10,000 1 1 0 0 
$10,000 but less than $20,000 2 3 0 3 
$20,000 but less than $30,000 6 9 6 2 
$30,000 but less than $40,000 13 7 18 13 
$40,000 but less than $50,000 14 18 7 18 
$50,000 but less than $60,000 13 13 9 18 
$60,000 but less than $70,000 12 15 11 9 
$70,000 but less than $80,000 8 6 14 5 
$80,000 but less than $90,000 7 2 11 7 
$90,000 but less than $100,000 4 4 2 5 
$100,000 or more 15 14 20 10 
Don’t know 2 2 0 3 
Refused 4 5 2 6 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Excludes respondents not presently married or living with a partner (Q31). 
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Table 8. Nearest town or city (by parental “concern” segment) 

Q33. And lastly, what town or city do you live in or closest to? 

 Total 
sample 
n=403 

% 

Un-
concerned 

n=128 
% 

Somewhat 
concerned 

n=106 
% 

More 
concerned 

n=165 
% 

Northland 2 3 1 3 
Auckland 30 31 33 27 
Waikato 3 5 4 1 
Bay of Plenty 9 9 4 14 
Gisborne 1 2 0 1 
Taranaki 5 4 2 10 
Hawkes Bay 5 5 8 3 
Manawatu 4 5 6 3 
Wairarapa 1 0 3 0 
Wanganui 2 2 1 3 
Wellington 11 9 14 10 
Marlborough 2 2 0 3 
Nelson 2 2 1 3 
West Coast 0 0 0 0 
Christchurch 12 10 17 10 
Timaru/Oamaru 3 3 0 4 
Dunedin 3 5 1 3 
Invercargill 3 5 3 2 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
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Personal drinkingPersonal drinkingPersonal drinkiPersonal dr nginking bbbbeeeehahahahavvvviiiiouououourrrr 

Table 9. Description of own drinking behaviour (by parental “concern” segment) 

Q22. Now, I need to ask a few questions about you. How would you describe your own 
drinking behaviour? Would you say you are ... 

Total Un- Somewhat More 
sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=167 

% % % % 
A light drinker 62 62 66 58 
A medium drinker 24 21 25 25 
A heavy drinker 1 0 2 1 
Non-drinker 14 17 7 16 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 10. Frequency of consumption of alcohol (by current drinkers, by parental 
“concern” segment) 

Q23. At present, about how often do you have an alcoholic drink of any kind? 
Sub Un- Somewhat More 

sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=330* n=101* n=96* n=132*

 % % % % 
Almost everyday 18 18 16 20 
About twice a week 25 23 25 28 
About once a week 19 22 23 12 
About once every two weeks 11 3 17 13 
About once a month 13 18 5 15 
Only a few times a year 14 16 15 12 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Excludes parents who classified themselves as non-drinkers (Q22). 

Table 11. Amount of alcohol consumed on last drinking occasion (by current 
drinkers, by parental “concern” segment) 

Q24. The last time you had a drink, about how many “glasses” did you have? By “glass”, 
we mean, for example, a whole can or bottle of beer or a whole glass of wine. 

Sub Un- Somewhat More 
sample 
n=330* 

concerned 
n=101* 

concerned 
n=96* 

concerned 
n=132*

 % % % % 
Only one glass 42 39 47 39 
2 glasses 24 20 27 26 
3 glasses 8 8 9 8 
4 glasses 11 14 6 12 

Total 100 100 100 100 

5 glasses 4 6 6 1 
6-7 glasses 4 3 4 5 
8-9 glasses 1 0 0 1 
10 or more glasses 5 8 1 7 
Don’t know 0 0 0 0 

Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Excludes parents who classified themselves as non-drinkers (Q22). 
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Table 12. Heaviest drinker in the household (by parental “concern” segment) 

Q25. And how would you describe the heaviest drinker in your household? Would you 
say that person is ... 
 Total Un- Somewhat More 

sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=167 

% % % % 
A light drinker 47 53 54 36 
A medium drinker 41 33 39 49 
A heavy drinker 4 2 4 5 
Non-drinker 7 10 3 7 
Don’t know 1 1 0 2 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
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Household profileHousehold profilHH eousehold profileousehold profile

Table 13. Marital status (by parental “concern” segment) 

Q31. And which of these categories best describes you?
 Total Un- Somewhat More 

sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=106 n=167 

% % % % 
Married/living with partner 87 88 87 87 
Separated, divorced, widowed 12 10 13 12 
Never married 1 3 1 1 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 14. Number of children (by parental “concern” segment) 

Q1. First of all can you tell me how many children you are the parent or guardian of? 
Total Un- Somewhat More 

sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=166 

% % % % 
1 Child 8 6 11 7 
2 Children 36 35 35 39 
3 Children 33 40 30 28 
4 Children 16 12 19 18 
5 or more children 8 6 6 7 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 15. Age of children (by parental “concern” segment) 

Q1a. And can you tell me the age of each of these children?
 Total Un- Somewhat More 

sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=104 n=164 

% % % % 
0-13 Years 54 49 53 57 
14 Years 30 37 29 25 
15 Years 29 26 33 28 
16 Years 32 30 32 35 
17 Years 24 26 18 26 
18 Years 21 17 24 23 
19 Years or older 38 42 33 34 
Total ** ** ** ** 
** Totals may exceed 100% due to multiple response. 
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5.5.5.5. Parents’ relationship with theirP elationship with thPParents’ r eirarents’ relationship with theirarents’ relationship with their 
teenagers and alcoholteenagerstete  and alcoholenagers and alcoholenagers and alcohol

5.15.15.15.1 Focus on oldest teenagerF st teenageFFocus on olde rocus on oldest teenagerocus on oldest teenager

Questions during the first part of the interview focused on teenagers in 
general in order to obtain an unprompted measure of the extent to which 
alcohol and teenagers was an issue, with the second part addressing 
parents’ behaviour and experiences with their own teenager and alcohol. 

Because of the potential for behaviour and experiences to vary across 
teenagers, parents were asked to base their responses upon their 
experience with their oldest child currently aged between 14 and 18 
years of age. 

There follows an age and gender profile of these teenagers. 

Table16. Age of oldest teenager, 14 to 18 (by parental “concern” segment) 

Total Un- Somewhat More 
sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=167 

% % % % 
14 years 16 20 14 15 
15 years 21 18 25 21 
16 years 25 25 26 22 
17 years 21 24 14 23 
18 years 17 13 21 18 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table17. Gender of oldest teenager, 14 to 18 (by parental “concern” segment) 

Total 
sample 
n=403 

% 

Un-
concerned 

n=128 
% 

Somewhat 
concerned 

n=107 
% 

More 
concerned 

n=167 
% 

Male 
Female 

52 
48 

46 
54 

55 
45 

55 
45 

Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
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5.25.25.25.2 How much do parents think their teenagersHow m nts think their teenagerHow mHow much do pare such do parents think their teenagersuch do parents think their teenagers
drink?drink?drink?drink?

Overall, three-quarters of parents (77%) believed their teenager drank 
alcohol, and of this group of parents, half (49%) thought their teenager 
had drunk to excess at some point in time (this equates to 37% of 
parents overall). 

There were some significant differences by parental “concern” segment. 
Not surprisingly, 85% of “More concerned” parents believed their 
teenager drunk and 65% of these parents believed their teenager had 
drunk to excess. This compares with 63% and 26% of “Unconcerned” 
parents respectively. 

These variations are also reflected in the results for different groups of 
parents based on the age of their teenager. The parents of male 
teenagers were also more likely to report that their teenager drunk 
alcohol and had also drunk to excess. 

It is important to compare these results with those in the current ALAC 
Youth Drinking Monitor (fieldwork for which was completed between 17 
March and 4 April 2000). In this survey monitor of 303 Youth, 14 to 18, 
87% identified themselves as current drinkers of alcohol. Furthermore, 
note that 75% of these drinkers claimed they had binged on at least one 
occasion in the three months prior to the survey (this equates to 64% of 
all Youth). 

In other words, while the proportions believing/claiming to drink alcohol 
are similar, the proportions believing/claiming to have binged are quite 
different. 
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Table 18. Reported levels of teenage drinking (by parental “concern” segment) 

Q10. Do you think your teenager drinks alcohol? 
Total Un- Somewhat More 

Sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=167 

% % % % 
Yes 77 63 ¾¾¾¾85 ¾¾¾¾85 
No 22 ¾¾¾¾37 14 14 
Can’t say/don’t know 1 0 2 1 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 19. Reported levels of teenage drinking (by age of teenager) 

Q10. Do you think your teenager drinks alcohol? 
Total Parents of Parents of Parent of 18 

Sample 14-15 year 
olds 

16-17 year 
olds 

year olds 

n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 
% % % % 

Yes 77 63 ¾¾¾¾84 ¾¾¾¾92 
No 22 ¾¾¾¾35 16 7 
Can’t say/don’t know 1 2 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
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Table 20. Reported level of excessive teenage drinking (by parents who believe 
teenager drinks, by parental “concern” segment) 

Q11. And do you think your teenager has ever drunk too much alcohol? 
Sub- Un- Somewhat More 

sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=299* n=76* n=91* n=132*

 % % % % 
Yes 49 26 ¾¾¾¾50 ¾¾¾¾65 
No 46 ¾¾¾¾69 47 28 
Can’t say/don’t know 5 5 3 7 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Includes only those parents who believe their teenager drinks alcohol (Q10). 

Table 21. Reported level of excessive teenage drinking (by parents who believe 
teenager drinks, by age) 

Q11. And do you think your teenager has ever drunk too much alcohol? 
Sub- Parents of Parents of Parents of 

sample 14-15 year 
olds 

16-17 year 
olds 

18 year 
olds 

n=299* n=93* n=143* n=63*
 % % % % 
Yes 49 31 ¾¾¾¾54 ¾¾¾¾64 
No 46 ¾¾¾¾66 40 30 
Can’t say/don’t know 5 3 6 8 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Includes only those parents who believe their teenager drinks alcohol (Q10). 
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5.35.35.35.3 What do parents think about their teenagersWh ts think about their teenagerWhWhat do paren sat do parents think about their teenagersat do parents think about their teenagers 
drinking?drinkdrinkdrinking?ing?ing?

While most parents give fairly predictable answers to questions about 
whether teenagers should drink, etc., a small, but not insignificant 
proportion of respondents believed that getting drunk is part of the fun of 
being a teenager (16%) and that it is OK for their teenager to get drunk 
sometimes (23%). 

Note that while there were few apparent differences by the parental 
“concern” segments, these beliefs were more likely to be held by the 
parents of: 

• older teenagers (i.e. 18 year olds); and 

• teenage males. 
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Table 22. Attitudes towards alcohol in relation to own teenager (by parental 
“concern” segment) 

Q9. I’m now going to read out views of some parents about their teenager and alcohol, 
and I’d like you to let me know whether you agree or disagree with each statement in 
relation to your own teenager. Is that agree/disagree or strongly agree/disagree? 

Total Un- Somewhat More 
Sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=167 

% % % % 
It’s okay for my teenager to get 

drunk sometimes 

Disagree 29 27 27 32 
Strongly disagree 44 50 44 37 
Don’t know 0 0 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 

Strongly agree 2 2 3 0 
Agree 21 16 22 24 
Neither 5 5 4 6 

Getting drunk is part of having fun 
as a teenager 

Disagree 
Strongly disagree 
Don’t know 

29 
51 
1 

25 
61 
0 

32 
51 
0 

32 
42 
1 

Strongly agree 4 ¾¾¾¾3 4 ¾¾¾¾4 
Agree 12 ¾¾¾¾8 12 ¾¾¾¾17 
Neither 3 4 2 4 

Total 100 100 100 100 
Teenagers should not drink at all 

Neither 5 5 4 5 
Disagree 62 56 63 67 
Strongly disagree 20 18 26 16 
Don’t know 0 0 0 1 
Total 100 100 100 100 

Strongly agree 7 ¾¾¾¾12 3 ¾¾¾¾6 
Agree 6 ¾¾¾¾9 3 ¾¾¾¾5 

I set a good example for my 
teenager through my own drinking 
behaviour 

Disagree 5 6 5 4 
Strongly disagree 0 0 1 1 
Don’t know 1 1 0 0 

Total 100 100 100 100 

Strongly agree 52 54 52 50 
Agree 40 37 39 43 
Neither 3 3 3 3 

Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
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6.6.6.6. Where do parents think teenagersWher erWherWhere do parents think teenag se do parents think teenagerse do parents think teenagers
are getting alcohol from?are getting alcohol frarar om?e getting alcohol from?e getting alcohol from?

6.16.16.16.1 Sources of  supplSourSourSour yces of  supplyces of  supplyces of  supply

Results presented in this section of the report are based on the 
responses of the parents of 14 to 17 year olds who believed their 
teenager drank alcohol. In other words, the parents of 18 year olds are 
excluded because it is now legally possible for 18 year olds to buy and 
drink alcohol in public places. 

Parents appear to be the greatest supplier of alcohol to under 18 year 
olds, with over two-thirds of respondents reporting that their teenager 
received alcohol from a parent. This, of course, is not necessarily a bad 
result, in that some of these parents could be supplying under quite 
controlled conditions. 

A greater proportion of “Unconcerned” parents (78%) and “Somewhat 
concerned” parents (70%) claimed they supplied alcohol to their 
teenagers than “More concerned” parents (48%). 

In comparison, “More concerned” parents were more likely to claim their 
teenagers got their alcohol from their friends (45% cf. 25% for 
“Unconcerned” parents) or that they bought it themselves (24% cf. 9% 
for “Unconcerned” parents). 

Aside from the parental “concern” segments, the results suggest that the 
parents of female teenagers and non-Māori parents are also more likely 
to supply alcohol to their teenager. 

There would also appear to be significant differences by the age of the 
teenager concerned. For example, the parents of 14 to 15 year old 
teenagers were more likely to claim they supplied their teenager with 
alcohol (70%), whereas the parents of 16 to 17 year old teenagers were 
more likely to claim their teenager obtained their alcohol from their 
friends (24%). 

Importantly, these results almost mirror the results obtained in the 
current ALAC Youth Drinking Monitor. Sixty six percent (66%) of current 
drinkers 14 to 17 years old claimed their parents supplied them with 
alcohol, and this was especially the case for younger drinkers. 
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Finally, note that a significant 31% of respondents claimed they had 
supplied alcohol to their teenager in the last 6 months, to take to a 
function they were not attending (and about half of these claimed they 
had given them the equivalent of five or more servings). 

These results reflect exactly those in the Youth monitor, in which 31% of 
Youth reported that their parents had given them alcohol to take to a 
function that they were not also attending. However, a greater proportion 
of these teenagers reported that their parents had given them the 
equivalent of five or more servings (72%). 

Note that the parents of female teenagers claimed they were more likely 
to have given their daughters alcohol to take to a social event that they 
were not attending, although the parents of male teenagers who had 
done the same were more likely to report having given their sons greater 
volumes to take. 

Non-Māori parents were also more likely to claim they had given their 
teenager alcohol to take to a social event that they were not attending, 
although Māori parents who had supplied alcohol reported giving more in 
terms of volume. 
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Table23. Sources of alcohol for teenagers (by parents who believe teenager 
drinks, by parental “concern” segment) 

Q12. How does your teenager currently obtain alcohol? 
Sub- Un- Somewhat More 

Sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=263* n=68* n=82* n=132*

 % % % % 
Teen buys it him/herself 18 9 ¾¾¾¾20 ¾¾¾¾24 
From his/her friends 37 25 ¾¾¾¾39 ¾¾¾¾45 
From a brother/sister 6 7 4 6 
From a parent 64 ¾¾¾¾78 ¾¾¾¾70 48 
From a friends’ parents/siblings 10 2 16 11 
From another adult the teen knows 3 4 6 1 
From a stranger 0 0 1 0 
Teen steals it/ sneaks it 2 0 2 4 
Other 5 3 4 8 
Don’t know 4 0 3 9 
Total ** ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response.

*Sub-sample: Includes only those parents of teenagers aged between 14 and 17, who believed their 

teenager drinks alcohol (Q10).


Table 24. Sources of alcohol for teenagers by age (by parents who believe 
teenager drinks, by age) 

Q12. How does your teenager currently obtain alcohol? 
Sub- Parents of Parents of Parent of 18 

Sample 14-15 year 
olds 

16-17 year 
olds 

year olds 

n=299* n=93* n=143* n=63*
 % % % % 
Teen buys it him/herself 19 2 7 ¾¾¾¾71 
From his/her friends 37 24 ¾¾¾¾51 24 
From a brother/sister 7 5 6 9 
From a parent 63 ¾¾¾¾70 ¾¾¾¾67 44 
From a friends’ parents/siblings 11 8 14 4 
From another adult the teen knows 4 1 6 1 
From a stranger 0 1 0 0 
Teen steals it/ sneaks it 2 4 2 1 
Other 5 8 4 5 
Don’t know 5 3 7 2 
Total ** ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response.

*Sub-sample: Includes only those parents who believed their teenager drinks alcohol (Q10).
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Table 25. Supply of alcohol to teenagers (by parents who believe teenager drinks, by 
parental “concern” segment) 

Q14. And within the last six months, have you ever given your teenager alcohol to take to a social 
situation which you will not be attending?
 Sub- Un- Somewhat More 

Sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=263* n=68* n=82* n=113*

 % % % % 
Yes 31 25 ¾¾¾¾40 28 
No 69 ¾¾¾¾75 60 72 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding.

*Sub-sample: Includes only those parents of teenagers aged between 14 and 17, who believed their 

teenager drinks alcohol (Q10).


Table 26. Supply of alcohol to teenagers by age (by parents who believe teenager 
drinks, by age) 

Q14. And within the last six months have you ever given your teenager alcohol to take to a social 
situation which you will not be attending?

 Sub- Parents of Parents of Parent of 18 
Sample 14-15 year 

olds 
16-17 year 

olds 
year olds 

n=299* n=93* n=143* n=63*
 % % % % 
Yes 31 13 ¾¾¾¾41 ¾¾¾¾33 
No 69 87 59 67 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Includes only those parents who believed their teenager drinks alcohol (Q10). 

Table 27. Amount of alcohol supplied (by parents providing alcohol, by parental “concern” 
segment) 

Q14a. The last time you did this, about how much alcohol did you give them? 
One serving = 15ml of alcohol Sub- Un- Somewhat More 

Sample 
n=73* 

concerned 
n=19* 

concerned 
n=29* 

concerned 
n=25*

 % % % % 
1 serving 11 21 14 0 
2 servings 16 27 9 19 
3 servings 11 0 16 14 
4 servings 12 2 22 7 
5 - 6 servings 42 47 32 50 
7 - 8 servings 0 0 0 0 
9 - 10 servings 1 0 0 2 
More than 10 servings 6 3 8 9 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Mean 4.3 3.7 4.2 4.9 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding.

*Sub-sample: Includes only those respondents who believed that their teenager (who was aged 

between 14 and 17) drank alcohol, and that they had given their teenager alcohol to take out.

Caution: Results in this table are indicative due to low base numbers of respondents.
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Table 28. Amount of alcohol supplied (by parents providing alcohol, by age) 

Q14a. The last time you did this, about how much alcohol did you give them? 
One serving = 15ml of alcohol Sub- Parents of Parents of  Parent of 18 

Sample 14-15 year 
olds 

16-17 year 
olds 

year olds 

n=81* n=13* n=48* n=20*
 % % % % 
1 serving 12 0 15 8 
2 servings 15 20 16 8 
3 servings 10 15 11 10 
4 servings 11 8 10 17 
5 - 6 servings 41 38 43 40 
7 - 8 servings 0 0 0 0 
9 - 10 servings 3 0 3 1 
More than 10 servings 7 19 1 14 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Mean 4.5 5.3 4.0 5.1 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding.

*Sub-sample: Includes only those respondents who had given their teenager alcohol to take out.

Caution: Results in this table are indicative due to low base numbers of respondents.


Table 29. Type of alcohol supplied (by parents providing alcohol, by parental “concern” 
segment) 

Q14b. What sort of alcohol was that?

 Sub- Un- Somewhat More 
Sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=73* n=19* n=29* n=25*

 % % % % 
Low alcohol beer 1 1 0 2 

Alcoholic sodas  6 1 0 18 
Alcoholic lemonades 0 1 0 0 

Spirits-miniatures 2 9 0 0 
Spirits-Standard bottle 1 0 0 2 
Spirits-larger bottle 0 0 0 1 
Liqueurs-standard bottle 0 0 1 0 
Home brew 2 0 0 6 
Don’t know 2 9 0 0 
Total ** ** ** ** 

Ordinary beer-cans/stubbies 45 51 48 39 
Ordinary beer-750ml bottles 0 0 0 0 
Cider-750ml bottles 2 0 5 0 
Wine-750ml bottles 16 10 18 18 
Wine cooler-stubbie bottle 2 0 5 0 

RTD’s 24 29 30 14 

Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response.

*Sub-sample: Includes only those respondents who believed that their teenager (who was aged 

between 14 and 17) drank alcohol, and that they had given their teenager alcohol to take out.
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Table 30. Type of alcohol supplied (by parents providing alcohol, by age) 

Q14b. What sort of alcohol was that?

 Sub- Parents of Parents of  Parent of 18 
Sample 14-15 year 

olds 
16-17 year 

olds 
year olds 

n=81* n=13* n=48* n=20*
 % % % % 
Low alcohol beer 1 3 1 0 
Ordinary beer-cans/stubbies 46 55 49 33 
Ordinary beer-750ml bottles 0 0 0 1 
Cider-750ml bottles 2 15 0 0 
Wine-750ml bottles 15 0 17 19 
Wine cooler-stubbie bottle 2 0 3 0 
Alcoholic sodas  6 2 6 8 

Alcoholic lemonades 0 2 0 0 

RTD’s 23 26 17 37 
Spirits-miniatures 4 0 6 0 
Spirits-Standard bottle 1 0 1 1 
Spirits-larger bottle 0 0 0 0 
Liqueurs-standard bottle 0 2 0 0 
Home brew 2 0 3 0 
Don’t know 2 0 3 0 
Total ** ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response.

*Sub-sample: Includes only those respondents who believed that their teenager drank alcohol, and 

that they had given their teenager alcohol to take out.
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6.26.26.26.2 Parents providing money for alcoholP iding money for alcohoPParents prov larents providing money for alcoholarents providing money for alcohol

Although many parents of 14 to 17 year old teenage drinkers reported 
they supplied them with alcohol (66%), very few actually provided them 
with money to buy alcohol (11%). 

To an extent, this reflects the results of the ALAC Youth Drinking Monitor, 
with only 17% of Youth claiming to buy alcohol themselves. 

Table 31. Parents giving teenagers money for alcohol (by parents who believe their 
teenager drinks, by parental “concern” segment) 

Q13. Within the past 6 months, have you given your teenager money to purchase alcohol 
to take to an event which you were not attending? If yes: The last time you did this, how 
much would you have given them? 

Sub- Un- Somewhat More 
Sample 
n=263* 

concerned 
n=68* 

concerned 
n=82* 

concerned 
n=113*

 % % % % 
Less than $10 4 0 5 5 
$10-$20 6 1 12 5 
$21-30 0 0 0 0 
More than $30 0 0 0 0 

Refused 2 2 0 2 
Total 100 100 100 100 

Not applicable 89 97 82 88 

Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding.

*Sub-sample: Includes only those parents of teenagers aged between 14 and 17, who believed their 

teenager drinks alcohol (Q10).


Table 32. Parents giving teenagers money for alcohol (by parents who believe their 
teenager drinks, by age) 

Q13. Within the past 6 months, have you given your teenager money to purchase alcohol 
to take to an event which you were not attending? If yes: The last time you did this, how 
much would you have given them? 

Sub- Parents of Parents of Parent of 18 
Sample 

n=299* 

14-15 year 
olds 

n=93* 

16-17 year 
olds 

n=143* 

year olds 

n=63*
 % % % % 
Less than $10 3 0 4 8 
$10-$20 6 2 9 4 
$21-30 0 0 0 1 
More than $30 0 0 0 0 

Total 100 100 100 100 

Not applicable 89 97 85 87 
Refused 1 0 2 3 

Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
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7.7.7.7. Parents’ role, getting help andP ole, getting help anPParents’ r darents’ role, getting help andarents’ role, getting help and 
supportsupporsupporsupporttt

7.17.17.17.1 Putting concerns about alcohol intoPut bout alcohol intPutPutting concerns a oting concerns about alcohol intoting concerns about alcohol into
perspectiveperspectivperper espectivespective

As noted earlier, the interview for the Benchmark survey was introduced 
as a general survey of parents and their teenagers, rather than in more 
specific terms, as a survey of parents on the subject of teenagers and 
alcohol. 

With this in mind, a general question was asked in order to elicit what 
respondents believed was the “greatest concern(s)” that parents had to 
deal with when their children became teenagers. While 8% specifically 
mentioned alcohol first, it should be noted that other respondents 
mentioned concerns which indirectly related to alcohol; for example: 

• 21% first mentioned a concern relating to drugs. 

• 19% first mentioned a concern relating to peer pressure. 

After other unprompted concerns are taken into account, almost one half 
of respondents specifically mentioned some specific or general concern 
relating to alcohol and teenagers (44%). This was more likely to be the 
case with “More concerned” parents (55% mentioned a specific or 
general concern about alcohol) compared to “Unconcerned” parents 
(30%). 

Note that this is also more likely to be the case for the parents: 

• of younger teenagers (i.e. 17 year olds and younger); and 

• of male teenagers. 

In comparison, there were no differences by the ethnicity of parents. 

In other words, this places the subject of alcohol and teenagers 
relatively high on parents’ agenda, especially when considered against 
the most frequently mentioned other concerns. On an unprompted basis: 

• 59% mentioned a concern relating to drugs. 

• 37% mentioned a concern relating to peer pressure. 

• 36% mentioned a concern relating to school/education/etc. 

• 25% mentioned a concern relating to employment opportunities. 

• 21% mentioned a concern relating to sexual relationships. 
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Having established that alcohol and teenagers is on the agenda of at 
least some parents (just under one half), all respondents were asked to 
comment on how much of a concern particular aspects might be. 

With only two exceptions, all of the eight aspects were rated as being 
“very concerning” by 50% or more respondents, with the highest rated 
being: 

• 	 Drink driving (79%). 

• 	 Taking drugs (76%). 

• 	 Becoming involved in a violent or aggressive situation (65%). 

• 	 Damaging their health (55%). 

• 	 Injuring themselves (52%). 

While “drink driving” and “becoming involved in a violent or aggressive 
situation” were of universal concern, across all three parental “concern” 
segments, the following were of more concern to “Somewhat concerned” 
and “More concerned” parents: 

• 	 Taking drugs (78% of “Somewhat concerned” and 81% of 
“Concerned” parents). 

• 	 Damaging their health (58% of “Somewhat concerned” and 57% of 
“Concerned” parents). 

• 	 Injuring themselves (51% of “Somewhat concerned” and 62% of 
“Concerned” parents). 

Note that, although there were few differences by the age of the 
teenager, the parents of teenage females were also concerned about 
their teenager becoming “sexually vulnerable”. 

Note, also, that there were significant differences by ethnicity. Māori 
parents were more likely to claim they were concerned about everything; 
that is, with aggression, sexually vulnerability, cigarette smoking, drug 
taking and general damage to health, injury and (personal and/or family) 
embarrassment. 

In general, these results suggest that the concern about alcohol and 
teenagers is less about alcohol per se and more about the wider issue 
of general safety, and as such, this conclusion supports one of the main 
findings of the earlier qualitative research. 
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Table 33. Greatest concern for parents of teenagers, first mentioned (by parental 
“concern” segment) 

Q5a: In your opinion, what is the greatest concern that parents have to deal with when 
their children become teenagers? 
 Total Un- Somewhat More 

Sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=166 

% % % % 
School/education/qualifications in 

general 7 6 8 8 
Employment opportunities (full/part

time) 6 5 8 6 
The cost of an education 0 0 0 0 
Peer pressure (e.g. feeling forced to 

smoke, drink, do drugs etc.) 19 18 21 19 
Self image/ self confidence/ self 

esteem/ mental health etc. 3 3 2 4 
Teenage suicide 2 3 0 2 
Sexual relationships 3 3 2 4 
Teenage pregnancy 1 0 0 3 
Sexually transmitted diseases 0 0 0 1 
Difficulties communicating with their 

teenagers 2 2 4 1 
Difficulties enforcing rules with their 

teenagers 1 2 1 0 
Dangerous driving (e.g. speed, alcohol) 2 2 0 3 
Staying out too late/breaking curfews 0 0 0 0 
Alcohol generally 8 3 10 11 
Drugs and drug related issues 21 22 19 21 
Other 24 32 25 15 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
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Table 34. Total concerns for parents of teenagers, all mentioned (by parental 
“concern” segment) 

Q5a: In your opinion, what is the greatest concern that parents have to deal with when 
their children become teenagers? AND 
Q5b. What are the other concerns parents have to deal with in relation to teenagers? 

Total Un- Somewhat More 
Sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=167 

% % % % 
School/education/qualifications in 

general 36 38 37 33 
Employment opportunities (full/part

time) 25 22 29 23 
The cost of an education 3 4 3 2 
Peer pressure (e.g. feeling forced to 

smoke, drink, do drugs etc.) 37 38 36 38 
Self image/ self confidence/ self 

esteem/ mental health etc. 14 14 17 12 
Teenage suicide 5 6 2 6 
Sexual relationships 21 23 21 18 
Teenage pregnancy 6 4 3 9 
Sexually transmitted diseases 4 5 2 5 
Difficulties communicating with their 

teenagers 7 9 8 6 
Difficulties enforcing rules with their 

teenagers 5 5 5 6 
Dangerous driving (e.g. speed, alcohol) 14 11 11 20 
Staying out too late/breaking curfews 2 1 0 5 
Alcohol-related damage to teenager’s 

physical health 
Alcohol-related damage to teenager’s 

mental health 
Alcohol-related sexual vulnerability 
Alcohol-related violence or aggression 
Alcohol generally 
Drugs and drug related issues 59 56 61 61 
Others 54 55 61 47 
None 5 5 7 5 
Don’t know 1 0 2 1 

2 0 0 ¾¾¾¾4 

0 0 0 ¾¾¾¾0 
2 1 2 ¾¾¾¾3 
1 0 1 ¾¾¾¾1 

40 30 32 ¾¾¾¾55 

Total ** ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 
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Table 35. Specific (prompted) concerns about teenagers and alcohol (by parental 
“concern” segment) 

Q6. Now I’m going to read out some statements about concerns some parents have in 
relation to teenage children and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say how 
much of a concern you personally think each is in relation to teenagers and alcohol. 

Total Un- Somewhat More 
Sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=167 

% % % % 
concerned* concerned* concerned* concerned* 

Becoming more sexually vulnerable 46 50 46 42 
Smoking cigarettes 41 42 39 42 
Embarrassing themselves or their 

family 10 8 10 13 

Drink driving (as either the passenger 
or driver) 79 76 76 75 

Taking drugs 76 70 ¾¾¾¾78 ¾¾¾¾81 
Becoming involved in a violent or 

aggressive situation 65 67 61 67 
Damaging their health 55 48 ¾¾¾¾58 ¾¾¾¾57 
Injuring themselves 52 43 ¾¾¾¾51 ¾¾¾¾62 

* Percentage feeling ‘very concerned’ or ‘concerned’. 
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Table 36. Specific (prompted) concerns about teenagers and alcohol (by parental 
“concern” segment) 

Q6. Now I’m going to read out some statements about concerns some parents have in 
relation to teenage children and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say how 
much of a concern you personally think each is in relation to teenagers and alcohol.  
 Total Un- Somewhat More 

Sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=167 

% % % % 
Drink driving (as either the 

passenger or driver) 

Neither 1 0 2 0 
Not concerned 3 6 2 3 
Not concerned at all 2 3 2 1 
Don’t know 0 0 0 0 

Very concerned 79 76 76 75 
Concerned 15 15 19 11 

Total 100 100 100 100 
Taking drugs 

Neither 1 2 0 1 
Not concerned 4 9 2 1 
Not concerned at all 2 5 0 0 
Don’t know 1 0 0 1 

Very concerned 76 70 78 81 
Concerned 16 13 20 16 

Total 100 100 100 100 
Becoming involved in a violent or 

aggressive situation 

Neither 1 0 2 0 
Not concerned 9 8 12 7 
Not concerned at all 2 4 2 0 
Don’t know 0 0 0 1 

Very concerned 65 67 61 67 
Concerned 23 20 24 25 

Total 100 100 100 100 
Damaging their health 

Neither 2 4 0 0 
Not concerned 8 9 10 6 
Not concerned at all 4 9 2 0 
Don’t know 0 0 0 1 

Very concerned 55 48 58 57 
Concerned 31 29 29 36 

Total 100 100 100 100 
Injuring themselves 

Neither 2 4 2 0 
Not concerned 9 10 12 4 
Not concerned at all 2 6 0 0 
Don’t know 0 0 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 

Very concerned 52 43 51 62 
Concerned 35 37 35 33 
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Table 37. Specific (prompted) concerns about teenagers and alcohol (by parental 
“concern” segment) continued 

Q6. Now I’m going to read out some statements about concerns some parents have in 
relation to teenage children and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say how 
much of a concern you personally think each is in relation to teenagers and alcohol.  
 Total Un- Somewhat More 

Sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=167 

% % % % 
Becoming more sexually 

vulnerable 

Neither 2 3 2 0 
Not concerned 7 8 7 6 
Not concerned at all 1 2 1 1 
Don’t know 1 0 0 1 

Very concerned 46 50 46 42 
Concerned 44 37 45 50 

Total 100 100 100 100 
Smoking cigarettes 

Neither 1 2 0 2 
Not concerned 10 10 16 6 
Not concerned at all 6 8 4 4 
Don’t know 1 1 0 0 

Very concerned 41 42 39 42 
Concerned 41 36 41 46 

Total 100 100 100 100 
Embarrassing themselves or their 

family 

Neither 6 1 4 11 
Not concerned 28 33 31 20 
Not concerned at all 15 22 11 11 
Don’t know 1 1 1 2 
Total 100 100 100 100 

Very concerned 10 8 10 13 
Concerned 40 34 42 44 

Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Youth and Alcohol. Benchmark survey of parental concern 50 



7.27.27.27.2 Whose problem is teenage drinking?Whos ge drinkingWhosWhose problem is teena ?e problem is teenage drinking?e problem is teenage drinking?

When asked who had primary responsibility for helping teenagers learn 
about how to handle alcohol responsibly, almost all respondents (92%) 
claimed that parents and guardians had this responsibility. 

Note there were no significant differences by the parental “concern” 
segments, or by the age or gender of the teenager, or by ethnicity. 

Table 38. Responsibility for helping teenagers learn to handle alcohol responsibly 
(by parental “concern” segment) 

Q7. And in your opinion, who do you believe should play the most important role in 
helping teenagers learn how to handle alcohol responsibly?
 Total Un- Somewhat Highly 

Sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=167 

% % % % 
Parents/guardians ¾¾¾¾92 93 93 91 
Teachers/schools 1 0 2 1 
Church 0 0 0 0 
Whanau/extended family 2 1 2 1 
Other community organisations 1 1 0 0 
Other government organisations 1 0 0 1 
Other 4 4 3 4 
Don’t know 1 0 0 1 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
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7.37.37.37.3 What are parents doing about their teenagersWha  their teenagerWhaWhat are parents doing about st are parents doing about their teenagerst are parents doing about their teenagers
drinking?drinkdrinkdrinking?ing?ing?

Having established that the great majority of respondents believed that 
parents and guardians were primarily responsible for helping teenagers 
learn about how to handle alcohol responsibly, respondents were then 
asked what actions they personally took in this regard. 

To facilitate response, ALAC’s guidelines6 were translated into groups of 
statements and respondents were asked to indicate the extent to which 
they did each with their teenager: 

• 	 Communication/Discussion. 

• 	 Rules about alcohol. 

• 	 Socialising 

• 	 Co-ordinating with other adults. 

It should be noted that the same groups of statements were used (with 
slight modification) in the ALAC Youth Drinking Monitor, in order to 
provide a basis for comparison. In general, the following should be noted: 

• 	 there is an imbalance between what parents claim they do and what 
Youth report they do; 

• 	 “More concerned” parents appeared to be less likely to engage in 
certain behaviours, compared for example to “Unconcerned” parents. 
As noted earlier, in the section describing the segments, 
“Unconcerned” parents may be unconcerned because they believe 
they are effectively managing the issue of alcohol with their teenagers; 

• 	 also note that the older the teenager, the less likely are parents to 
engage in certain behaviours. In general, the parents of younger 
teenagers (i.e. 14 to 15 year olds) claimed they were more likely to 
engage in discussion, set rules and guidelines, etc.; and 

• 	 this was not, however, the case in terms of the gender of the 
teenager, or ethnicity. There were no differences by these variables. 

6 ALAC web-site (www.alcohol.org.nz); or ALAC publication “Alcohol and Your Kids” 
(Y03/Dec99). 
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Communication/Discussion 

All results quoted here and the following sections are for the proportion of 
respondents reporting they always or mostly did the behaviour in 
question. This is because we consider this to be the ideal. 

Overall, 86% of respondents reported they mostly or always talked with 
their teenagers about what is going on in their lives, but slightly lower 
proportions directly addressed alcohol. Although 77% reported frequently 
trying to make their teenagers aware of the dangers of alcohol-related 
situations, just 64% reported always or mostly discussing alcohol-related 
issues. 

There were no differences by the three parental “concern” segments, 
although “More concerned” parents more frequently indicated they 
always or mostly had discussions with their teenager about alcohol 
related issues (71% cf. 61% for “Unconcerned” parents). 

It is important to compare these results with the opinions of Youth. For 
example, only 55% of respondents in the ALAC Youth Drinking Monitor 
claimed their parents always or mostly talked to them about what was 
going on in their lives. Furthermore, only 43% claimed their parents 
always or mostly talked to them about the kinds of things that can go 
wrong in situations where alcohol is available and only 30% claimed their 
parents always or mostly had discussions with them about drinking. 

Rules about alcohol 

Three-quarters of respondents (75%) reported they always or mostly set 
clear rules for their teenager about alcohol use, but less than one half 
claimed they always or mostly set limits on how much their teenager 
could drink (43%) or that they mustn’t drink when they went out (33%). 

Again, there were few significant differences between the three parental 
“concern” segments. For example, despite the younger age profile of the 
teenagers of the “More concerned” parents, only 32% reported they 
always or mostly told their teenager not to drink when they went out (cf. 
44% for “Unconcerned” parents). 

Again, parents appeared to overstate the situation. Only 55% of 
respondents in the ALAC Youth Drinking Monitor claimed their parents 
always or mostly set clear rules about alcohol use, and 28% claimed their 
parents always or mostly set a limit on how much they could drink. 
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Socialising 

Almost all respondents claimed they always or mostly got to know their 
teenager’s friends (92%), where they were going and who with when they 
went out (90%) and what the transportation arrangements would be 
(90%). 

However, fewer respondents claimed they always or mostly set curfews 
(62%), picked their teenager up from social functions (58%) and had an 
arrangement that, when they had returned home after a night out, they 
would tell them they were safely home (74%). 

There were some interesting differences by the parental “concern” 
segments, with “Unconcerned” parents more likely to claim they always 
or mostly set curfews (68% cf. 57% for “More concerned” parents), and 
more likely to claim they always or mostly picked up their teenager (68% 
cf. 51% for “More concerned” parents). 

Again, lower proportions of Youth reported that this was what their parent 
actually did. For example, less than one half claimed that their parent 
always or mostly set a curfew (46%), or that they had an arrangement 
whereby they told their parent they were home safely (63%). An even 
lower proportion claimed their parents always or mostly got to know their 
friends (78%). 

Co-ordinating with other adults 

Almost two-thirds of respondents claimed they always or mostly checked 
that there was adult supervision at social functions their teenager was 
attending where alcohol would be available (64%). 

However, less than one half of respondents claimed they always or 
mostly contacted the parent host of parties their teenager attended (41%) 
and reflecting this, less than half reported they always or mostly talked to 
the parents of their friends about the parties their teenagers were 
attending (47%). 

There were significant differences by the parental “concern” segments, 
with “More concerned” parents less likely to claim they always or mostly 
did these behaviours than, for example, “Unconcerned” parents. 

Again, parents appeared to be overstating what they did according to the 
results of the ALAC Youth Drinking Monitor. Only 20% of Youth claimed 
that their parents always or mostly contacted to the parent hosts of 
parties they were attending, and only 24% claimed they always or mostly 
talked to their friends’ parents about the parties they were attending. 
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Table 39. Actions taken in regard to teenager and alcohol (by parental “concern” 
segment) 

Q15. I’m now going to read out some statements about the steps that some parents take 
in regard to their teenager and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say whether 
it is something you do always, mostly, sometimes, not often or never. 

Youth 
Drinking 
Monitor 
n=303 

Total 
Sample 
n=403 

Un-
concerned 

n=128 

Somewhat 
concerned 

n=107 

More 
concerned 

n=167 
%* %* %* %* %* 

Communication/Discussion 
I talk to my teenager about what is going 

on in their life 53 86 ¾¾¾¾93 85 80 
I talk to my teenager about the kind of 

things that can go wrong in situations 
where alcohol is present 43 77 76 78 77 

I have discussions with my teenager about 
alcohol related issues nm 64 61 59 ¾¾¾¾71 

Rules about alcohol 
I set clear rules for my teenager about 

alcohol use 55 75 80 67 77 
Before my teenager attends an event 

where alcohol will be present, I set a limit 
on how much my teenager can drink 28 43 39 48 41 

I make it a rule that my teen mustn’t drink 
alcohol when they go out nm 33 ¾¾¾¾44 22 32 

Socialising 
I get to know my teenager’s friends 78 92 94 90 91 
My teenager and I agree on arrangements 

about transportation to and from an event 
before they go out 79 90 ¾¾¾¾94 93 83 

When my teenager goes out, I know where 
he/she is going and who with nm 90 ¾¾¾¾97 89 82 

My teenager has to let me know when he 
or she is safely home at night 63 74 ¾¾¾¾81 73 70 

I set a curfew before my teenager goes out 
at night 46 62 ¾¾¾¾78 62 57 

I pick my teen up from evening social 
functions which he/she has attended 

Co-ordinating with other adults 
nm 58 ¾¾¾¾66 55 51 

I ensure that my teenager has adult 
supervision in situations where alcohol is 
present 44 64 ¾¾¾¾76 62 55 

I talk to the parents of my teenager’s 
friends about events or parties they are 
going to 25 47 ¾¾¾¾52 44 45 

Before my teenager attends a party, I 
contact the parent host of that party 30 41 ¾¾¾¾53 39 32 

*Proportion saying they ‘always’ or ‘mostly’ do this. 
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Table 40. Actions taken in regard to teenager and alcohol by age of teenager (by 
age group) 

Q15. I’m now going to read out some statements about the steps that some parents take 
in regard to their teenager and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say whether 
it is something you do always, mostly, sometimes, not often or never. 

Parents of Parents of 
Total 

Sample 
n=403 

14-15 year 
olds 

n=157 

16-17 year 
olds 

n=175 

Parent of 18 
year olds 

n=71 
%* %* %* %* 

Communication/Discussion 
I talk to my teenager about what is going on in their 

life. 86 ¾¾¾¾87 90 77 
I talk to my teenager about the kind of things that can 

go wrong in situations where alcohol is present. 77 ¾¾¾¾80 78 67 
I have discussions with my teenager about alcohol 

related issues. 64 ¾¾¾¾65 65 59 
Rules about alcohol 
I set clear rules for my teenager about alcohol use. 75 ¾¾¾¾82 76 58 
Before my teenager attends an event where alcohol 

will be present, I set a limit on how much my 
teenager can drink. 43 ¾¾¾¾55 40 20 

I make it a rule that my teen mustn’t drink alcohol 
when they go out. 

Socialising 
I get to know my teenager’s friends. 

33 

92 

¾¾¾¾53 

¾¾¾¾91 

24 

97 

13 

83 
My teenager and I agree on arrangements about 

transportation to and from an event before they go 
out. 90 ¾¾¾¾95 91 77 

When my teenager goes out, I know where he/she is 
going and who with. 90 ¾¾¾¾96 81 74 

My teenager has to let me know when he or she is 
safely home at night. 

I set a curfew before my teenager goes out at night. 
74 
62 

¾¾¾¾79 
¾¾¾¾75 

70 
64 

51 
30 

I pick my teen up from evening social functions which 
he/she has attended. 

Co-ordinating with other adults 
I ensure that my teenager has adult supervision in 

situations where alcohol is present. 

58 

64 

¾¾¾¾83 

¾¾¾¾82 

45 

60 

37 

33 
I talk to the parents of my teenager’s friends about 

events or parties they are going to. 47 ¾¾¾¾63 44 25 
Before my teenager attends a party, I contact the 

parent host of that party. 41 ¾¾¾¾55 39 19 
*Proportion saying they ‘always’ or ‘mostly’ do this. 

Youth and Alcohol. Benchmark survey of parental concern 56 



Table 41. Actions taken in regard to teenager and alcohol (by parental “concern” 
segment) 

Q15. I’m now going to read out some statements about the steps that some parents take 
in regard to their teenager and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say whether 
it is something you do always, mostly, sometimes, not often or never. 

Total Un- Somewhat More 
Sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=167 

% % % % 
I talk to my teenager about what is going on in 

their life 

Not often 1 0 0 2 
Never 1 0 2 0 
Don’t know/not applicable 0 0 0 0 

Always 56 ¾¾¾¾72 48 48 
Mostly 30 ¾¾¾¾21 37 32 
Sometimes 12 6 13 18 

Total 100 100 100 100 
I have discussions with my teenager about 

alcohol related issues 

Not often 6 3 12 4 
Never 1 2 1 0 
Don’t know/not applicable 2 3 2 0 

Always 37 41 33 37 
Mostly 27 20 27 34 
Sometimes 27 31 26 25 

Total 100 100 100 100 
I set clear rules for my teenager about alcohol use 

Not often 4 2 3 7 
Never 7 11 8 3 
Don’t know/not applicable 3 4 5 0 

Always 57 64 53 55 
Mostly 18 16 14 22 
Sometimes 11 4 17 12 

Total 100 100 100 100 
I make it a rule that my teen mustn’t drink alcohol 

when they go out 

Not often 14 6 20 16 
Never 34 32 40 31 
Don’t know/not applicable 6 10 4 4 

Always 24 ¾¾¾¾35 14 23 
Mostly 9 ¾¾¾¾9 8 9 
Sometimes 13 8 14 17 

Total 100 100 100 100 
I talk to my teenager about the kind of things that 

can go wrong in situations where alcohol is 

Not often 2 6 0 0 
Never 2 2 2 1 
Don’t know/not applicable 1 3 0 0 

Total 100 100 100 100 

present 
Always 57 62 51 57 
Mostly 20 14 27 20 
Sometimes 18 14 20 21 

Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
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Table 42. Actions taken in regard to teenager and alcohol (by parental “concern” 
segment) - continued 

Q15. I’m now going to read out some statements about the steps that some parents take 
in regard to their teenager and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say whether 
it is something you do always, mostly, sometimes, not often or never. 

Total Un- Somewhat More 
Sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=167 

% % % % 
I ensure that my teenager has adult supervision in 

situations where alcohol is present 

Sometimes 13 8 15 15 
Not often 11 4 12 15 
Never 9 5 9 12 
Don’t know/not applicable 4 6 2 3 

Always 44 ¾¾¾¾63 39 31 
Mostly 20 ¾¾¾¾13 23 24 

Total 100 100 100 100 
Before my teenager attends an event where 

alcohol will be present, I set a limit on how much 
my teenager can drink 

35 24 
13 17 

Not often 8 4 7 11 
Never 29 25 30 32 
Don’t know/not applicable 16 28 10 10 

Always 31 34 
Mostly 12 5 
Sometimes 5 3 5 6 

Total 100 100 100 100 
Before my teenager attends a party, I contact the 

parent host of that party

 Not often 9 3 8 16 
Never 21 20 21 23 
Don’t know/not applicable 9 10 9 7 

Always 31 ¾¾¾¾44 22 26 
Mostly 10 ¾¾¾¾9 17 6 
Sometimes 20 13 22 23 

Total 100 100 100 100 
My teenager and I agree on arrangements about 

transportation to and from an event before they 

Not often 2 0 0 6 
Never 3 4 2 3 
Don’t know/not applicable 1 1 1 2 

go out 
Always 80 ¾¾¾¾89 82 70 
Mostly 10 ¾¾¾¾5 11 13 
Sometimes 4 1 4 6 

Total 100 100 100 100 
When my teenager goes out, I know where he/she 

is going and who with 

Not often 2 0 3 4 
Never 1 1 0 2 
Don’t know/not applicable 0 0 0 0 

Total 100 100 100 100 

Always 69 ¾¾¾¾87 71 49 
Mostly 21 ¾¾¾¾10 19 33 
Sometimes 7 1 7 13 

Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
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Table 43. Actions taken in regard to teenager and alcohol (by parental “concern” 
segment) - continued 

Q15. I’m now going to read out some statements about the steps that some parents take 
in regard to their teenager and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say whether 
it is something you do always, mostly, sometimes, not often or never. 

Total Un- Somewhat More 
Sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=167 

% % % % 
I set a curfew before my teenager goes out at 

night 

Not often 6 6 3 7 
Never 17 16 13 20 
Don’t know/not applicable 4 6 3 3 

Always 51 ¾¾¾¾56 53 44 
Mostly 11 ¾¾¾¾12 9 13 
Sometimes 11 5 18 12 

Total 100 100 100 100 
My teenager has to let me know when he or she is 

safely home at night 

Sometimes 4 4 5 3 
Not often 4 0 5 8 
Never 11 7 11 14 
Don’t know/not applicable 7 8 6 6 

Always 65 ¾¾¾¾70 67 59 
Mostly 9 ¾¾¾¾11 6 11 

Total 100 100 100 100 
I pick my teen up from evening social functions 

which he/she has attended 

Not often 6 5 3 10 
Never 10 9 8 12 
Don’t know/not applicable 2 2 3 2 

Always 34 ¾¾¾¾44 25 31 
Mostly 24 ¾¾¾¾24 30 20 
Sometimes 24 17 31 25 

Total 100 100 100 100 
I get to know my teenager’s friends 

Not often 1 1 0 2 
Never 1 0 0 2 
Don’t know/not applicable 0 0 0 0 

Always 58 71 51 52 
Mostly 34 24 39 39 
Sometimes 6 3 9 6 

Total 100 100 100 100 
I talk to the parents of my teenager’s friends about 

events or parties they are going to 

Not often 9 9 8 9 
Never 10 12 6 11 
Don’t know/not applicable 3 3 2 3 

Total 100 100 100 100 

Always 27 32 21 27 
Mostly 20 20 23 18 
Sometimes 31 23 41 32 

Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
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7.47.47.47.4 Problems parents are having dealing withPr ving dealing witPrProblems parents are ha hoblems parents are having dealing withoblems parents are having dealing with 
teenagers and alcoholteenagers and alcohott leenagers and alcoholeenagers and alcohol

In the previous section, we reported that there were significant 
differences in terms of what parents were reporting they were doing in 
relation to their teenager and alcohol, and what Youth reported their 
parents were doing. 

We also reported that there were significant differences between the 
three parental “concern” segments. “More concerned” parents were less 
likely to engage in certain behaviours compared to “Unconcerned” 
parents. 

Against this background, when parents were asked about the problems 
they experienced broaching the subject of alcohol with their teenagers 
and/or enforcing their rules, etc., most respondents effectively claimed 
they were not the ones with the problems; the problems were 
experienced by others: 

• either the teenager him/herself 

• the other parent; or 

• the parents of their teenager’s friends. 

Not surprisingly, “More concerned” parents were more likely to claim that 
this was the case than, for example, “Unconcerned” parents. These 
parents were also more likely to claim they had difficulties approaching 
their teenager to talk about alcohol-related issues (15% claimed this was 
mostly or sometimes an issue cf. 4% for “Unconcerned” parents). 

In general, it would also appear that the parents of males were more 
likely to claim they had problems, although there were few differences by 
the age of the teenager, or ethnicity. 
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Table 44. Problems encountered by parents in regard to their teenager and alcohol 
(by parental “concern” segment) 

Q16. I’m now going to read out some statements about problems that some parents have 
encountered when dealing with their teenager in relation to alcohol. As I read out each 
statement, please say whether you always, mostly, sometimes, not often or never 
encounter this problem with your own teen. 

Total Un- Somewhat More 
Sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=167 

% % % % 
I have difficulty approaching my teenager to talk 

about alcohol related issues. 

Not often 9 4 11 12 
Never 82 90 84 73 
Don’t know/not applicable 1 2 0 0 

Always 0 0 0 ¾¾¾¾0 
Mostly 1 0 0 ¾¾¾¾2 
Sometimes 7 4 4 ¾¾¾¾13 

Total 100 100 100 100 
I set rules for my teenager about alcohol but their 

other parent lets them break those rules. 
1 0 0 ¾¾¾¾3 
2 0 0 ¾¾¾¾4 

17 10 10 ¾¾¾¾30 

Never 55 69 56 39 
Don’t know/not applicable 17 14 21 15 

Always 
Mostly 
Sometimes 
Not often 9 6 13 8 

Total 100 100 100 100 
I set rules for my teenager about alcohol but 

he/she breaks them. 

Never 55 77 59 29 
Don’t know/not applicable 9 10 9 8 

Always 2 0 1 ¾¾¾¾4 
Mostly 2 0 0 ¾¾¾¾6 
Sometimes 17 3 15 ¾¾¾¾33 
Not often 15 10 15 20 

Total 100 100 100 100 
It’s hard to set rules because my teenager’s 

friends have parents who are more lenient. 

Never 44 57 38 37 
Don’t know/not applicable 12 14 15 6 

Total 100 100 100 100 

Always 4 3 2 ¾¾¾¾8 
Mostly 8 4 3 ¾¾¾¾14 
Sometimes 19 12 24 ¾¾¾¾21 
Not often 14 9 18 14 

Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
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7.57.57.57.5 Where to go for help?Wh eWhWhere to go for h lp?ere to go for help?ere to go for help?

Respondents were asked to identify the people or organisations 
(including the Alcohol Helpline) that they could utilise for support in 
dealing with their teenager and alcohol-related issues. 

First of all, it should be noted that a wide range of answers was given to 
the question, with few ‘sources’ being identified by significant proportions 
of parents. There were few differences by the parental “concern” 
segments, or by the age of the teenager, or by the gender of the 
teenager. 

Most sources were either of the semi-formal nature (e.g. school at 27% 
and church at 11%), or very formal and possibly not the most appropriate 
(e.g. AA at 33% and the Police at 11%). 

In comparison, few identified people immediately around them (e.g. a 
partner at 2% or friend at 5%). The exception to this were Māori who 
more frequently identified their ‘extended family’ as a support channel. 

Finally, note that relatively minor proportions of respondents also 
identified the Alcohol Helpline (4%) and ALAC’s web page (3%) as a 
source. 
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Table 45. Awareness of sources of support for dealing with teenagers and alcohol 
(by parental “concern” segment) 

Q17. Thinking now about the help and support available to parents dealing with 
teenagers and alcohol related issues. What people or organisations could you go to if you 
needed support dealing with your teenager about alcohol related issues? Can you think of 
any other options? 
 Total Un- Somewhat More 

Sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=167 

% % % % 

Informal sources: 
The teen’s other parent 2 2 0 4 
Friends 5 8 2 5 
Extended family 7 10 5 5 
Other parents 5 4 5 7 
Books 1 0 2 0 
Semi-formal sources: 
The school 27 25 24 30 
The church 11 15 10 7 
The marae 0 0 0 0 
Formal sources: 
AA 33 38 29 31 
The Police 11 11 10 12 
Citizens Advice Bureau 8 9 9 5 
DARE 5 2 8 5 
Toughlove Parent Support Groups 4 2 4 7 
Personal Help Services 1 2 0 1 
Barnardos  0 0 0 0 
Relationship Services 1 1 0 1 

Other 44 41 44 48 
None 3 6 3 0 
Don’t know 15 10 17 18 
Total ** ** ** ** 

ALAC-related sources: 
The Alcohol Helpline 4 5 2 3 
ALAC web page 3 1 3 6 

Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 
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7.67.67.67.6 Experience of  support channelsExperi anneExperiExperience of  support ch lsence of  support channelsence of  support channels

Given the earlier results for the awareness of people or organisations 
that parents could utilise for support in dealing with their teenager and 
alcohol-related issues, most respondents claimed they had not utilised 
any of these support channels (79%). 

This was more likely to be the case amongst “Unconcerned” parents 
(86% cf. than for “Somewhat concerned” (85%) and “More concerned” 
parents (70%) ). There were no differences by the age of the teenager, or 
by the gender of the teenager, or by ethnicity. 

This means that “More concerned” parents have made use of support 
channels, but it is not obvious from the results what these are. Note, also, 
that this segment also recorded a relatively high ‘don’t know’ level. 
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 Table 46. Utilised sources of support for dealing with teenagers and alcohol (by 
parental “concern” segment) 

Q17b. Thinking now about the help and support available to parents dealing with 
teenagers and alcohol related issues. ... Which of these have you actually used? 
 Total Un- Somewhat More 

Sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=126 n=107 n=165 

% % % % 

Informal sources: 
Friends 1 1 2 0 
Extended family 1 0 1 1 
Other parents 1 1 0 3 
Semi-formal sources: 
The school 3 3 2 4 
The church 1 1 3 0 
Formal sources: 
Personal Help Services 1 0 1 1 
Citizens Advice Bureau 1 2 0 1 
Toughlove Parent Support Groups 1 0 0 2 
AA 1 0 1 2 
The Police 0 0 0 1 
ALAC-related sources: 
The Alcohol Helpline 0 1 0 0 
ALAC web page 0 0 0 0 

Other 8 6 1 10 
None 79 86 85 70 
Don’t know 7 4 6 9 
Total ** ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 
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8.8.8.8. Knowledge of  legislation
KnowledgKnowledgKnowledge of  legislatione of  legislatione of  legislation

8.18.18.18.1 Legal drinking ageLeLeLegal drinking agegal drinking agegal drinking age

The majority of respondents (98%) were aware that 18 is now the legal 
age for purchasing alcohol and importantly, only 1% of parents believed 
the legal drinking age was less than 18 years. However, knowledge of 
the finer points of the new drinking legislation was markedly lower. 

One-third (30%) of respondents were not aware of the situations in which 
under 18 year olds could legally be supplied with alcohol, and 15% 
believed that there were no circumstances in which alcohol could legally 
be supplied to under 18 year olds. 

Forty-two percent (43%) of respondents knew that under 18 year olds 
could be given alcohol by their parent or legal guardian, but only 11% 
were aware that an under 18 year old could legally receive alcohol at 
private functions. 

Understanding of the situations in which under 18 year olds could drink 
away from private premises was similarly low. The majority of 
respondents (60%) believed that there were no circumstances in which 
this was permissible, and a further 26% were unsure. 

Note that, although the parents of younger teenagers were less likely to 
claim they didn’t know in what situations under 18 year olds could drink 
away from private premises, they were more likely to claim there were no 
such situations. Māori parents were generally less knowledgeable than 
non-Māori parents. 

There were no differences between parents on the basis of the gender of 
their teenager. 

Just 11% of all parents knew that under 18 year olds were allowed to 
drink in public places if accompanied by their parent, or legal guardian. 

These results are interesting given the proportion of respondents who 
reported they had given their 14 to 17 year old teenager alcohol to take 
to a social event they were themselves not attending. 
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Table 47. Legal drinking age (by parental “concern” segment) 

Q18. I’m going to ask a few questions now about alcohol and the law. Do you know how old 
people need to be before they can buy alcohol or be supplied with alcohol in NZ? 

Total Un- Somewhat More 
Sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=167 

% % % % 
Less than 18 years 1 1 0 0 
18 years ¾¾¾¾98 96 99 97 
19 years 0 1 0 0 
20 years 1 2 1 0 
Over 20 years 1 0 0 2 
Don’t know 0 0 0 1 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 48. Legal supply of alcohol to under 18 year olds (by parental “concern” segment) 

Q19. And do you know if there are any situations where under 18 years old can legally be supplied 
with alcohol? 

Total Un- Somewhat More 
Sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=167 

% % % % 
Correct responses 

¾¾¾¾43 39 41 50 

11 8 12 13 
Incorrect responses 
If it is given to them by an older family member 2 1 3 1 
If it is given to them by an adult 2 3 1 3 
In a restaurant or café where there is food 8 7 7 10 
Other 5 4 3 7 
None/There are no exceptions to the law 15 22 12 11 
Don’t know 30 27 36 27 
Total ** ** ** ** 

When it is given to them by their parent or 
legal guardian 

When it is given to them at a private function 
(e.g. a wedding, 21st birthday party) 

Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 
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Table 49. Under 18 year olds drinking alcohol in public places (by parental “concern” 
segment) 

Q20. And do you know whether under 18 year olds are allowed to drink alcohol away from private

premises.  This means places like public parks, streets, beaches or anywhere that is not privately

owned. 

Are there any special conditions associated with that?

Are there any exceptions to that? 

 Total Un- Somewhat More 

Sample concerned concerned concerned 
n=403 n=128 n=107 n=167 

% % % % 
Correct responses 

Incorrect responses 
No, the are not allowed under any 

circumstances 60 72 49 60 
Yes, they can under any circumstances 0 0 0 0 
Yes, they can if they are with an adult (e.g. 

relative, friend, coach, teacher) 0 0 0 1 
Yes, they can if the alcohol was legally 

supplied (i.e. given to them by their parent or 
guardian 1 0 0 2 

Other incorrect response 4 0 6 5 
Don’t know 27 18 34 27 
Total ** ** ** ** 

They are allowed if they are with a parent or 
guardian 11 9 14 10 

Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 
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8.28.28.28.2 Proof of agePrPrProof  of ageoof  of ageoof  of age

Parental awareness of acceptable types of identification for purchasing 
alcohol was relatively strong. 

While 43% of respondents mentioned a non-specific form of photo 
identification, NZ photo drivers’ licences and passports were cited by 
67% and 28% of respondents respectively. 

Almost one-quarter of respondents (23%) cited the HANZ card. The 
comparable figure from the ALAC Youth Drinking Monitor was 49%. 

Table 50. Proof of age (by parental “concern” segment) 

Q21. And do you know what sort of identification is needed as proof of age for people wanting to 
buy alcohol?
 Total Un- Somewhat More 

Sample 
n=403 

concerned 
n=128 

concerned 
n=107 

concerned 
n=167 

% % % % 
Photo ID (non-specific) 43 47 45 37 

Don’t know 4 4 6 3 
Total ** ** ** ** 

NZ or overseas passport 28 25 28 31 
NZ photo drivers license 67 72 61 68 
HANZ 18+ card 23 17 28 23 
Other 33 31 32 36 

Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 

Youth and Alcohol. Benchmark survey of parental concern 69 



      

Appendix A:Appendix A:Appendix A:Appendix A: QuestionnaireQu nairQuQuestion eestionnaireestionnaire

ID_NUMBER:________ 
AFTER INTERVIEW, 
PLEASE CIRCLE 
ONE CATEGORY IN 
EACH COLUMN 

A B C 

Q99.2 Age of oldest teen 

14 years 1 
15 years 2 
16 years 3 
17 years 4 
18 years 5 
Other 6 

quota=80 of each age 
category (not incl. ‘other’) 

Q12 

Maori 1 
Non Māori 2 
Refused 3 

quota = 200 of each 
ethnic category 

Q 13 Respondent’s 
Gender 
Male 1 
Female 2 

quota=200 of each 
category 

ALAC CAMPAIGN: PARENTS BENCHMARK 
BRC Marketing & Social Research PN 2012 
March 2000 

Kia Ora/Good morning/afternoon/evening, my name’s … and I’m calling from BRC Marketing and 
Social Research in Wellington. We are conducting a survey about parents’ opinions on a range of 
different topics relating to teenagers. 

AS NECESSARY: It’s for a non-profit organisation. 

For this survey I need to speak to parents or guardians of children aged 14 to 18 years. Are there 
people meeting this criteria in your household? 

Could I please talk to the parent who has their birthday next? This is so we can randomly select a 
person from all those who qualify. 

IF THE PERSON IS NOT AVAILABLE ASK: When would be a good time to call back and speak to 
him/her? RECORD DETAILS 

REINTRODUCE AS NECESSARY 
We would like to speak to you and also, if possible, the child living in your household aged 14 to 18 
with the next birthday. We would like to be able to interview you without this child over-hearing so 
that they won’t know what the survey is about. 

AS NECESSARY: I need to ask them the first few questions without them knowing the topic. 

When would be a convenient time to do a 20 minute survey with you, when your child won’t be able to 
listen in, or would now suit? 

START TIME: ________ 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION ONLY IF NEEDED: 
• 	 This is genuine market research. I’m not selling anything. 
• 	 Information provided is confidential. We report summary results about groups; we do not identify 

which individuals have said what. 
• 	 We’re not allowed to tell you who the client is, just as we’re not allowed to identify you and your 

answers to the client. 
To assess the quality of my interviewing, my Supervisor may listen to this call. 

SECTION 1: QUALIFICATION QUESTIONS 
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9.9.9.9. FirsFirsFirsrst oft oft oft of  all, caall, caall, caall, can yn yn yn youououou please tell me howplease tell me howplease tell me howplease tell me howFi 
many children you are the parent or guardianmany children you are the parent or guarmany cmany c dianhildren you are the parent or guardianhildren you are the parent or guardian 
of?ofofof???

 Children 

9.19.19.19.1 Can you please tell me the age and gender of  each of theseCa he age and gender of  each of thesCaCan you please tell me t en you please tell me the age and gender of  each of thesen you please tell me the age and gender of  each of these 
children?childrenchch ?ildren?ildren?

Q9 Children’s Age Q99.1 Children’s Gender 
Male Female 

0-13 years 1, 
14 years 2, 
15 years 3, 
16 years 4, 
17 years 5, 
18 years 6, 
19+ years 7, 

Refused  8 

9.29.29.29.2 And can you tell me the age of  the oldest 14And can you tell me the age of  the oldest 1And cAnd c 4an you tell me the age of  the oldest 14an you tell me the age of  the oldest 14----11118 year old childear old chearear ildold childold child8 y88 yy
you have living with you?you have living with yyy ou?ou have living with you?ou have living with you?

IF ONLY ONE 14-18 YEAR OLD, CODE AGE IN BOX BELOW. 

COPY TO TRACKING BOX A.


Q99.2 Age of oldest teen 
14 years 1 
15 years 2 
16 years 3 
17 years 4 
18 years 5 
Other 6 
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10.10.10.10. CHECK AGE OF OLDEST 14-18 YEAR OLD CHILD CODED AT 99.2: 

Thinking about your _________ year old (age ofThinking about your _________ year old (ageTT  ofhinking about your _________ year old (age ofhinking about your _________ year old (age of
oldest 14oldest 14oldest 14oldest 14----18 year old), does this teenager live18 y18 y18 year old), does this teenager liveear old), does this teenager liveear old), does this teenager live 
with you on a fullwith you on a fullwith youwith y on a fullou on a full----time basis????time basistime basistime basis

Yes ...............................................1 Î Q11 

No ................................................2 

Don’t know/refused.......................3 Î TERMINATE


10.110.110.110.1 Does this teenager live in your household for at least 2 daysDo er live in your household for at least 2 dayDoDoes this teenag ses this teenager live in your household for at least 2 dayses this teenager live in your household for at least 2 days
every fortnight?every fortnighteveeve ?ry fortnight?ry fortnight?

Yes ...............................................1 

No .................................................2 º
ººº
Don’t know/refused.......................3 ¼¼¼¼Î TERMINATE


10.210.210.210.2 And does this teenager spend 2 days or more per fortnightAnd doe ore per fortAnd doeAnd does this teenager spend 2 days or m nights this teenager spend 2 days or more per fortnights this teenager spend 2 days or more per fortnight 
living with another parent/guardian?living with another parent/guardiall n?iving with another parent/guardian?iving with another parent/guardian?

Yes ...............................................1 

No .................................................2 

Don’t know/refused.......................3 
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11.11.11.11. Thinking now about ethnicity, which of  theT ow about ethnicity, which of  thTThinking n ehinking now about ethnicity, which of  thehinking now about ethnicity, which of  the 
following ethnic groups dof llowing ethnic g oupsffo r doollowing ethnic groups doo roupsllowing ethnic g t into?t into?t into?do you fifffiiit into? YouYouYoY uou cancancancan 
be in more than one. Are you ...be in more than one. Are ybe inbe in ou ...more than one. Are you ...more than one. Are you ... READ 

Maori ...............................................................................................1, 

NZ European (Pakeha)...................................................................2, 

Other European ..............................................................................3, 

Samoan...........................................................................................4, 

Cook Island Maori ...........................................................................5, 

Tongan............................................................................................6, 

Niuean.............................................................................................7, 


Other (SPECIFY) _______________________________________8, 
Refused...........................................................................................9, 
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12.121212... CODING QUESTION ONLY.

IF MAORI IS CODED AT Q11, CODE MAORI BELOW. IF REFUSED IS CODED AT Q11, CODE REFUSED 


BELOW. OTHERWISE CODE AS NON-MAORI. COPY TO TRACKING BOX B.


Maori.............................................1 

Non Maori .....................................2 

Refused ........................................3 
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13.13.13.13. CODE RESPONDENT’S GENDER TO TRACKING BOX C. 

Male..............................................1 

Female..........................................2 


CHECK ETHNICITY, GENDER AND AGE QUOTAS AND CONTINUE/TERMINATE 

IF TERMINATED, SAY: I’m sorry, but we’ve interviewed enough people in your 
category. But thank you very much for talking to me. 

IF NECESSARY, SAY: By enough people in your category, I mean that we have 
interviewed enough people of your teens age and your ethnicity and gender for 
this survey. 
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______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

SECTION 2: AWARENESS AND BELIEFS ABOUT 
TEENAGERS AND ALCOHOL 

Now, I’m going to ask some questions about a number of topics relating to children and teenagers. 
We’re interested in getting a range of opinions and views from parents and there are no right or wrong 
answers; everyone’s opinion counts. 

When we report on the results, we will do this by grouping everyone’s opinions together. This means 
that the answers you give me are completely confidential. 

13.1 In your opinion, what is theIn your opinion, what is theIn your opinion, whIn your opini at is theon, what is the ggggrrrreaeaeaeatest concconconconcccernernernern that parentsthththat parentsat parentsat parentstestttestest
have to deal with when their children become teenagers?have to deal with when their children become teenagershaha ?ve to deal with when their children become teenagers?ve to deal with when their children become teenagers? DO NOT 

READ. CODE GREATEST PROBLEM IN COL A. 

13.213.213.213.2 What are the other concerns parents have to deal with in relation to their teenagers?Wh her concerns parents have to deal with in relation to their teenagersWhWhat are the ot ?at are the other concerns parents have to deal with in relation to their teenagers?at are the other concerns parents have to deal with in relation to their teenagers? DO 

NOT READ. CODE ALL OTHERS MENTIONED IN COLUMN B. IF NECESSARY: And what about thingsAnd what about thinAnAn gsd what about thingsd what about things 
to do with school/working/relationships/ento do with school/working/relationships/ento do with school/workihool/wor ng/relationships/enking/relations nteteterrrtttaaaiiinmennmennment?t?t?to do with sc	 hips/e tertainment? 

A 	B 
Greatest concern Others 
CODE ONE concerns 

CODE 
MANY 

a. School/Education/Qualifications in general 	 1 1, 
b. Getting a job (full-time/part-time) 	 2 2, 
c. 	 The cost of an education (Uni/polytech/apprenticeships) 3 3, 
d. 	 Strong peer pressure/being forced to do things to be allowed to 4 4, 

stay in the group e.g., drink, smoke, do drugs etc. 
e. 	 Self image/self confidence/self esteem/mental health/ 5 5, 
f. Teen suicide 	 6 6, 
g. Sexual relationships	 7 7, 
h. Teen pregnancy	 8 8, 
i. Sexually transmitted diseases	 9 9, 
j. Difficulties communicating with their teens 	 10 10, 
k. Difficulties enforcing rules with their teens 	 11 11, 
l. Dangerous driving (speed, alcohol) 	 12 12, 
m. Staying out too late/ breaking curfews 	 13 13, 
n. Alcohol related damage to teens physical health	 14 14, 
o. Alcohol related damage to teens mental health	 15 15, 
p. Alcohol related sexual vulnerability	 16 16, 
q. Alcohol related violence or aggression	 17 17, 
r. Alcohol generally	 18 18, 
s. Drugs and drug related issues 	 19 19, 
t. Others ______________________________________ 	 20 20, 

u. Others_______________________________________ 	 21 21, 

v. Others ______________________________________ 	 22 22, 

w. None	 23 23, 
x. Refused	 24 24, 
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y. Don’t know 25 25, 


ALAC Campaign: Parents Benchmark (Final as at 17/03/00 78




ALAC Campaign: Parents Benchmark (Final as at 17/03/00 79 



14. Now, I’Now, I’Now, I’Now, I’m going to read out somem gm gm going to read out someoing to read out someoing to read out some 
statements about concerns some parents havestatements about concerns some parents havstasta etements about concerns some parents havetements about concerns some parents have
in relation to teenage children and alcohol. As Iin relation to teenage childrin rin r en and alcohol. As Ielation to teenage children and alcohol. As Ielation to teenage children and alcohol. As I 
read out each statement, please say how muchread out each statement, please say how mucrr head out each statement, please say how muchead out each statement, please say how much
of  a concern you personally think each is inof  a concern you personally think each isofof  ina concern you personally think each is ina concern you personally think each is in 
relation to teenagers and alcohol?relation to teenagers and alrr cohol?elation to teenagers and alcohol?elation to teenagers and alcohol? PROMPT: Is tIs tIs tIs thatttthahaha
just concerned/not concerned or veryjust concerned/not concerned or vejust concernejust concerne ryd/not concerned or veryd/not concerned or very 
concerned/not at all concerned?concerned/not at all concerconcerned/not aconcerned/not a ned?t all concerned?t all concerned? START AT * AND READ. CODE 

ONE FOR EACH STATEMENT. 

Very Concerned Neither Not Not at all Don’t 
concerned concerned concerned know 

a) Drink driving (as either 1 2 3 4 5 6 
the passenger or 
driver) 

b) Becoming involved in a 1 2 3 4 5 6 
violent or aggressive 
situation 

c) Becoming more 1 2 3 4 5 6 
sexually  vulnerable 

d) Damaging their health 1 2 3 4 5 6 
e) Smoking cigarettes 1 2 3 4 5 6 
f) Taking drugs 1 2 3 4 5 6 
g) Injuring themselves 1 2 3 4 5 6 
g) Embarrassing 1 2 3 4 5 6 

themselves or their 
family 
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___________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

15.15.15.15. And in your opinion, who do you believeAnd in your opinion, who do you believAnd iAnd i en your opinion, who do you believen your opinion, who do you believe
the mostthe mostthe most important role in helpingimp ole in helimpimportant r pingortant role in helpingortant role in helping 

teenagers learn how to handle alcoholteenagerstete  learn how to handle alcoholenagers learn how to handle alcoholenagers learn how to handle alcohol 
responsibly?responsibrr ly?esponsibly?esponsibly? CODE ONE ONLY 

should playshould plashould plashould playyy the most

Parents/Guardians ...........................................................................1 

Police ...............................................................................................2 

Teachers/schools.............................................................................3 

Church .............................................................................................4 

Whanau/extended family .................................................................5 

Other community organisation (please specify) ..............................6 


Other Government organisation (please specify) ............................7 


Other (please specify)......................................................................8 


Don’t know .......................................................................................9 
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SECTION 3: INVOLVEMENT WITH THEIR TEENAGER IN 
RELATION TO ALCOHOL 
I’d like you to start thinking now about your oldest 14 - 18 year old  who lives with 
you at least 2 days per fortnight. I’d like you to answer the rest of the questions 
based on your experience with this teenager. 
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16.16.16.16. On a scale of zero to ten, how worriedOn a scale of  to ten, how worrOn a scale ofOn a scale of zero iedzero to ten, how worriedzero to ten, how worried 
would you say you are aboutwould you say you are abww outould you say you are aboutould you say you are about your teen andteen andteen andteen and 
alcohol. Please let zero represent not at allalcohol. Please let zero represent not atalcohol. Palcohol. P  alllease let zero represent not at alllease let zero represent not at all 
worried and ten represent extremely worried.worried and ten represent extremely worrww ied.orried and ten represent extremely worried.orried and ten represent extremely worried. 

Not at all 
worried 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Extremely 
worried 
10 

11 Don’t know 
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17.17.17.17. I’m now going to read out views of  someI’m now g s ofI’m now gI’m now going to read out view  someoing to read out views of  someoing to read out views of  some 
parents about their teenager and alcohol, andparents about their teenager and alcohol,parpar  andents about their teenager and alcohol, andents about their teenager and alcohol, and 
I’d like you to let me know whether you agree orI’d like you to let me know whether you agreI’I’ e ord like you to let me know whether you agree ord like you to let me know whether you agree or
disagree with each statement in relationdisa ree with each statement in reladisadisag tiongree with each statement in relationgree with each statement in relation to your 
own teenager???? 
PROMPT: Is that just agree/disagree or stronglyIs that just agree/disagree or strongIs thaIs tha lyt just agree/disagree or stronglyt just agree/disagree or strongly 
agree/disagree?agree/disagraa ee?gree/disagree?gree/disagree?

START AT * AND READ. CODE ONE FOR EACH STATEMENT. 

Strongly Agree Neither Disagree Strongly Don’t 
agree disagree know 

a) It is OK for my teenager to get 1 2 3 4 5 6 
drunk sometimes. 

b) Getting drunk is part of having fun 1 2 3 4 5 6 
as a teenager. 

c) Teenagers should not drink at all. 1 2 3 4 5 6 
d) I set a good example for my 1 2 3 4 5 6 

teenager through my own 
drinking behaviour. 
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18.18.18.18. Do you think your teenager drinks alcohol?
Do you think your teenager drinkDo yDo y s alcohol?ou think your teenager drinks alcohol?ou think your teenager drinks alcohol?

Yes ...............................................1 

No .................................................2 ººººÎQ23

Can’t say/don’t know ....................3 ¼
¼¼¼
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19.19.19.19. And do you think your teenager has everAnd do you think your teenager has evAnd do yAnd do y erou think your teenager has everou think your teenager has ever 
drunk too much alcohol?drunk too muchdrdr  alcohol?unk too much alcohol?unk too much alcohol?

Yes ...............................................1 

No .................................................2 

Can’t say/don’t know ....................3 
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20.20.20.20. How does your teenager currently obtainHow does y rHow does yHow does your teenager cur ently obtainour teenager currently obtainour teenager currently obtain 
alcohol?alcohol?alcohol?alcohol? PROBE: Any other ways?Any other waysAny other wAny other w ?ays?ays?

Teen buys it him/herself..................................................................1, 

From his/her friends ........................................................................2, 

From a brother or sister ..................................................................3, 

From a parent .................................................................................4, 

From a friend’s parents/siblings......................................................5, 

From another adult the teen knows ................................................6, 

From a stranger ..............................................................................7, 

Teen steals it/sneaks it ...................................................................8, 

Other ...............................................................................................9, 

Don’t know ....................................................................................10, 

Refused.........................................................................................11, 
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21.21.21.21. Within the past 6 months, have you givenWithin the past 6 months, have you givWithinWithin enthe past 6 months, have you giventhe past 6 months, have you given
your teenager money to purchase alcohol toyour teenager money to purchase alcoholyy  toour teenager money to purchase alcohol toour teenager money to purchase alcohol to 
take to an event which you will not betake to an event which you willtaktak not bee to an event which you will not bee to an event which you will not be 
attending?aaattending?ttending?ttending? IF YES: The last time you did thiT e last time yTTh ou did thishe last time you did thishe last time you did this, how,,, howhowhow 
much would you have given them?much would you have givenmm  them?uch would you have given them?uch would you have given them?

Less than $10 ...............................1 

$10-20 ..........................................2 

$21-30 ..........................................3 

More than $30 ..............................4 

None/have not 


given money for alcohol ............5 

Don’t know....................................6 

Refused ........................................7 
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22.22.22.22. And within the last six months have youAnd with e yAnd withAnd within the last six months hav ouin the last six months have youin the last six months have you 
ever given your teenager alcohol to take to aever given your teenager alcohol to takee e to aver given your teenager alcohol to take to aver given your teenager alcohol to take to a 
social situation which you will not besocial situation which you willsocial situasocial situa not betion which you will not betion which you will not be
attending?aaattending?ttending?ttending? IF YES: The last time you did this, aboutThe last time you did this, abTT outhe last time you did this, abouthe last time you did this, about 
how much alcohol did you give them? What sorthow much alcohol did you give them? What sorhow mhow m tuch alcohol did you give them? What sortuch alcohol did you give them? What sort 
of  alcohol was that?of  alcohol was thaofof t?alcohol was that?alcohol was that?

IF PARENT GAVE PORTION OF A BOTTLE (E.G. BOTTLE OF VODKA), ESTABLISH SIZE OF BOTTLE 
AND PORTION GIVEN. 

One-quarter, ¼ = 0.25 
One-third, 1/3 = 0.33 
One-half, ½ = 0.5 
Two-thirds, 2/3 = 0.66 
Three-quarters, 3/4 = 0.75 

Alcohol type Quantity 
(number/portion of cans 

or bottles 
e.g. 1, 0.5, 0.25, 6, 12) 

Low alcohol beer 1, 
ORDINARY BEER

 Cans/stubbies etc. 2, 
750 ml bottles 3, 
Flagon 4, 
Keg 5, 

Extra strength beer (e.g., Elephant Beer) 6, 
CIDER

 Stubbie bottles 7, 
750ml bottles 8, 

WINE (STILL OR SPARKLING) 
750ml bottle 9, 
Casks 10, 

WINE COOLER
 Stubbie bottle 11, 
Cask 12, 

Alcoholic sodas (e.g., “Sub Zero”; “Vault”) 13, 
Alcoholic lemonades (e.g. “Stinger”; “Two Dogs”) 14, 
RTD's (Ready To Drink's e.g. “Stollies” ,“Mule”, Rum & Cola,
 Kahlua & Milk etc.) 15, 
SPIRITS 

Miniatures 16, 
Hip flask size (approx. 375mls) 17, 
Standard bottle ( approx. 750mls) 18, 
Larger bottle ( approx. 1125mls) 19, 

LIQUEURS (E.G., BAILEYS) 
Miniatures 20, 
Standard bottle (approx. 750mls) 21, 
Large bottle (approx. 1 litre) 22, 

Port or sherry 
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     Standard bottle (approx. 750mls) 23, 

Home brew 24, 

Don’t know 25, 


Other (please specify)__________________________________26,

Have not given teenager alcohol 27, 


Refused 28, 
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23.23.23.23. I’I’I’I’m now going to read out some statementsm nowm nowm now going to read out some statementsgoing to read out some statementsgoing to read out some statements 
about the steps that some parents take inabout the steps that some parents takaa e inbout the steps that some parents take inbout the steps that some parents take in 
regard to their teenager and alcohol. As I readregard to their teenager and alcohol. As I rrr eadegard to their teenager and alcohol. As I readegard to their teenager and alcohol. As I read 
out each statement, please say whether it isout each statement, please say whetherout eacout eac it ish statement, please say whether it ish statement, please say whether it is 
something you do always, mostly, sometimes,something you do always, mostly, sometimessomething ysomething y ,ou do always, mostly, sometimes,ou do always, mostly, sometimes, 
not often or never?not often or nevenot oftennot often r?or never?or never?

START AT * AND READ. CODE ONE FOR EACH STATEMENT. 
Always Mostly Some- Not Never Don’t 

times often know/not 
applicable 

a) I talk to my teenager about what is going 1 2 3 4 5 6 
on in their life. 

b) I have discussions with my teenager 1 2 3 4 5 6 
about alcohol related issues. 

c) I set clear rules for my teenager about 1 2 3 4 5 6 
alcohol use. 

d) I make it a rule that my teen mustn’t 1 2 3 4 5 6 
drink alcohol when they go out. 

e) I talk to my teenager about the kind of 1 2 3 4 5 6 
things that can go wrong in situations 
where alcohol is present. 

f) I ensure that my teenager has adult 1 2 3 4 5 6 
supervision in situations where 
alcohol is present. 

g) Before my teenager attends an event 1 2 3 4 5 6 
where alcohol will be present, I set a 
limit on how much my teenager can 
drink. 

h) Before my teenager attends a party, I 1 2 3 4 5 6 
contact the parent host of that party. 

i) My teenager and I agree on 1 2 3 4 5 6 
arrangements about transportation to 
and from an event before they go out. 

j) When my teenager goes out, I know 1 2 3 4 5 6 
where he/she is going and who with. 

k) I set a curfew before my teenager goes 1 2 3 4 5 6 
out at night. 

l) My teenager has to let me know when he 1 2 3 4 5 6 
or she is safely home at night. 

m) I pick my teen up from evening social 1 2 3 4 5 6 
functions which he/she has attended. 

n) I get to know my teenagers friends. 1 2 3 4 5 6 
o) I talk to the parents of my teenager’s 1 2 3 4 5 6 

friends about events or parties they 
are going to. 
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24.24.24.24. I’I’I’I’m now going to read out some statementsm nowm nowm now going to read out some statementsgoing to read out some statementsgoing to read out some statements 
about problems that some parents haveabout problems that some parents havaa ebout problems that some parents havebout problems that some parents have
encountered when dealing with their teenagerencountered when dealing with their teenagencounterencounter ered when dealing with their teenagered when dealing with their teenager 
in relation to alcohol. As I read out eachin relation to alcohol. As I read out eacin rin r helation to alcohol. As I read out eachelation to alcohol. As I read out each 
statement, please say whether you always,statement, please say whether you alwaysstasta ,tement, please say whether you always,tement, please say whether you always, 
mostly, sometimes, not often or nevermostly, sometimes, not often or nevemostlymostly r, sometimes, not often or never, sometimes, not often or never 
experienceexperienceexperienceexperience eeeeaaaacccchhhh prprprproblem with ylemlemlem with ywith ywith your own teen?ob our own teen?oob our own teen?b our own teen? 

START AT * AND READ. CODE ONE FOR EACH STATEMENT. 

a) I have difficulty approaching 
my teenager to talk to them 
about alcohol related issues. 

b) I set rules for my teenager 
about alcohol but their other 
parent lets them break those 
rules. 

c) I set rules for my teenager 
about alcohol but he/she 
breaks them. 

d) It’s hard to set rules because 
my teenager’s friends have 
parents who are more 
lenient. 

Always Mostly Some- Not Never Don’t 
times often know/not 

applicable 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
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SECTION 4: AWARENESS AND USE OF SUPPORT AND 
ADVICE AVAILABLE 
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______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

25. Thinking now about the help and supportThinking now about the help and supporTT thinking now about the help and supporthinking now about the help and support
available to parents dealing with teenagers andavailable to parents dealing with teenagersaa  andvailable to parents dealing with teenagers andvailable to parents dealing with teenagers and 
alcohol related issues. What people oralcohol related issues. What people oalcohol ralcohol r related issues. What people orelated issues. What people or
organisations could you go to if  you neededorganisations could you go to if  you needoror edganisations could you go to if  you neededganisations could you go to if  you needed 
support dealing with your teenager aboutsupport dealing with your teenager absupporsuppor outt dealing with your teenager aboutt dealing with your teenager about 
alcohol related issues?alcohol relaalcohol ralcohol r ted issues?elated issues?elated issues? DO NOT READ. CODE SUPPORT OPTIONS IN COL 

A. PROBE: Can you think of  any other options?Can you think of  anyCan yCan y other options?ou think of  any other options?ou think of  any other options?

25.125.125.125.1 Which of these have you actually used?W u actually usWWhich of these have yo ed?hich of these have you actually used?hich of these have you actually used? DO NOT READ. CODE ALL ACTUALLY USED IN COLUMN B. 

A B 
Available Actually used 
CODE MANY CODE MANY 

a. The teen’s other parent 1, 1, 
b. Friends 2, 2, 
c. Extended family 3, 3, 
d. Other parents 4, 4, 
e. The school 5, 5, 
f. The marae 6, 6, 
g. The church 7, 7, 
h. The Alcohol Helpline 8, 8, 
i. Personal Help Services (a section in the front of phone books) 9, 9, 
j. Barnardos 10, 10, 
k. Citizens Advice Bureau 11, 11, 
l. Relationship Services 12, 12, 
m. Stopping Violence 13, 13, 
n. Toughlove Parent Support Groups 14, 14, 
o. Dare 15, 15, 
p. AA 16, 16, 
q. Books 17, 17, 
r. ALAC web page 18, 18, 
s. The Police 19, 19, 
t. Others ______________________________________ 20, 20, 

u. Others_______________________________________ 21, 21, 

v. Others ______________________________________ 22, 22, 

w. None 23, 23, 
x. Refused 24, 24, 
y. Don’t know 25, 25, 
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SECTION 5: KNOWLEDGE OF LEGISLATION 
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26. I’I’I’I’m going to ask a few questions now aboutm g  abm gm going to ask a few questions now outoing to ask a few questions now aboutoing to ask a few questions now about 
alcohol and the law. Do you know how oldalcohol and the law. Do you know how olalcohol aalcohol a dnd the law. Do you know how oldnd the law. Do you know how old 
people need to be before they can buy alcoholpeople need to be before they can buy alpeople need tpeople need t coholo be before they can buy alcoholo be before they can buy alcohol 
or be supplied with alcohol in NZ ?or be supplied with alcohol in NZor be supor be sup  ?plied with alcohol in NZ ?plied with alcohol in NZ ? DO NOT READ. CODE ONE 

Less than 18 years .......................1 

18 years........................................2 

19 years........................................3 

20 years........................................4 

Over 20 years ...............................5 

Don’t know....................................6 


AS NECESSARY: People need to be 18 years before that can buy alcohol in NZ. 
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27.27.27.27. And do you know if  there are any situationsAnd do y re any situaAnd do yAnd do you know if  there a tionsou know if  there are any situationsou know if  there are any situations 
where under 18 years olds can be legallywhere under 18 years olds can be legawherwher llye under 18 years olds can be legallye under 18 years olds can be legally
supplied with alcohol?supplied withsupplied witsupplied wit alcohol?h alcohol?h alcohol?

CORRECT RESPONSES 
When it is given to them by their parent or legal guardian .............1, 

When it is given to them at a private function 

(e.g. a wedding, 21st birthday party) ...........................................2, 

INCORRECT RESPONSES


If it is given to them by an older family member .............................3, 

If it is given to them by an adult ......................................................4, 

In a restaurant or café where there is food.....................................5, 

Other ...............................................................................................6, 

None/There are no exceptions to the law.......................................7, 

Don’t know ......................................................................................8, 


AS NECESSARY: People under 18 years can only be supplied with alcohol if it is given 
to them by their parent or legal guardian or it is given to them at a private function like 
a wedding. 
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28.28.28.28. And do you know whether under 18 yearAnd do yAnd do yAnd do you know whether under 18 yearou know whether under 18 yearou know whether under 18 year 
olds are legally allowed to drink alcoholds are legally allowed to drolds arolds ar ink alcohe legally allowed to drink alcohe legally allowed to drink alcohol awawaww yayayol aolol aa
from private premises. This means places likefrom private premises. This means places likfrfr eom private premises. This means places likeom private premises. This means places like 
public parks, streets, beaches or anywhere thatpublic parks, streets, beaches or anywhere thapubpub tlic parks, streets, beaches or anywhere thatlic parks, streets, beaches or anywhere that 
is not privately owned.is not privatis not pis not p ely owned.rivately owned.rivately owned.

IF YES, PROBE: Are there any special conditions associated with that? 
IF NO, PROBE: Are there any exceptions to that? 

CORRECT RESPONSE 
They are allowed if they are with their own 

parent or guardian .......................................................................1, 

INCORRECT


No, they are not allowed under any circumstances........................2, 

Yes, they can under any circumstances.........................................3, 

Yes, they can if they are not disturbing

 the peace, making a nuisance of themselves etc........................4, 


Yes, they can if they are with an adult (e.g. relative, 

friend, coach, teacher) ............................................................5, 


Yes, they can if the alcohol was legally supplied 

(i.e. given to them by their parent or guardian..........................6, 


Other incorrect response ................................................................7, 

Don’t know ......................................................................................8, 

Refused...........................................................................................9, 


AS NECESSARY: People under 18 years can only drink alcohol in public places if they 
are with their parent or guardian. The penalty for breaking this law is an instant fine of 
$500. 
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_____________________________ 

29.29.29.29. And do you know what sort ofAnd do t sortAnd doAnd do you know wha  ofyou know what sort ofyou know what sort of
identification is needed aidentificationidentifidentif is needed aication is needed aication is needed as proof of  agoof  of aoofoof gof agof age forooorrrs pr e fs prs pr e fe f
people wanting to buy alcohol?people wanting to buy alcohpeople wpeople w ol?anting to buy alcohol?anting to buy alcohol?

Photo ID (non-specific) ................1, 

NZ or overseas passport .............2, 

NZ photo drivers licence..............3, 

HANZ 18+ card ...........................4, 

Other (specify) .............................5, 


Don’t know...................................6, 


AS NECESSARY: People can use a passport, NZ photo drivers licence or a HANZ 18+ 
card as id. 
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SECTION 6: CLASSIFICATION DETAILS 
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30.30.30.30. Now, I need to ask a few questions aboutNow, I need to ask a few questions abNowNow out, I need to ask a few questions about, I need to ask a few questions about 
you.yyyou. How wou. How wou. How wHow would you describe your ownould you describe youroo ownuld you describe your ownuld you describe your own 
drinking behaviour? Would you say you are …drinking behaviour? Would you say you ardrinkdrink e …ing behaviour? Would you say you are …ing behaviour? Would you say you are … 
READ 

… a light drinker ...........................1 

A medium drinker .........................2 

A heavy drinker.............................3 

Non-drinker...................................4 ÎQ33

Don’t know....................................5 

Refused ........................................6 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

31.31.31.31. At present, about how often do you have anAt pr w often do you haveAt prAt present, about ho  anesent, about how often do you have anesent, about how often do you have an 
alcoholic drink of  any kind?alcoholic drink of  any kialcoholicalcoholic nd?drink of  any kind?drink of  any kind? READ 

Almost everyday...........................

About twice a week.......................

About once a week .......................

About once every two weeks........

About once a month .....................

Only a few times a year ................

Don’t know....................................

Refused ........................................
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32.32.32.32. And on theAnd on theAnd on theAnd on the last timelast timelast timelast time you had a drink, aboutyyyou had a drink, aboutou had a drink, aboutou had a drink, about 
how many “glasses” did you have? By “glass”,how many “glasses” did you have? By “ghow manyhow many lass”,“glasses” did you have? By “glass”,“glasses” did you have? By “glass”, 
we meanwe meanwe meanwe mean, for examp, for examp, for e, fo xampr examplelelele, a w, a w, a w, a whole canhole canhole canhole can orororor bottle ofbottle ofbottle ofbottle of
beer or a whole glass of  wine.beer or a whole glass of  winebeer or abeer or a .whole glass of  wine.whole glass of  wine.

One glass .....................................1 

Two glasses..................................2 

Three glasses ...............................3 

Four glasses .................................4 

Five glasses..................................5 

Six to seven glasses.....................6 

Eight to nine glasses ....................7 

Ten or more glasses.....................8 

Don’t know....................................9 

Refused ......................................10 
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33.33.33.33. And how wouldAnd how wouldAnd how wouldAnd how would yyyyou describou describou describou describe thee thee thee the heaviest 
drinker in your household? Would you say thatdrinker in your household? Would you say thadrinkdrink ter in your household? Would you say thater in your household? Would you say that 
person is …perperperson is …son is …son is … READ 

… a light drinker ...........................1 

A medium drinker .........................2 

A heavy drinker.............................3 

Non-drinker...................................4 º
ººº
Don’t know....................................5 »»»»ÎQ35 

Refused ........................................6 ¼
¼¼¼
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___________________________ 

34.34.34.34. Who is that person in relation to yourWho is that person in relation to yoWhoWho uris that person in relation to youris that person in relation to your 
teenager?teenagtete er?enager?enager?

Parent/guardian ............................1 

Sister/brother*...............................2 

Aunt/Uncle ....................................3 

Cousin ..........................................4 

The teenager themself .................5 

Other (please specify) ..................6 


Refused ........................................7 


•••• INCLUDES STEP, HALF OR FOSTER SIBLINGS 
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_____________________________________________________ 

35. Finally, I just need to ask a few questionsFinally, I just need to ask a feFF w questionsinally, I just need to ask a few questionsinally, I just need to ask a few questions 
for classification purposes. Thinking about yourfor classification purposes. Thinking about yff ouror classification purposes. Thinking about youror classification purposes. Thinking about your 
education, which of  these best describeeducation, which of  theducaeduca ese best describetion, which of  these best describetion, which of  these best describes yourourourours ys ys y
highest educational qualification?highest educational qualificathighest educhighest educ ion?ational qualification?ational qualification? READ FROM SCHOOL 

CERTIFICATE 

No school examinations.................................................................01 

School Certificate...........................................................................02 

6th Form Certificate .......................................................................03 

University entrance or equivalent ..................................................04 

Trade Certificate or Advanced Trade Certificate ...........................05 

Polytechnic Certificate or Diploma.................................................06 

Teacher’s or Nurses’ Certificate or Diploma..................................07 

University diploma below degree level ..........................................08 

University degree ...........................................................................09 

Other (SPECIFY) ..............................................................................10 
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36. At present, are you ...?At present, are yAt prAt pr ou ...?esent, are you ...?esent, are you ...? READ 

Self-employed...............................1 ÎQ38 
Full time salary or wage earner ....2 
Part-time salary or wage earner
 (less than 30 hrs/week) ...............3 

Retired .........................................4 

Full-time home-maker................. 5º

Student ....................................... 6» ÎQ38 

Unemployed ............................... 7»

Other beneficiary ........................ 8¼
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_____________________________________________________ 

37. And what is your current occupation?And what is your current occupaAnd whaAnd wha tion?t is your current occupation?t is your current occupation? PROBE 

CLEAR ANSWER—IF RETIRED ASK FOR PREVIOUS OCCUPATION 

Clerical or sales employee.............................................................01 

Semi-skilled worker........................................................................02 

Technical or skilled worker ............................................................03 

Business manager or executive.....................................................04 

Business owner or self-employed..................................................05 

Teacher, nurse, police, other trained service worker.....................06 

Professional or senior government official.....................................07 

Labourer, manual, agricultural or domestic worker .......................08 

Farmer owner or manager .............................................................09 

Other (SPECIFY) ..............................................................................10 
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38. And which of these best describesAnd which of these best deAnd whicAnd whic scribesh of these best describesh of these best describes 
your personal income beforeyour personal income beforyy eour personal income beforeour personal income before tax? Pleasetax? Pleasetax? Pleatax? Pleasese 
include any child support, benefits or otherinclude any child support, benefits orincinc otherlude any child support, benefits or otherlude any child support, benefits or other 
income support you may receive.income support you may receiveincome supporincome suppor .t you may receive.t you may receive. READ 

Under $10,000 ...............................................................................01 

$10,000 but less than $20,000 ......................................................02 

$20,000 but less than $30,000 ......................................................03 

$30,000 but less than $40,000 ......................................................04 

$40,000 but less than $50,000 ......................................................05 

$50,000 but less than $60,000 ......................................................06 

$60,000 but less than $70,000 ......................................................07 

$70,000 but less than $80,000 ......................................................08 

$80,000 but less than $90,000 ......................................................09 

$90,000 but less than $100,000 ....................................................10 

$100,000 or more...........................................................................11 

Don’t know .....................................................................................12 

Refused..........................................................................................13 
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39. And which of these categories bestAnd which of these categoAnd whicAnd whic ries besth of these categories besth of these categories best 
desdesdesdescribes you?cribes ycribes ycribes you?ou?ou? READ 

Married/living with partner ............1 
Separated, divorced, widowed ... 2ºººº
Never Married............................. 3»»»» ÎQ41 
Refused ...................................... 4¼
¼¼¼
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40. And which of these best describes the jointAnd which of these best describes theAnd whicAnd whic jointh of these best describes the jointh of these best describes the joint 
income of  yourself  and your partner beforeincome of  yourself  and your partner beforincome oincome o ef  yourself  and your partner beforef  yourself  and your partner before 
tax?tatatax?x?x? READ 

Under $10,000 ...............................................................................01 

$10,000 but less than $20,000 ......................................................02 

$20,000 but less than $30,000 ......................................................03 

$30,000 but less than $40,000 ......................................................04 

$40,000 but less than $50,000 ......................................................05 

$50,000 but less than $60,000 ......................................................06 

$60,000 but less than $70,000 ......................................................07 

$70,000 but less than $80,000 ......................................................08 

$80,000 but less than $90,000 ......................................................09 

$90,000 but less than $100,000 ....................................................10 

$100,000 or more...........................................................................11 

Don’t know .....................................................................................12 

Refused..........................................................................................13 
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41. And lastly, what town or city do you live inAnd lastly, what town or city do you live iAnd lastlyAnd lastly n, what town or city do you live in, what town or city do you live in
or are closest to?or are clor aror ar osest to?e closest to?e closest to? PRINT CLEARLY. PLEASE ASK FOR SPELLING IF YOU ARE 

UNSURE. IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO CODE OR UNSURE, SUPERVISOR WILL CHECK. 

Town/city: ___________________________________________________ 

Northland ..................................... 01 

Auckland...................................... 02 

Waikato........................................ 03 

Bay of Plenty ............................... 04 

Gisborne ...................................... 05 

Taranaki....................................... 06 

Hawkes Bay................................. 07 

Manawatu .................................... 08 

Wairarapa .................................... 09 

Wanganui .................................... 10 

Wellington.................................... 11 

Marlborough ................................ 12 

Nelson ......................................... 13 

West Coast .................................. 14 

Christchurch ................................ 15 

Timaru/Oamaru ........................... 16 

Dunedin ....................................... 17 

Invercargill ................................... 18 
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42.42.42.42. May I please have your first name in caseMa our firsMaMay I please have y t name in casey I please have your first name in casey I please have your first name in case 
my supervisor needs to check on the quality ofmy supervisor needs to check on the qumy supermy super ality ofvisor needs to check on the quality ofvisor needs to check on the quality of
this interview?this interviethis interthis inter w?view?view? 

RESPONDENT FIRST NAME: ___________________________________________ 

IF CHILD IS BEING INTERVIEWED ALSO . READ  Please don’t tell (CHILD’S NAME) about the 
topic of the interview, as I need to ask them the first few questions without them 
knowing the topic. 

AS NECESSARY: The survey for your child is slightly different but it deals with the same 
overall topic. 

Thank you very much for your help. If you have enquiries about this survey, please 
ring the project manager, Justine Whitfield, on our toll-free number: 0800 500 168. 
(Wellington respondents 499-3088) 

STOP TIME: ______ 

DURATION: _____ minutes USE “STOP TIME” ABOVE & “START TIME” ON FRONT PAGE 

DATE: ___/ ___ / 00 

INTERVIEWER INITIALS: ______ PRINT NEATLY SO THAT DATA ENTRY CAN READ EASILY. 

INTERVIEWER NUMBER:__________ PRINT NEATLY SO THAT DATA ENTRY CAN READ 
EASILY. 
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RESPONDENT NAME:_____________________________   

PHONE NUMBER:(0___) ______________ 

ID NUMBER: _______________ Yes ID Number matches front Page �
 (CHECK BOX IF ID NUMBER ABOVE IS IDENTICAL TO ID NUMBER ON FRONT 

PAGE) 

HAVE YOU REMEMBERED TO CODE CATEGORIES ON FRONT PAGE?  Yes � 
“I certify that this is a true and accurate record of the interview conducted by me in 
full accordance with the Market Research Code of Practice.” 

INTERVIEWER SIGNATURE: _______________________ 

SUPERVISOR CHECK INITIALS: __PRINT NEATLY SO THAT DATA ENTRY CAN READ 
EASILY 

h:\parent_benchmark_full_report.rtf 
18 July 2000 



Appendix B:Appendix B:Appendix B:Appendix B: Results by age of teenagerR s by age of teenageRResult results by age of teenageresults by age of teenager

Personal demographicsPersonal demographicPP sersonal demographicsersonal demographics

Table 51. Highest educational qualification 

Q27. Finally, I just need to ask a few questions for classification purposes. Thinking about your education, which 
of these best describes your highest educational qualification? 

Parent of Parent of Parent of 
Total 

Sample 
14-15 year 

old 
16-17 year 

old 
18 year 

old 
n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 

% % % % 
No school examinations 14 19 12 10 
School Certificate 22 16 23 31 
6th Form Certificate 5 5 8 0 
University entrance or equivalent 7 9 6 8 
Trade Certificate or Advanced Trade 

Certificate 11 10 12 9 
Polytechnic Certificate or Diploma 13 14 12 14 
Teacher’s or Nurses’ Certificate or Diploma 8 8 7 9 
University diploma below degree level 4 5 2 5 
University degree 14 11 17 12 
Other 2 3 2 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 52. Employment status 

Q28. At present are you….?
 Total Parent of Parent of Parent of 

Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old 
old old 

n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 
% % % % 

Self-employed 24 13 26 41 
Full-time salary or wage earner 47 51 47 42 
Part-time salary or wage earner (less than 30 

hrs/week) 18 20 18 13 
Retired 1 1 0 0 
Full-time home-maker 5 6 5 1 
Student 2 3 1 1 
Unemployed 1 2 0 0 
Other beneficiary 3 4 3 1 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 53. Occupation 

Q29. And what is your current occupation? 
Parent of Parent of Parent of 18 

Sub 
sample 

14-15 year 
old 

16-17 year 
old 

year old  

n=264* n=105* n=114* n=45*
 % % % % 
Clerical or sales employee 16 14 17 20 
Semi-skilled worker 10 11 10 6 
Technical or skilled worker 13 9 19 7 
Business manager or executive 16 15 16 17 
Teacher, nurse, police, other trained service 

worker 27 31 24 23 
Professional or senior government official 7 7 8 0 
Labourer, manual, agricultural or domestic 

worker 10 12 6 17 
Farmer owner or manager 1 0 0 5 
Other 1 0 0 5 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding.

*Sub-sample: Excludes full-time home-makers, students, unemployed and other beneficiaries (Q28) 


Table54. Personal income 

Q30. And which of these best describes your personal income before tax?  Please include any child 
support, benefits or other income support you may receive?
 Total Parent of Parent of Parent of 

Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old  
old old 

n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 
% % % % 

Under $10,000 10 14 10 1 
$10,000 but less than $20,000 16 15 17 12 
$20,000 but less than $30,000 17 20 16 13 
$30,000 but less than $40,000 25 24 27 23 
$40,000 but less than $50,000 11 9 12 12 
$50,000 but less than $60,000 3 1 3 9 
$60,000 but less than $70,000 4 2 4 6 
$70,000 but less than $80,000 2 2 1 0 
$80,000 but less than $90,000 4 4 3 5 
$90,000 but less than $100,000 2 0 4 3 
$100,000 or more 2 2 0 6 
Don’t know 1 3 1 0 
Refused 4 3 3 9 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 55. Joint income 

Q32. And which of these best describes the joint income of yourself and your partner before tax? 
Sub Parent of Parent of Parent of 18 

sample 14-15 year 
old 

16-17 year 
old 

year old  

n=325* n=131* n=136* n=58*
 % % % % 
Under $10,000 1 1 0 0 
$10,000 but less than $20,000 2 1 5 0 
$20,000 but less than $30,000 6 6 5 5 
$30,000 but less than $40,000 13 17 10 10 
$40,000 but less than $50,000 14 17 14 10 
$50,000 but less than $60,000 13 13 13 15 
$60,000 but less than $70,000 12 7 15 12 
$70,000 but less than $80,000 8 6 10 6 
$80,000 but less than $90,000 7 10 5 4 
$90,000 but less than $100,000 4 3 5 4 
$100,000 or more 15 13 12 24 
Don’t know 2 3 2 0 
Refused 4 3 3 10 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Excludes respondents not presently married or living with a partner (Q31). 

Table 56. Nearest town or city 

Q33. And lastly, what town or city do you live in or closest to? 
Sub Parent of Parent of Parent of 

Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old  
old old 

n=400 n=155* n=174 n=71 
% % % % 

Northland 2 4 1 0 
Auckland 30 26 34 31 
Waikato 3 4 3 4 
Bay of Plenty 9 7 12 7 
Gisborne 1 0 2 1 
Taranaki 5 10 3 0 
Hawkes Bay 5 5 5 9 
Manawatu 4 5 2 8 
Wairarapa 1 0 1 3 
Wanganui 2 3 2 0 
Wellington 11 13 9 11 
Marlborough 2 3 1 0 
Nelson 2 1 3 3 
West Coast 0 0 0 0 
Christchurch 12 8 15 14 
Timaru/Oamaru 3 1 3 3 
Dunedin 3 4 2 3 
Invercargill 3 5 1 3 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 57. Ethnicity 

Q3. Thinking now about ethnicity, which of the following ethnic groups do you fit into? You can be more 
than one. Are you ...? 
 Total Parent of Parent of Parent of 

Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old  
old old 

n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 
% % % % 

Māori 14 15 13 16 
NZ European (Pakeha) 80 80 81 74 
Other European 7 8 5 11 
Pacific Island 0 0 1 3 
Other 4 4 5 3 
Refused 0 1 0 0 
Total ** ** ** ** 
**Note: Totals may exceed 100% due to multiple response. 

Table 58. Gender 
 Total Parent of Parent of Parent of 

Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old  
old old 

n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 
% % % % 

Male 45 40 49 56 
Female 55 60 51 54 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Household profileHousehold profilHousHous eehold profileehold profile

Table 59. Marital status 

Q31. And which of these categories best describes you?
 Total Parent of Parent of Parent of 

Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old 
old old 

n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 
% % % % 

Married/living with partner 87 86 86 90 
Separated, divorced, widowed 12 12 12 10 
Never married 1 2 2 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 60. Number of children 

Q1. First of all can you tell me how many children you are the parent or guardian of? 
Total Parent of Parent of Parent of 

Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old 
old old 

n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 
% % % % 

1 Child 8 6 11 3 
2 Children 36 45 33 26 
3 Children 3 29 35 33 
4 Children 16 15 14 26 
5 or more children 8 4 6 11 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Personal drinkinPe so nPer nal drinki grsonal drinkingrs iPe onal drink ng profileprofprpr ileofileofile

Table 61. Description of own drinking behaviour 

Q22. Now, I need to ask a few questions about you. How would you describe your own drinking 
behaviour? Would you say you are…. 

Total Parent of Parent of Parent of 
Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old 

old old 
n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 

% % % % 
A light drinker 62 65 58 64 
A medium drinker 24 19 28 24 
A heavy drinker 1 0 2 0 
Non-drinker 14 16 12 12 
Don’t know 0 0 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 62. Frequency of consumption of alcohol 

Q23. At present, about how often do you have an alcoholic drink of any kind? 
Sub- Parent of Parent of Parent of 

Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old 
old old 

n=330* n=126* n=145* n=59*
 % % % % 
Almost everyday 18 14 20 19 
About twice a week 25 28 29 11 
About once a week 19 17 18 25 
About once every two weeks 11 10 13 10 
About once a month 13 17 6 19 
Only a few times a year 14 14 13 16 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Excludes parents who classified themselves as non-drinkers (Q22). 



Table 63. Amount of alcohol consumed on last drinking occasion 

Q24. The last time you had a drink, about how many “glasses” did you have?  By “glass”, we mean, for 
example, a whole can or bottle of beer or a whole glass of wine. 

Sub- Parent of Parent of Parent of 
Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old  

old old 
n=330* n=126* n=145* n=59*

 % % % % 
Only one glass 42 44 40 44 
2 glasses 24 21 27 26 
3 glasses 8 10 9 3 
4 glasses 11 9 9 17 
5 glasses 4 3 5 3 
6-7 glasses 4 5 4 4 
8-9 glasses 1 1 1 0 
10 or more glasses 5 7 5 3 
Don’t know 0 0 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Excludes parents who classified themselves as non-drinkers (Q22). 

Table 64. Heaviest drinker in the household 

Q25. And how would you describe the heaviest drinker in your household? Would you say that person 
is….. 
 Total Parent of Parent of Parent of 

Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old  
old old 

n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 
% % % % 

A light drinker 47 54 44 41 
A medium drinker 41 34 43 49 
A heavy drinker 4 3 4 4 
Non-drinker 7 8 6 6 
Don’t know 1 1 2 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



General concern about teenagers and alcoholGeneral concern about teenagers and alcohoGeGe lneral concern about teenagers and alcoholneral concern about teenagers and alcohol 

Table 65. Greatest concern for parents of teenagers 

Q5a: In your opinion, what is the greatest concern that parents have to deal with when their children 
become teenagers? 

Total Parent of Parent of Parent of 
Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old 

old old 
n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 

% % % % 
School/education/qualifications in general 7 9 9 0 
Employment opportunities (full/part-time) 6 0 10 9 
The cost of an education 0 0 0 0 
Peer pressure (e.g. feeling forced to smoke, drink, 

do drugs etc.) 19 19 20 18 
Self image/ self confidence/ self esteem/ mental 

health etc. 3 4 2 5 
Teenage suicide 2 3 1 0 
Sexual relationships 3 6 2 0 
Teenage pregnancy 1 0 2 1 
Sexually transmitted diseases 0 1 0 0 
Difficulties communicating with their teenagers 2 3 0 6 
Difficulties enforcing rules with their teenagers 1 1 1 0 
Dangerous driving (e.g. speed, Alcohol) 2 2 2 1 
Staying out too late/breaking curfews 0 0 0 1 
Alcohol generally 8 3 12 7 
Drugs and drug related issues 21 16 19 32 
Other 24 3 19 17 
None 0 0 0 0 
Don’t know 0 0 0 3 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Total may not add to 100% exactly due to rounding. 



Table 66. Total concerns for parents of teenagers - (all mentioned) 

Q5a. In your opinion, what is the greatest concern that parents have to deal with when their children 
become teenagers?  AND 
Q5b. What are the other concerns parents have to deal with in relation to teenagers? 
 Total Parent of Parent of Parent of 

Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old  
old old 

n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 
% % % % 

School/education/qualifications in general 36 32 39 35 
Employment opportunities (full/part-time) 25 15 29 36 
The cost of an education 3 0 5 3 
Peer pressure (e.g. feeling forced to smoke, drink, 

do drugs etc.) 37 37 39 35 
Self image/ self confidence/ self esteem/ mental 

health etc. 14 21 9 14 
Teenage suicide 5 5 5 6 
Sexual relationships 21 19 21 24 
Teenage pregnancy 6 4 7 6 
Sexually transmitted diseases 4 5 3 5 
Difficulties communicating with their teenagers 7 6 5 15 
Difficulties enforcing rules with their teenagers 5 2 7 7 
Dangerous driving (e.g. speed, Alcohol) 14 9 16 19 
Staying out too late/breaking curfews 2 2 2 1 
Alcohol-related damage to teenager’s physical 

health 2 2 1 1 
Alcohol-related damage to teenager’s mental 

health 0 0 0 0 
Alcohol-related sexual vulnerability 2 1 3 0 
Alcohol-related violence or aggression 1 1 0 1 
Alcohol generally 40 38 45 29 
Drugs and drug related issues 59 57 62 58 
Others 54 60 48 55 
None 5 8 5 1 
Don’t know 1 0 1 3 
Total ** ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 



Table 67. Concern about teenagers and alcohol (prompted) 

Q6. Now I’m going to read out some statements about concerns some parents have in relation to 
teenage children and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say how much of a concern you 
personally think each is in relation to teenagers and alcohol. 

 Total Parent of Parent of Parent of 
 Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old  

old old 
n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 

% % % % 
Drink driving (as either the passenger or driver) 
Very concerned 79 84 76 78 
Concerned 15 11 18 14 
Neither 1 1 0 3 
Not concerned 3 4 4 1 
Not concerned at all 2 0 2 5 
Don’t know 0 0 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Becoming involved in a violent or aggressive 

situation 
Very concerned 65 67 62 66 
Concerned 23 23 27 13 
Neither 1 2 0 0 
Not concerned 9 8 7 17 
Not concerned at all 2 0 3 3 
Don’t know 0 0 1 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Becoming more sexually vulnerable 
Very concerned 46 55 43 33 
Concerned 44 35 46 58 
Neither 2 1 3 0 
Not concerned 7 7 6 8 
Not concerned at all 1 1 1 1 
Don’t know 1 0 1 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Damaging their health 
Very concerned 55 55 57 47 
Concerned 31 30 32 33 
Neither 2 3 1 0 
Not concerned 8 10 6 12 
Not concerned at all 4 2 4 8 
Don’t know 0 0 1 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Smoking cigarettes 
Very concerned 41 42 47 25 
Concerned 41 39 39 52 
Neither 1 0 3 1 
Not concerned 10 12 8 13 
Not concerned at all 6 6 4 9 
Don’t know 1 1 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 



Table 68. Concern about teenagers and alcohol (prompted) contd. 

Q6. Now I’m going to read out some statements about concerns some parents have in relation to 
teenage children and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say how much of a concern you 
personally think each is in relation to teenagers and alcohol. 

 Total Parent of Parent of Parent of 
 Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old  

old old 
n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 

% % % % 
Taking drugs 
Very concerned 76 79 74 78 
Concerned 16 14 19 14 
Neither 1 1 2 0 
Not concerned 4 6 4 3 
Not concerned at all 2 0 2 5 
Don’t know 1 1 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Injuring themselves 
Very concerned 52 53 54 45 
Concerned 35 32 33 46 
Neither 2 3 2 0 
Not concerned 9 10 10 3 
Not concerned at all 2 2 1 6 
Don’t know 0 0 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Embarrassing themselves or their family 
Very concerned 10 13 7 14 
Concerned 40 45 39 29 
Neither 6 4 8 3 
Not concerned 28 23 33 26 
Not concerned at all 15 14 12 25 
Don’t know 2 1 1 3 
Total 100 100 100 100 

Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Involvement with own teenager and alcoholInvolvement with own teenager and alcohInIn olvolvement with own teenager and alcoholvolvement with own teenager and alcohol

Table 69. Reported levels of teenage drinking by age 

Q10. Do you think your teenager drinks alcohol? 
Total Parents of Parents of Parent of 18 

Sample 14-15 year 
olds 

16-17 year 
olds 

year olds 

n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71**
 % % % % 
Yes 77 63 84 92 
No 22 35 16 7 
Can’t say/don’t know 1 2 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
**Caution: Results are indicative due to low base number of respondents (<100) 

Table 70. Reported level of excessive teenage drinking by age 

Q11. And do you think your teenager has ever drunk too much alcohol? 
Sub- Parents of Parents of Parents of 

sample 14-15 year 
olds** 

16-17 year 
olds 

18 year 
olds** 

n=299* n=93* n=143* n=63*
 % % % % 
Yes 49 31 54 64 
No 46 66 40 30 
Can’t say/don’t know 5 3 6 6 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Includes only those parents who believed their teenager drinks alcohol (Q10). 
**Caution: Results are indicative due to low base number of respondents (<100) 

Table 71. Concern about own teenager and alcohol by age 

Q8. On a scale of zero to ten, how worried would you say you are about your teen and alcohol? Please 
let zero represent not at all worried and ten represent extremely worried. 

Total Parents of Parents of Parent of 18 
Sample 14-15 year 

olds 
16-17 year 

olds 
year olds 

n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71**
 % % % % 
0-1: Unconcerned 34 35 37 26 
2-4: Somewhat concerned 41 31 27 36 
5-10: Highly concerned 36 34 35 36 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
**Caution: Results are indicative due to low base number of respondents (<100) 



Table 72. Responsibility for helping teenagers learn to handle alcohol responsibly 

Q7. And in your opinion, who do you believe should play the most important role in helping teenagers 
learn how to handle alcohol responsibly? 
 Total Parent of Parent of Parent of 

Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old  
old old 

n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 
% % % % 

Parents/guardians 92 93 92 93 
Teachers/schools 1 0 1 0 
Church 0 0 0 0 
Whanau/extended family 2 2 1 3 
Other community organisations 1 1 0 0 
Other Government organisations 1 0 1 0 
Other 4 4 4 3 
Don’t know 0 0 0 1 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 73. Attitudes toward alcohol in relation to their own teenager 

Q9. I’m now going to read out views of some parents about their teenager and alcohol, and I’d like you 
to let me know whether you agree or disagree with each statement in relation to your own teenager. Is 
that agree/disagree or strongly agree/disagree?   
 Total Parent of Parent of Parent of 

Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old  
old old 

n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 
% % % % 

It’s okay for my teenager to get 
drunk sometimes. 

Strongly agree 2 2 1 3 
Agree 21 14 24 27 
Neither 5 1 6 11 
Disagree 29 20 32 39 
Strongly disagree 44 63 37 20 
Don’t know 0 0 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Getting drunk is part of having fun 

as a teenager. 
Strongly agree 4 3 3 8 
Agree 12 10 14 14 
Neither 3 0 6 3 
Disagree 29 18 37 34 
Strongly disagree 51 69 40 41 
Don’t know 1 0 1 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Teenagers should not drink at all. 
Strongly agree 7 9 7 3 
Agree 6 6 6 4 
Neither 5 7 3 6 
Disagree 62 64 58 67 
Strongly disagree 20 13 25 20 
Don’t know 0 0 1 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 
I set a good example for my teenager 

through my own drinking 
behaviour. 

Strongly agree 52 51 52 53 
Agree 40 43 40 3 
Neither 3 2 2 8 
Disagree 5 2 6 7 
Strongly disagree 0 1 0 0 
Don’t know 1 1 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 



Table 74. Actions taken in regard to teenager and alcohol 

Q15. I’m now going to read out some statements about the steps that some parents take in regard to 
their teenager and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say whether it is something you do 
always, mostly, sometimes, not often or never. 
 Total Parent of Parent of Parent of 

Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old  
old old 

n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 
% % % % 

I talk to my teenager about what is going on in 
their life. 

    Always 56 56 59 51 
    Mostly 30 31 31 26 
    Sometimes 12 11 11 19 
    Not often 1 0 0 4 
    Never 1 1 0 0 
Total 
I have discussions with my teenager about 

alcohol related issues. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

100 

37 
27 
27 

6 
1 
2 

100 

100 

37 
28 
23 

7 
2 
3 

100 

100 

37 
28 
31 

3 
0 
1 

100 

100 

36 
23 
27 
13 

0 
0 

100 
I set clear rules for my teenager about alcohol 

use. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

57 
18 
11 

4 
7 
3 

100 

70 
12 

4 
2 
8 
5 

100 

54 
22 
14 

4 
4 
3 

100 

39 
19 
19 

8 
14 
0 

100 
I make it a rule that my teen mustn’t drink alcohol 

when they go out. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

24 
9 

13 
14 
34 
6 

100 

45 
8 

12 
9 

15 
10 

100 

15 
9 

14 
19 
38 
5 

100 

4 
9 

13 
10 
63 
1 

100 
I talk to my teenager about the kind of things that 

can go wrong in situations where alcohol is 
present. 

    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 

57 
20 
18 

2 
2 
1 

64 
16 
14 

3 
1 
3 

53 
25 
19 

1 
1 
0 

52 
15 
27 

4 
3 
0 

Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 75. Actions taken in regard to teenager and alcohol (continued) 

Q15. I’m now going to read out some statements about the steps that some parents take in regard to 
their teenager and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say whether it is something you do 
always, mostly, sometimes, not often or never. 
 Total Parent of Parent of Parent of 

Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old  
old old 

n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 
% % % % 

I ensure that my teenager has adult supervision in 
situations where alcohol is present. 

    Always 44 63 36 26 
    Mostly 20 19 24 7 
    Sometimes 13 5 18 17 
    Not often 11 6 12 16 
    Never 9 3 5 32 
    Don’t know/not applicable 4 4 5 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Before my teenager attends an event where alcohol 

will be present, I set a limit on how much my 
teenager can drink. 

    Always 31 46 23 17 
    Mostly 12 9 17 3 
    Sometimes 5 2 7 5 
    Not often 8 3 9 13 
    Never 29 14 30 58 
    Don’t know/not applicable 16 24 14 3 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Before my teenager attends a party, I contact the 

parent host of that party.
    Always 31 45 26 13 
    Mostly 10 10 13 6 
    Sometimes 20 16 22 21 
    Not often 9 3 13 13 
    Never 21 11 21 47 
    Don’t know/not applicable 9 17 5 1 
Total 100 100 100 100 
My teenager and I agree on arrangements  about 

transportation to and from an event before they 
go out. 

    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 

80 
10 

4 
2 
3 
1 

88 
7 
2 
0 
0 
2 

81 
10 

3 
4 
3 
0 

62 
15 
10 

2 
9 
3 

Total 100 100 100 100 
When my teenager goes out, I know where he/she is 

going and who with. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 

69 
21 

7 
2 
1 

81 
15 

3 
1 
0 

67 
24 

5 
2 
2 

47 
27 
21 

5 
1 

Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 76. Actions taken in regard to teenager and alcohol (continued) 

Q15. I’m now going to read out some statements about the steps that some parents take in regard to 
their teenager and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say whether it is something you do 
always, mostly, sometimes, not often or never. 
 Total Parent of Parent of Parent of 

Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old  
old old 

n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 
% % % % 

I set a curfew before my teenager goes out at 
night. 

    Always 51 69 47 24 
    Mostly 11 6 17 6 
    Sometimes 11 6 14 15 
    Not often 6 5 5 8 
    Never 17 8 13 42 
    Don’t know/not applicable 4 5 3 6 
Total 100 100 100 100 
My teenager has to let me know when he or she is 

safely home at night. 
    Always 65 73 67 43 
    Mostly 9 6 13 8 
    Sometimes 4 2 0 16 
    Not often 4 2 6 6 
    Never 11 6 9 26 
    Don’t know/not applicable 7 10 6 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 
I pick my teen up from evening social functions 

which he/she has attended. 
    Always 34 55 23 16 
    Mostly 24 28 22 21 
    Sometimes 24 10 32 32 
    Not often 6 2 10 4 
    Never 10 3 9 26 
    Don’t know/not applicable 2 2 3 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 
I get to know my teenager’s friends. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

58 
34 

6 
1 
1 
0 

100 

62 
29 

7 
1 
0 
0 

100 

59 
38 

3 
0 
0 
0 

100 

50 
33 
11 

3 
3 
0 

100 
I talk to the parents of my teenager’s friends about 

events or parties they are going to. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

27 
20 
31 

9 
10 
3 

100 

43 
20 
22 

3 
8 
5 

100 

17 
27 
38 
11 

7 
1 

100 

20 
5 

36 
18 
21 
0 

100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 77. Problems encountered by parents in regard to their teenager and alcohol  

Q16. I’m now going to read out some statements about problems that some parents have encountered  
when dealing with their teenager in relation to alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say 
whether you always, mostly, sometimes, not often or never encounter this problem with your own teen. 
 Total Parent of Parent of Parent of 

Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old  
old old 

n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 
% % % % 

I have difficulty approaching my teenager to talk 
about alcohol related issues. 

    Always 0 0 0 1 
    Mostly 1 0 1 0 
    Sometimes 7 8 7 5 
    Not often 9 6 11 12 
    Never 82 84 81 82 
    Don’t know/not applicable 1 2 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 
I set rules for my teenager about alcohol but their 

other parent lets them break those rules. 
    Always 1 2 1 0 
    Mostly 2 0 1 5 
    Sometimes 17 14 20 18 
    Not often 9 6 14 4 
    Never 55 55 51 63 
    Don’t know/not applicable 17 23 14 10 
Total 100 100 100 100 
I set rules for my teenager about alcohol but 

he/she breaks them. 
    Always 2 1 2 4 
    Mostly 2 1 1 8 
    Sometimes 17 12 19 21 
    Not often 15 15 18 9 
    Never 55 54 55 56 
    Don’t know/not applicable 9 16 6 3 
Total 100 100 100 100 
It’s hard to set rules because my teenager’s 

friends have parents who are more lenient. 
    Always 4 3 5 6 
    Mostly 8 18 7 7 
    Sometimes 19 15 23 16 
    Not often 14 13 13 16 
    Never 44 47 43 41 
    Don’t know/not applicable 12 14 8 14 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
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Table 78. Sources of alcohol for teenagers 

Q12. How does your teenager currently obtain alcohol? 
Sub- Parents of Parents of Parent of 18 

Sample 14-15 year 
olds 

16-17 year 
olds 

year olds 

n=299* n=93* n=143* n=63*
 % % % % 

From a friends’ parents/siblings 
From another adult the teen knows 

10 
4 

8 
1 

14 
6 

4 
1 

From a stranger 
Teen steals it/ sneaks it 
Other 

0 
2 
5 

1 
4 
8 

0 
2 
4 

0 
1 
5 

Don’t know 5 3 7 2 
Total ** ** ** ** 

Teen buys it him/herself 19 2 7 71 
From his/her friends 37 24 51 24 
From a brother/sister 7 5 6 9 
From a parent 63 70 67 44 

Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response.

*Sub-sample: Includes only those parents who believed their teenager drinks alcohol (Q10).


Table 79. Parents giving teenagers money for alcohol 

Q13. Within the past 6 months, have you given your teenager money to purchase alcohol to take to an 
event which you were not attending? If yes: The last time you did this, how much would you have given 
them? 

Sub- Parents of Parents of Parent of 18 
Sample 14-15 year 

olds 
16-17 year 

olds 
year olds 

n=299* n=93* n=143* n=63*
 % % % % 
Less than $10 3 0 4 6 
$10-$20 6 2 9 4 
$21-30 0 0 0 1 
More than $30 0 0 0 0 
None/have not given money for alcohol 89 97 85 87 
Don’t know 1 0 2 3 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Includes only those parents who believed their teenager drinks alcohol (Q10). 



Table 80. Supply of alcohol to teenagers  

Q14. And within the last six months have you ever given your teenager alcohol to take to a social situation which 
you will not be attending?

 Sub-
Sample 

n=299* 
% 

Parents of 
14-15 year 

olds 
n=93* 

% 

Parents of  
16-17 year 

olds 
n=143* 

% 

Parent of 18 
year olds 

n=63*
% 

Yes 
No

31 
69 

13 
87 

41 
59 

33 
67 

Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Includes only those parents who believed their teenager drinks alcohol (Q10). 

Table 81. Amount of alcohol supplied by age 

Q14a. The last time you did this, about how much alcohol did you give them? 
One serving = 15ml of alcohol Sub- Parents of Parents of  Parent of 18 

Sample 14-15 year 
olds 

16-17 year 
olds 

year olds 

n=81* n=13* n=48* n=20*
 % % % % 
1 serving 12 0 15 8 
2 servings 15 20 16 8 
3 servings 10 15 11 10 
4 servings 11 8 10 17 
5 - 6 servings 41 38 43 39 
7 - 8 servings 0 0 0 0 
9 - 10 servings 3 0 3 1 
More than 10 servings 5 19 1 14 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Mean 4.5 5.3 4.0 5.1 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding.

*Sub-sample: Includes only those respondents who had given their teenager alcohol to take out.

Caution: Results in this table are indicative due to low base numbers of respondents (<100).




Table 82. Type of alcohol supplied 

Q14b. What sort of alcohol was that?

 Sub- Parents of Parents of  Parent of 18 
Sample 14-15 year 

olds 
16-17 year 

olds 
year olds 

n=81* n=13* n=48* n=20*
 % % % % 
Low alcohol beer 1 3 1 0 
Ordinary beer-cans/stubbies 46 55 49 33 
Ordinary beer-750ml bottles 0 0 0 1 
Cider-750ml bottles 2 15 0 0 
Wine-750ml bottles 15 0 17 19 
Wine cooler-stubbie bottle 2 0 3 0 
Alcoholic sodas  6 2 6 8 
Alcoholic lemonades 0 2 0 0 
RTD’s  23 26 17 37 
Spirits-miniatures 4 0 6 0 
Spirits-Standard bottle 1 0 1 0 
Spirits-larger bottle 0 0 0 0 
Liqueurs-standard bottle 0 2 0 0 
Home brew 2 0 3 0 
Don’t know 2 0 3 0 
Total ** ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response.

*Sub-sample: Includes only those respondents who had given their teenager alcohol to take out.

Caution: Results in this table are indicative due to low base numbers of respondents (<100).
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Table 83. Awareness of sources of support for dealing with teenagers and alcohol 

Q17a. Thinking now about the help and support available to parents dealing with teenagers and alcohol 
related issues. What people or organisations could you go to if you needed support dealing with your 
teenager about alcohol related issues? Can you think of any other options? 

Total Parent of Parent of Parent of 
Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old 

old old 
n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 

% % % % 
The teen’s other parent 2 2 3 0 
Friends 5 3 6 8 
Extended family 7 11 5 4 
Other parents 5 10 2 3 
The school 27 31 31 7 
The marae 0 0 0 0 
The church 11 13 8 11 
The Alcohol Helpline 4 5 4 1 
Personal Help Services 1 1 0 1 
Barnardos 0 0 0 0 
Citizens Advice Bureau 8 5 9 11 
Relationship Services 1 1 1 0 
Toughlove Parent Support Groups 4 2 6 5 
DARE 5 6 5 3 
AA 33 30 34 36 
Books 1 0 1 0 
ALAC web page 3 5 2 3 
The Police 11 11 12 9 
Other 44 45 43 45 
None 3 4 2 3 
Don’t know 15 16 14 15 
Total ** ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 



Table 84. Utilised sources of support for dealing with teenagers and alcohol 

Q17b. Thinking now about the help and support available to parents dealing with teenagers and alcohol 
related issues. ... Which of these have you actually used?
 Total Parent of Parent of Parent of 

Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old  
old old 

n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 
% % % % 

Friends 1 0 2 0 
Extended family 1 1 1 0 
Other parents 1 3 0 3 
The school 3 3 4 1 
The marae 0 0 0 0 
The church 1 3 1 0 
The Alcohol Helpline 0 1 0 0 
Personal Help Services 1 0 1 1 
Citizens Advice Bureau 1 0 2 0 
Toughlove Parent Support Groups 1 0 1 2 
AA 1 1 0 3 
ALAC web page 0 0 0 0 
The Police 0 0 0 0 
Other 6 6 5 7 
None 79 83 78 80 
Don’t know 7 3 9 8 
Total ** ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 
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Table 85. Legal drinking age 

Q18. I’m going to ask a few questions now about alcohol and the law.  Do you know how old people need to be 
before they can buy alcohol or be supplied with alcohol in NZ? 

Total Parent of Parent of Parent of

Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old 


old old 
n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 

% % % % 
Less than 18 years 1 0 1 0 
18 years 98 98 97 97 
19 years 0 0 0 1 
20 years 1 1 0 1 
Over 20 years 1 0 1 0 
Don’t know 0 0 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 86. Legal supply of alcohol to under 18 year olds 

Q19. And do you know if there are any situations where under 18 years old can legally be supplied with alcohol? 
Total Parent of Parent of Parent of


Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old 

old old 

n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 
% % % % 

Correct responses 
When it is given to them by their parent or legal 

guardian 43 45 41 45 
When it is given to them at a private function (e.g. 

a wedding, 21st birthday party) 11 8 14 11 
Incorrect responses 
If it is given to them by an older family member 2 3 1 0 
If it is given to them by an adult 2 2 3 3 
In a restaurant or café where there is food 8 5 10 9 
Other 5 5 5 4 
None/There are no exceptions to the law 15 18 13 13 
Don’t know 30 27 32 29 
Total ** ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 



Table87. Under 18 year olds drinking alcohol in public places 

Q20. And do you know whether under 18 year olds are allowed to drink alcohol away from private premises.  This

means places like public parks, streets, beaches or anywhere that is not privately owned.

Are there any special conditions associated with that?

Are there any exceptions to that? 

 Total Parent of Parent of Parent of


Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old  

old old 

n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 
% % % % 

Correct responses 
They are allowed if they are with a parent or 

guardian 11 12 10 10 
Incorrect responses 
No, the are not allowed under any circumstances 60 64 59 55 
Yes, they can under any circumstances 0 0 0 0 
Yes, they can if they are with an adult (e.g. 

relative, friend, coach, teacher) 0 0 0 0 
Yes, they can if the alcohol was legally supplied 

(i.e. given to them by their parent or guardian 1 0 1 0 
Other incorrect response 4 4 4 0 
Don’t know 27 21 28 35 
Total ** ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 

Table88. Proof of age 

Q21. And do you know what sort of identification is needed as proof of age for people wanting to buy alcohol? 
 Total Parent of Parent of Parent of


Sample 14-15 year 16-17 year 18 year old  

old old 

n=403 n=157 n=175 n=71 
% % % % 

Photo ID (non-specific) 43 45 39 48 
NZ or overseas passport 28 17 31 44 
NZ photo drivers license 67 64 72 63 
HANZ 18+ card 23 17 22 35 
Other 33 38 30 32 
Don’t know 4 7 2 3 
Total ** ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 
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Personal demographicsPersonal demographicPP sersonal demographicsersonal demographics

Table 89. Highest educational qualification 

Q27. Finally, I just need to ask a few questions for classification purposes. Thinking about your education, which 
of these best describes your highest educational qualification? 

Total Parents of Parents of 
sample male female 

teenager teenager 
n=403 n=203 n=192 

% % % 
No school examinations 14 14 15 
School Certificate 22 21 22 
6th Form Certificate 5 6 4 
University entrance or equivalent 7 7 8 
Trade Certificate or Advanced Trade Certificate 11 9 12 
Polytechnic Certificate or Diploma 13 12 14 
Teacher’s or Nurses’ Certificate or Diploma 8 8 8 
University diploma below degree level 4 4 3 
University degree 14 17 11 
Other 2 3 1 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 90. Working status 

Q28. At present are you….?

 Total Parents of Parents of 
sample male female 

teenager teenager 
n=403 n=203 n=192 

% % % 
Self-employed 24 25 23 
Full-time salary or wage earner 47 50 44 
Part-time salary or wage earner (less than 30 

hrs/week) 18 17 18 
Retired 1 0 1 
Full-time home-maker 5 3 6 
Student 2 2 2 
Unemployed 1 0 1 
Other beneficiary 3 3 4 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 91. Occupation 

Q29. And what is your current occupation? 
Sub Parents of Parents of 

sample male female 
teenager  teenager 

n=343* n=178* n=159*
 % % % 
Clerical or sales employee 12 17 15 
Semi-skilled worker 7 8 11 
Technical or skilled worker 10 10 16 
Business manager or executive 12 16 15 
Teacher, nurse, police, other trained service 

worker 20 31 23 
Professional or senior government official 5 9 3 
Labourer, manual, agricultural or domestic 

worker 7 7 14 
Farmer owner or manager 1 0 2 
Other 1 0 2 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding.

*Sub-sample: Excludes full-time home-makers, students, unemployed and other beneficiaries (Q28).


Table 92. Personal income 

Q30. And which of these best describes your personal income before tax? Please include any child 
support, benefits or other income support you may receive?
 Total Parent of Parent of 

sample male female 
teenager  teenager 

n=403 n=203 n=192 
% % % 

Under $10,000 10 9 11 
$10,000 but less than $20,000 16 16 16 
$20,000 but less than $30,000 17 18 15 
$30,000 but less than $40,000 25 29 22 
$40,000 but less than $50,000 11 12 9 
$50,000 but less than $60,000 3 2 4 
$60,000 but less than $70,000 4 1 7 
$70,000 but less than $80,000 2 1 2 
$80,000 but less than $90,000 4 4 3 
$90,000 but less than $100,000 2 3 1 
$100,000 or more 2 4 0 
Don’t know 1 0 3 
Refused 4 2 6 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 93. Joint income 

Q32. And which of these best describes the joint income of yourself and your partner before tax? 
Sub Parents of Parents of 

sample male female 
teenager  teenager 

n=321* n=166* n=155*
 % % % 
Under $10,000 1 1 0 
$10,000 but less than $20,000 2 3 1 
$20,000 but less than $30,000 6 6 5 
$30,000 but less than $40,000 13 13 12 
$40,000 but less than $50,000 14 13 16 
$50,000 but less than $60,000 13 12 16 
$60,000 but less than $70,000 12 11 11 
$70,000 but less than $80,000 8 13 3 
$80,000 but less than $90,000 7 5 9 
$90,000 but less than $100,000 4 4 3 
$100,000 or more 15 17 12 
Don’t know 2 0 4 
Refused 4 2 7 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Includes only those respondents who were married or living with a partner. 

Table 94. Nearest town or city 

Q33. And lastly, what town or city do you live in or closest to? 

 Total Parents of Parents of 
sample male female 

teenager  teenager 
n=403 n=203 n=192 

% % % 
Northland 2 2 3 
Auckland 30 30 29 
Waikato 3 2 5 
Bay of Plenty 9 7 12 
Gisborne 1 2 1 
Taranaki 5 5 6 
Hawkes Bay 5 6 4 
Manawatu 4 4 5 
Wairarapa 1 1 1 
Wanganui 2 3 1 
Wellington 11 9 13 
Marlborough 2 0 3 
Nelson 2 4 1 
West Coast 0 0 0 
Christchurch 12 13 11 
Timaru/Oamaru 3 3 2 
Dunedin 3 4 2 
Invercargill 3 4 3 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 95. Ethnicity 

Q3. Thinking now about ethnicity, which of the following ethnic groups do you fit into? You can be more 
than one. Are you ...? 
 Total Parents of Parents of 

sample male female 
teenager  teenager 

n=403 n=203 n=192 
% % % 

Māori 14 14 14 
NZ European (Pakeha) 80 82 78 
Other European 7 6 8 
Samoan 0 0 0 
Cook Island Māori 0 0 0 
Tongan 0 0 0 
Niuen 0 0 1 
Other 4 4 5 
Refused 0 0 1 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 96. Gender
 Total Parents of Parents of 

sample male female 
teenager  teenager 

n=403 n=203 n=192 
% % % 

Male 45 43 47 
Female 55 57 53 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
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Table 97. Marital status 

Q31. And which of these categories best describes you?
 Total Parents of Parents of 

sample male female 
teenager teenager 

n=403 n=203 n=192 
% % % 

Married/living with partner 87 90 85 
Separated, divorced, widowed 12 8 14 
Never married 1 2 1 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 98. Number of children 

Q1. First of all can you tell me how many children you are the parent or guardian of? 
Total Parents of Parents of 

sample male female 
teenager teenager 

n=403 n=203 n=192 
% % % 

1 Child 8 8 7 
2 Children 36 36 37 
3 Children 32 33 31 
4 Children 16 18 15 
5 or more children 8 5 9 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
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Table 99. Description of own drinking behaviour 

Q22. Now, I need to ask a few questions about you. How would you describe your own drinking 
behaviour? Would you say you are…. 

Total Parents of Parents of 
sample male female 

teenager teenager 
n=403 n=203 n=192 

% % % 
A light drinker 62 67 55 
A medium drinker 24 20 29 
A heavy drinker 1 1 0 
Non-drinker 14 12 15 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 100. Frequency of consumption of alcohol 

Q23. At present, about how often do you have an alcoholic drink of any kind? 
Sub Parents of Parents of 

sample male female 
teenager teenager 

n=329* n=168* n=156*
 % % % 
Almost everyday 18 14 21 
About twice a week 25 26 25 
About once a week 19 22 16 
About once every two weeks 11 12 9 
About once a month 13 12 13 
Only a few times a year 14 14 15 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Excludes  parents who classified themselves as non-drinkers (Q22). 



Table 101. Amount of alcohol consumed on last drinking occasion 

Q24. The last time you had a drink, about how many “glasses” did you have?  By “glass”, we mean, for 
example, a whole can or bottle of beer or a whole glass of wine. 

Sub Parents of Parents of 
sample male female 

teenager  teenager 
n=329* n=168* n=156*

 % % % 
Only one glass 42 45 39 
2 glasses 24 26 23 
3 glasses 
4 glasses 

Don’t know 

8 
11 

0 

7 
10 

0 

11 
12 

0 
Total 100 100 100 

5 glasses 4 6 3 
6-7 glasses 4 3 4 
8-9 glasses 1 1 1 
More than 10 glasses 5 3 8 

Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Excludes  parents who classified themselves as non-drinkers (Q22). 

Table 102. Heaviest drinker in the household 

Q25. And how would you describe the heaviest drinker in your household? Would you say that person 
is….. 
 Total Parents of Parents of 

sample male female 
teenager  teenager 

n=403 n=203 n=192 
% % % 

A light drinker 47 49 44 
A medium drinker 41 39 44 
A heavy drinker 4 4 4 
Non-drinker 7 6 8 
Don’t know 1 1 1 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



General concern about teenagers and alcoholGeneral concern about teenagers and alcohoGeGe lneral concern about teenagers and alcoholneral concern about teenagers and alcohol

Table 103. Greatest concern for parents of teenagers 

Q5a: In your opinion, what is the greatest concern that parents have to deal with when their children 
become teenagers? 

Total Parents of Parents of 
sample male female 

teenager teenager 
n=403 n=203 n=192 

% % % 
School/education/qualifications in general 7 7 8 
Employment opportunities (full/part-time) 6 5 7 
The cost of an education 0 0 0 
Peer pressure (e.g. feeling forced to smoke, drink, 

do drugs etc.) 19 23 16 
Self image/ self confidence/ self esteem/ mental 

health etc. 3 3 3 
Teenage suicide 2 2 0 
Sexual relationships 3 1 5 
Teenage pregnancy 1 0 2 
Sexually transmitted diseases 0 0 1 
Difficulties communicating with their teenagers 2 3 2 
Difficulties enforcing rules with their teenagers 1 1 0 
Dangerous driving (e.g. speed, Alcohol) 2 3 2 
Staying out too late/breaking curfews 0 0 0 
Alcohol generally 8 10 6 
Drugs and drug related issues 21 20 22 
Other 24 21 27 
None 0 0 0 
Don’t know 0 1 0 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Total may not add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 104. Total concerns for parents of teenagers - (all mentioned) 

Q5a: In your opinion, what is the greatest concern that parents have to deal with when their children 
become teenagers?  AND 
Q5b. What are the other concerns parents have to deal with in relation to teenagers? 
 Total Parents of Parents of 

sample male female 
teenager  teenager 

n=403 n=203 n=192 
% % % 

School/education/qualifications in general 36 39 33 
Employment opportunities (full/part-time) 25 24 26 
The cost of an education 3 3 3 
Peer pressure (e.g. feeling forced to smoke, drink, 

do drugs etc.) 37 40 33 
Self image/ self confidence/ self esteem/ mental 

health etc. 14 16 12 
Teenage suicide 5 4 6 
Sexual relationships 21 19 22 
Teenage pregnancy 6 2 10 
Sexually transmitted diseases 4 1 7 
Difficulties communicating with their teenagers 7 10 5 
Difficulties enforcing rules with their teenagers 5 6 5 
Dangerous driving (e.g. speed, Alcohol) 14 13 15 
Staying out too late/breaking curfews 2 3 1 
Alcohol-related damage to teenager’s physical 

health 2 2 2 
Alcohol-related damage to teenager’s mental 

health 0 0 0 
Alcohol-related sexual vulnerability 2 1 3 
Alcohol-related violence or aggression 1 1 1 
Alcohol generally 40 43 36 
Drugs and drug related issues 59 62 57 
Others 54 52 55 
None 5 5 6 
Don’t know 1 2 0 
Total ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 



Table 105. Concern about teenagers and alcohol (prompted) 

Q6. Now I’m going to read out some statements about concerns some parents have in relation to 
teenage children and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say how much of a concern you 
personally think each is in relation to teenagers and alcohol. 

 Total Parents of Parents of 
sample male female 

teenager  teenager 
n=403 n=203 n=192 

% % % 
Drink driving (as either the 

passenger or driver) 
Very concerned 79 76 83 
Concerned 15 15 15 
Neither 1 1 0 
Not concerned 3 5 1 
Not concerned at all 2 3 1 
Don’t know 0 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 
Becoming involved in a violent or 

aggressive situation 
Very concerned 65 63 68 
Concerned 23 24 21 

Neither 1 0 1 
Not concerned 9 11 7 
Not concerned at all 2 2 2 
Don’t know 0 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 
Becoming more sexually 

vulnerable 
Very concerned 46 38 55 
Concerned 44 53 34 
Neither 2 2 1 
Not concerned 7 6 8 
Not concerned at all 1 1 1 
Don’t know 1 0 1 
Total 100 100 100 
Damaging their health 
Very concerned 55 54 56 
Concerned 31 33 30 
Neither 2 0 3 
Not concerned 8 8 8 
Not concerned at all 4 4 4 
Don’t know 0 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 
Smoking cigarettes 
Very concerned 41 38 43 
Concerned 41 40 44 
Neither 1 2 1 
Not concerned 10 11 9 
Not concerned at all 6 8 3 
Don’t know 1 1 0 
Total 100 100 100 



Table 106. Concern about teenagers and alcohol (prompted) contd.. 

Q6. Now I’m going to read out some statements about concerns some parents have in relation to 
teenage children and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say how much of a concern you 
personally think each is in relation to teenagers and alcohol. 

 Total Parents of Parents of 
sample male female 

teenager  teenager 
n=403 n=203 n=192 

% % % 
Taking drugs 
Very concerned 76 76 77 
Concerned 16 16 16 
Neither 1 1 1 
Not concerned 4 4 4 
Not concerned at all 2 1 3 
Don’t know 1 1 0 
Total 100 100 100 
Injuring themselves 
Very concerned 52 51 53 
Concerned 35 35 35 
Neither 2 1 3 
Not concerned 9 11 6 
Not concerned at all 2 2 2 
Don’t know 0 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 
Embarrassing themselves or their 

family 
Very concerned 10 8 13 
Concerned 40 40 40 
Neither 6 7 4 
Not concerned 28 27 27 
Not concerned at all 15 16 14 
Don’t know 2 1 2 
Total 100 100 100 

Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
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Table 107. Parental views regarding their own teenager drinking alcohol 

Q10. Do you think your teenager drinks alcohol? 
Total Parents of Parents of 

sample male female 
teenager teenager 

n=403 n=203 n=192 
% % % 

Yes 77 84 72 
No 22 16 26 
Can’t say/don’t know 1 0 2 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 108. Reported level of excessive teenage drinking 

Q11. And do you think your teenager has ever drunk too much alcohol? 
Sub Parents of Parents of 

Sample male female 
teenager teenager 

n=297* n=163* n=134*
 % % % 
Yes 49 55 40 
No 46 39 55 
Can’t say/don’t know 5 5 5 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Includes only those parents who believed their teenager drinks alcohol (Q10). 

Table 109. Concern about own teenager and alcohol 

Q8. On a scale of zero to ten, how worried would you say you are about your teen and alcohol? Please 
let zero represent not at all worried and ten represent extremely worried. 

Total Parents of Parents of 
sample male female 

teenager teenager 
n=403 n=203 n=192 

% % % 
0: Not at all concerned 24 22 26 
1-3: Low level of concern 31 30 31 
4-6: Medium level of concern 30 32 25 
7-10: High level of concern 16 16 16 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 110. Responsibility for helping teenagers learn to handle alcohol responsibly 

Q7. And in your opinion, who do you believe should play the most important role in helping teenagers 
learn how to handle alcohol responsibly? 
 Total Parents of Parents of 

sample male female 
teenager  teenager 

n=403 n=203 n=192 
% % % 

Parents/guardians 92 94 91 
Teachers/schools 1 1 0 
Church 0 0 0 
Whanau/extended family 2 2 1 
Other community organisations 1 1 0 
Other Government organisations 1 0 1 
Other 4 2 6 
Don’t know 0 0 1 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 111. Attitudes toward alcohol in relation to their own teenager 

Q9. I’m now going to read out views of some parents about their teenager and alcohol, and I’d like you 
to let me know whether you agree or disagree with each statement in relation to your own teenager. Is 
that agree/disagree or strongly agree/disagree?   

 Total Parents of Parents of 
sample male female 

teenager  teenager 
n=403 n=203 n=192 

% % % 
It’s okay for my teenager to get drunk sometimes. 
Strongly agree 2 2 1 
Agree 21 25 17 
Neither 5 6 5 
Disagree 29 28 30 
Strongly disagree 44 39 48 
Don’t know 0 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 
Getting drunk is part of having fun as a teenager. 
Strongly agree 4 3 5 
Agree 12 13 12 
Neither 3 5 1 
Disagree 29 30 29 
Strongly disagree 51 49 52 
Don’t know 1 0 1 
Total 100 100 100 
Teenagers should not drink at all. 
Strongly agree 7 7 6 
Agree 6 4 7 
Neither 5 3 7 
Disagree 62 63 63 
Strongly disagree 20 23 16 
Don’t know 0 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 
I set a good example for my teenager through my 

own drinking behaviour. 
Strongly agree 52 56 48 
Agree 40 37 41 
Neither 3 4 3 
Disagree 5 3 6 
Strongly disagree 0 0 0 
Don’t know 1 0 1 
Total 100 100 100 

Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 112. Actions taken in regard to teenager and alcohol 

Q15. I’m now going to read out some statements about the steps that some parents take in regard to 
their teenager and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say whether it is something you do 
always, mostly, sometimes, not often or never. 
 Total Parents of Parents of 

sample male female 
teenager  teenager 

n=403 n=203 n=192 
% % % 

I talk to my teenager about what is going on in 
their life. 

    Always 56 56 57 
    Mostly 30 33 27 
    Sometimes 12 11 14 
    Not often 1 0 1 
    Never 1 0 1 
Total 
I have discussions with my teenager about 

alcohol related issues. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

100 

37 
27 
27 

6 
1 
2 

100 

100 

37 
26 
28 

6 
1 
2 

100 

100 

37 
29 
26 

6 
1 
1 

100 
I set clear rules for my teenager about alcohol 

use. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

57 
18 
11 

4 
7 
3 

100 

60 
17 
11 

4 
5 
2 

100 

54 
17 
11 

4 
10 
4 

100 
I make it a rule that my teen mustn’t drink alcohol 

when they go out. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

24 
9 

13 
14 
34 
6 

100 

25 
6 

16 
12 
37 
4 

100 

23 
11 
11 
17 
32 
6 

100 
I talk to my teenager about the kind of things that 

can go wrong in situations where alcohol is 
present. 

    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

57 
20 
18 

2 
2 
1 

100 

61 
18 
18 

0 
2 
1 

100 

54 
22 
18 

3 
1 
1 

100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 113. Actions taken in regard to teenager and alcohol (continued) 

Q15. I’m now going to read out some statements about the steps that some parents take in regard to 
their teenager and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say whether it is something you do 
always, mostly, sometimes, not often or never. 
 Total Parents of Parents of 

sample male female 
teenager  teenager 

n=403 n=203 n=192 
% % % 

I ensure that my teenager has adult supervision in 
situations where alcohol is present. 

    Always 44 45 44 
    Mostly 20 18 22 
    Sometimes 13 13 14 
    Not often 11 10 11 
    Never 9 11 6 
    Don’t know/not applicable 4 4 3 
Total 
Before my teenager attends an event where 

alcohol will be present, I set a limit on how much 
my teenager can drink. 

    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

100 

31 
12 

5 
8 

29 
16 

100 

100 

29 
11 

7 
9 

30 
15 

100 

100 

32 
13 

3 
6 

29 
17 

100 
Before my teenager attends a party, I contact the 

parent host of that party.
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 

31 
10 
20 

9 
21 
9 

31 
11 
22 
11 
19 
7 

31 
10 
17 

8 
25 
9 

Total 100 100 100 
My teenager and I agree on arrangements  about 

transportation to and from an event before they 
go out. 

    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 

80 
10 

4 
2 
3 
1 

78 
9 
5 
3 
4 
1 

83 
11 

2 
1 
2 
1 

Total 100 100 100 
When my teenager goes out, I know where he/she 

is going and who with. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 

69 
21 

7 
2 
1 

61 
28 

7 
2 
2 

75 
14 

7 
2 
0 

Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 114. Actions taken in regard to teenager and alcohol (continued) 

Q15. I’m now going to read out some statements about the steps that some parents take in regard to 
their teenager and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say whether it is something you do 
always, mostly, sometimes, not often or never. 
 Total Parents of Parents of 

sample male female 
teenager  teenager 

n=403 n=203 n=192 
% % % 

I set a curfew before my teenager goes out at 
night. 

    Always 51 51 51 
    Mostly 11 13 10 
    Sometimes 11 11 12 
    Not often 6 6 6 
    Never 17 19 14 
    Don’t know/not applicable 4 1 7 
Total 
My teenager has to let me know when he or she is 

safely home at night. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

100 

65 
9 
4 
4 

11 
7 

100 

100 

67 
10 

5 
5 
9 
4 

100 

100 

64 
9 
2 
4 

12 
9 

100 
I pick my teen up from evening social functions 

which he/she has attended. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

34 
24 
24 

6 
10 
2 

100 

34 
23 
23 

4 
14 
3 

100 

33 
25 
25 

9 
6 
1 

100 
I get to know my teenager’s friends. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

58 
34 

6 
1 
1 
0 

100 

59 
36 

4 
0 
0 
0 

100 

57 
33 

7 
2 
1 
0 

100 
I talk to the parents of my teenager’s friends about 

events or parties they are going to. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

27 
20 
31 

9 
10 
3 

100 

26 
22 
33 

9 
10 
0 

100 

28 
19 
30 

9 
10 
4 

100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 115. Problems encountered by parents in regard to their teenager and alcohol  

Q16. I’m now going to read out some statements about problems that some parents have encountered  
when dealing with their teenager in relation to alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say 
whether you always, mostly, sometimes, not often or never encounter this problem with your own teen.. 
 Total Parents of Parents of 

sample male female 
teenager  teenager 

n=403 n=203 n=192 
% % % 

I have difficulty approaching my teenager to talk 
about alcohol related issues. 

    Always 0 0 0 
    Mostly 1 0 1 
    Sometimes 7 5 9 
    Not often 9 6 12 
    Never 82 86 77 
    Don’t know/not applicable 1 2 0 
Total 100 100 100 
I set rules for my teenager about alcohol but their 

other parent lets them break those rules. 
    Always 1 1 1 
    Mostly 2 2 1 
    Sometimes 17 18 17 
    Not often 9 8 10 
    Never 55 52 57 
    Don’t know/not applicable 17 19 14 
Total 100 100 100 
I set rules for my teenager about alcohol but 

he/she breaks them. 
    Always 2 0 4 
    Mostly 2 1 3 
    Sometimes 17 24 11 
    Not often 15 16 15 
    Never 55 47 62 
    Don’t know/not applicable 9 12 6 
Total 100 100 100 
It’s hard to set rules because my teenager’s 

friends have parents who are more lenient. 
    Always 4 4 4 
    Mostly 8 10 5 
    Sometimes 19 21 18 
    Not often 14 17 11 
    Never 44 34 53 
    Don’t know/not applicable 12 14 9 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
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Table 116. Parental views regarding how their own teenager obtains alcohol 

Q12. How does your teenager currently obtain alcohol? Probe
 Sub Parents of Parents of 

Sample male female 
teenager teenager 

n=297* n=163* n=134*
 % % % 
Teen buys it him/herself 19 21 16 
From his/her friends 37 33 42 
From a brother/sister 7 6 8 
From a parent 63 59 68 
From a friends’ parents/siblings 10 10 10 
From another adult the teen knows 4 3 5 
From a stranger 0 0 1 
Teen steals it/ sneaks it 2 4 0 
Other 5 3 8 
Don’t know 5 6 2 
Total ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response.

*Sub-sample: Includes only those parents who believed their teenager drinks alcohol (Q10).


Table 117. Parents giving teenagers money for alcohol 

Q13. Within the past 6 months, have you given your teenager money to purchase alcohol to take to an 
event which you were not attending? If yes: The last time you did this, how much would you have given 
them? 

Sub Parents of Parents of 
Sample male female 

teenager teenager 
n=297* n=163* n=134*

 % % % 
Less than $10 3 2 5 
$10-$20 6 6 5 
$21-30 0 0 0 
More than $30 0 0 0 
None/Have not given teenager money for alcohol 89 90 87 
Refused 1 1 2 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Includes only those parents who believed their teenager drinks alcohol (Q10). 



Table 118. Parent supply of alcohol to children 

Q14. And within the last six months have you ever given your teenager alcohol to take to a social situation which 
you will not be attending?

 Sub 
Sample 

n=294* 
% 

Parents of 
male 

teenager  
n=161* 

% 

Parents of 
female 

teenager 
n=133*

% 
Yes 
No

31 
69 

29 
71 

34 
66 

Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Includes only those parents who believed their teenager drinks alcohol (Q10). 

Table 119. Amount of alcohol supplied 

Q14a. The last time you did this, about how much alcohol did you give them? 
One serving = 15ml of alcohol Sub Parents of Parents of 

Sample male female 
teenager  teenager 

n=81* n=38* n=43*
 % % % 
1 serving 12 8 16 
2 servings 15 17 14 
3 servings 10 8 14 
4 servings 11 4 19 
5 - 6 servings 41 52 30 
7 - 8 servings 0 0 0 
9 - 10 servings 3 5 1 
More than 10 servings 5 7 9 
Total 100 100 100 
Mean 4.4 4.8 4.2 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding.

*Sub-sample: Includes only those respondents who had given their teenager alcohol to take out.

Caution: Results in this table are indicative due to low base numbers of respondents (<100).




Table 120. Type of alcohol supplied 

Q14b. What sort of alcohol was that?

 Sub Parents of Parents of 
Sample male female 

teenager  teenager 
n=81* n=38* n=43*

 % % % 
Low alcohol beer 1 2 0 
Ordinary beer-cans/stubbies 46 67 24 
Ordinary beer-750ml bottles 0 0 1 
Cider-750ml bottles 2 0 4 
Wine-750ml bottles 15 11 20 
Wine cooler-stubbie bottle 2 0 4 
Alcoholic sodas  6 4 8 
Alcoholic lemonades 0 0 1 
RTD’s  23 5 42 
Spirits-miniatures 4 4 4 
Spirits-Standard bottle 1 1 1 
Spirits-larger bottle 0 0 1 
Liqueurs-standard bottle 0 0 1 
Home brew 2 4 0 
Don’t know 2 4 0 
Total ** ** ** 

Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response.

*Sub-sample: Includes only those parents who believed their teenager drinks alcohol (Q10).
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Table 121. Awareness of sources of support for dealing with teenagers and alcohol 

Q17. Thinking now about the help and support available to parents dealing with teenagers and alcohol 
related issues. What people or organisations could you go to if you needed support dealing with your 
teenager about alcohol related issues? Can you think of any other options? 

Total Parents of Parents of 
sample male female 

teenager teenager 
n=403 n=203 n=192 

% % % 
The teen’s other parent 2 1 3 
Friends 5 3 8 
Extended family 7 5 9 
Other parents 5 8 3 
The school 27 26 27 
The marae 0 0 0 
The church 11 9 11 
The Alcohol Helpline 4 3 5 
Personal Help Services 1 0 2 
Barnardos 0 0 0 
Citizens Advice Bureau 8 7 8 
Relationship Services 1 1 1 
Toughlove Parent Support Groups 4 5 4 
DARE 5 6 3 
AA 33 32 34 
Books 1 0 1 
ALAC web page 3 4 3 
The Police 11 11 11 
Other 44 39 48 
None 3 4 2 
Don’t know 15 16 13 
Total ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 



Table 122. Utilised sources of support for dealing with teenagers and alcohol 

Q17a. Thinking now about the help and support available to parents dealing with teenagers and alcohol 
related issues. ... Which of these have you actually used?
 Total Parents of Parents of 

sample male female 
teenager  teenager 

n=403 n=203 n=192 
% % % 

Friends 1 0 2 
Extended family 1 1 1 
Other parents 1 2 1 
The school 3 2 4 
The marae 0 0 0 
The church 1 1 1 
The Alcohol Helpline 0 0 1 
Personal Help Services 1 0 1 
Citizens Advice Bureau 1 2 0 
Toughlove Parent Support Groups 1 0 1 
AA 1 1 1 
ALAC web page 0 0 0 
The Police 0 1 0 
Other 6 6 6 
None 79 82 79 
Don’t know 7 6 8 
Total ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 
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Table 123. Legal age of purchasing alcohol 

Q18. I’m going to ask a few questions now about alcohol and the law.  Do you know how old people need to be 
before they can buy alcohol or be supplied with alcohol in NZ? 

Total Parents of Parents of 
sample male female 

teenager teenager 
n=403 n=203 n=192 

% % % 
Less than 18 years 1 1 0 
18 years 98 98 97 
19 years 0 0 1 
20 years 1 1 1 
Over 20 years 1 0 1 
Don’t know 0 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 124. Situations for under 18 year olds to be supplied with alcohol 

Q19. And do you know if there are any situations where under 18 years old can legally be supplied with alcohol? 

Total Parents of Parents of 
sample male female 

teenager teenager 
n=403 n=203 n=192 

% % % 
Correct responses 
When it is given to them by their parent or legal 

guardian 43 44 44 
When it is given to them at a private function (e.g. 

a wedding, 21st birthday party) 11 14 8 
Incorrect responses 
If it is given to them by an older family member 2 3 1 
If it is given to them by an adult 2 2 3 
In a restaurant or café where there is food 8 9 7 
Other 5 6 3 
None/There are no exceptions to the law 15 13 17 
Don’t know 30 31 29 
Total ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 



Table 125. Law on under 18 year olds drinking alcohol in public places 

Q20. And do you know whether under 18 year olds are allowed to drink alcohol away from private premises.  This

means places like public parks, streets, beaches or anywhere that is not privately owned.

Are there any special conditions associated with that?

Are there any exceptions to that? 

 Total Parents of Parents of 

sample male female 
teenager  teenager 

n=403 n=203 n=192 
% % % 

Correct responses 
They are allowed if they are with a parent or 

guardian 11 13 8 
Incorrect responses 
No, the are not allowed under any circumstances 60 60 62 
Yes, they can under any circumstances 0 0 0 
Yes, they can if they are with an adult (e.g. 

relative, friend, coach, teacher) 0 0 0 
Yes, they can if the alcohol was legally supplied 

(i.e. given to them by their parent or guardian 1 1 0 
Other incorrect response 4 4 3 
Don’t know 26 25 28 
Total ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 

Table 126. Proof of age when purchasing alcohol 

Q21. And do you know what sort of identification is needed as proof of age for people wanting to buy alcohol? 
 Total Parents of Parents of 

sample male female 
teenager  teenager 

n=403 n=203 n=192 
% % % 

Photo ID (non-specific) 43 46 39 
NZ or overseas passport 28 30 25 
NZ photo drivers license 67 64 73 
HANZ 18+ card 23 22 23 
Other 33 33 34 
Don’t know 4 4 4 
Total ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 
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Personal demographicsPersonal demographicPP sersonal demographicsersonal demographics

Table 127. Highest educational qualification 

Q27. Finally, I just need to ask a few questions for classification purposes. Thinking about your education, which 
of these best describes your highest educational qualification? 

Total 
Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
No school examinations 14 27 12 
School Certificate 22 19 22 
6th Form Certificate 5 4 6 
University entrance or equivalent 7 5 8 
Trade Certificate or Advanced Trade 

Certificate 11 11 11 
Polytechnic Certificate or Diploma 13 16 13 
Teacher’s or Nurses’ Certificate or Diploma 8 5 8 
University diploma below degree level 4 2 4 
University degree 14 8 15 
Other 2 1 2 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 128. Employment status 

Q28. At present are you….?

 Total 
Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
Self-employed 24 16 25 
Full-time salary or wage earner 47 42 48 
Part-time salary or wage earner (less than 30 

hrs/week) 18 22 17 
Retired 1 2 1 
Full-time home-maker 5 9 4 
Student 2 2 2 
Unemployed 1 2 1 
Other beneficiary 3 5 3 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 129. Occupation 

Q29. And what is your current occupation? 
Sub 

sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=264* n=133* n=131*

 % % % 
Clerical or sales employee 12 15 17 
Semi-skilled worker 7 9 10 
Technical or skilled worker 10 11 14 
Business manager or executive 12 9 17 
Business owner or self-employed 26 
Teacher, nurse, police, other trained service 

worker 20 30 26 
Professional or senior government official 5 2 7 
Labourer, manual, agricultural or domestic worker 7 23 8 
Farmer owner or manager 1 0 1 
Other 1 1 1 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Excludes full-time homemakers, students, unemployed and beneficiaries. 

Table 130. Personal income 

Q30. And which of these best describes your personal income before tax?  Please include any child 
support, benefits or other income support you may receive?
 Total 

sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
Under $10,000 10 12 10 
$10,000 but less than $20,000 16 21 15 
$20,000 but less than $30,000 17 21 16 
$30,000 but less than $40,000 25 17 26 
$40,000 but less than $50,000 11 13 11 
$50,000 but less than $60,000 3 6 3 
$60,000 but less than $70,000 4 2 4 
$70,000 but less than $80,000 2 1 2 
$80,000 but less than $90,000 4 1 4 
$90,000 but less than $100,000 2 1 2 
$100,000 or more 2 1 2 
Don’t know 1 0 2 
Refused 4 3 4 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 131. Joint income 

Q32. And which of these best describes the joint income of yourself and your partner before tax? 
Sub 

sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=325* n=159* n=166*

 % % % 
Under $10,000 1 1 1 
$10,000 but less than $20,000 2 7 2 
$20,000 but less than $30,000 6 10 5 
$30,000 but less than $40,000 13 12 13 
$40,000 but less than $50,000 14 14 14 
$50,000 but less than $60,000 13 14 13 
$60,000 but less than $70,000 12 13 11 
$70,000 but less than $80,000 8 6 8 
$80,000 but less than $90,000 7 7 7 
$90,000 but less than $100,000 4 6 4 
$100,000 or more 15 5 16 
Don’t know 2 2 2 
Refused 4 4 4 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Includes only those respondents who were married or living with a partner. 

Table 132. Nearest town or city 

Q33. And lastly, what town or city do you live in or closest to? 
 Total 

Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
Northland 2 10 1 
Auckland 30 16 33 
Waikato 3 6 3 
Bay of Plenty 9 19 8 
Gisborne 1 3 1 
Taranaki 5 2 6 
Hawkes Bay 5 9 5 
Manawatu 4 3 5 
Wairarapa 1 0 1 
Wanganui 2 2 2 
Wellington 11 10 11 
Marlborough 2 1 2 
Nelson 2 1 2 
West Coast 0 1 0 
Christchurch 12 7 13 
Timaru/Oamaru 3 2 3 
Dunedin 3 4 3 
Invercargill 3 3 3 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 133. Ethnicity 

Q3. Thinking now about ethnicity, which of the following ethnic groups do you fit into? You can be more 
than one. Are you ...? 
 Total 

Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
Maori 50 100 0 
NZ European (Pakeha) 62 38 87 
Other European 5 3 7 
Pacific Island 1 2 0 
Other 3 1 5 
Refused 0 0 0 
Total ** ** ** 
**Note: Totals may exceed 100% due to multiple response.

*Figures presented in the total sample column are weighted in all tables including this one.


Table 134. Gender

 Total 
Sample 
n=403 

% 

Māori 
n=200 

% 

Non-Māori 
n=203 

% 
Male  
Female 

45 
55 

41 
59 

46 
54 

Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
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Table 135. Marital status 

Q31. And which of these categories best describes you?
 Total 

sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
Married/living with partner 87 79 88 
Separated, divorced, widowed 12 17 11 
Never married 1 5 1 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 136. Number of children 

Q1. First of all can you tell me how many children you are the parent or guardian of?
 Total 

Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
1 Child 8 7 8 
2 Children 36 25 38 
3 Children 32 31 33 
4 Children 16 17 16 
5 or more children 8 21 6 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Personal drinking profile 

Table 137. Description of own drinking behaviour 

Q22. Now, I need to ask a few questions about you.  How would you describe your own drinking 
behaviour?  Would you say you are…. 
 Total 

Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
A light drinker 62 47 64 
A medium drinker 24 27 23 
A heavy drinker 1 2 1 
Non-drinker 14 23 12 
Don’t know 0 1 0 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 138. Frequency of consumption of alcohol 

Q23. At present, about how often do you have an alcoholic drink of any kind? 
Sub 

sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=330* n=153* n=177*

 % % % 
Almost everyday 18 6 20 
About twice a week 25 14 27 
About once a week 19 16 19 
About once every two weeks 11 18 10 
About once a month 13 17 12 
Only a few times a year 14 30 12 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Excludes non-drinkers (Q22). 



Table 139. Amount of alcohol consumed on last drinking occasion 

Q24. The last time you had a drink, about how many “glasses” did you have?  By “glass”, we mean, for 
example, a whole can or bottle of beer or a whole glass of wine. 

Sub 
sample 
n=330* 

Māori 
n=153* 

Non-Māori 
n=177*

 % % % 
Only one glass 42 16 46 
2 glasses 24 27 24 
3 glasses 8 10 8 
4 glasses 

Don’t know 

11 

0 

11 

1 

11 

0 
Total 100 100 100 

5-6 glasses 4 7 4 
7-8 glasses 4 5 4 
9-10 glasses 1 3 0 
More than 10 glasses 5 19 3 

Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Excludes non-drinkers (Q22). 

Table 140. Heaviest drinker in the household 

Q25. And how would you describe the heaviest drinker in your household? Would you say that person 
is….. 
 Total 

Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
A light drinker 47 39 49 
A medium drinker 41 44 40 
A heavy drinker 4 6 3 
Non-drinker 7 10 7 
Don’t know 1 1 1 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
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Table 141. Greatest concern for parents of teenagers 

Q5a: In your opinion, what is the greatest concern that parents have to deal with when their children 
become teenagers? 

Total 
Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
School/education/qualifications in general 7 8 7 
Employment opportunities (full/part-time) 6 4 6 
The cost of an education 0 1 0 
Peer pressure (e.g. feeling forced to smoke, drink, 

do drugs etc.) 19 14 20 
Self image/ self confidence/ self esteem/ mental 

health etc. 3 2 3 
Teenage suicide 2 1 2 
Sexual relationships 3 7 2 
Teenage pregnancy 1 1 1 
Sexually transmitted diseases 0 0 0 
Difficulties communicating with their teenagers 2 5 2 
Difficulties enforcing rules with their teenagers 1 2 1 
Dangerous driving (e.g. speed, Alcohol) 2 1 2 
Staying out too late/breaking curfews 0 1 0 
Alcohol generally 8 7 8 
Drugs and drug related issues 21 23 20 
Other 24 23 24 
None 0 1 0 
Don’t know 0 0 1 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 142. Total concerns for parents of teenagers - (all mentioned) 

Q5a: In your opinion, what is the greatest concern that parents have to deal with when their children 
become teenagers?  AND 
Q5b. What are the other concerns parents have to deal with in relation to teenagers? 
 Total 

Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
School/education/qualifications in general 36 41 35 
Employment opportunities (full/part-time) 25 21 25 
The cost of an education 3 2 3 
Peer pressure (e.g. feeling forced to smoke, drink, 

do drugs etc.) 37 35 38 
Self image/ self confidence/ self esteem/ mental 

health etc. 14 12 15 
Teenage suicide 5 5 5 
Sexual relationships 21 21 21 
Teenage pregnancy 6 5 6 
Sexually transmitted diseases 4 3 4 
Difficulties communicating with their teenagers 7 7 8 
Difficulties enforcing rules with their teenagers 5 5 5 
Dangerous driving (e.g. speed, Alcohol) 14 4 16 
Staying out too late/breaking curfews 2 2 2 
Alcohol-related damage to teenager’s physical 

health 2 1 2 
Alcohol-related damage to teenager’s mental 

health 0 1 0 
Alcohol-related sexual vulnerability 2 2 2 
Alcohol-related violence or aggression 1 3 0 
Alcohol generally 40 43 39 
Drugs and drug related issues 59 54 60 
Others 54 52 54 
None 5 7 5 
Don’t know 1 1 1 
Total ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 



Table 143. Concern about teenagers and alcohol (prompted) 

Q6. Now I’m going to read out some statements about concerns some parents have in relation to 
teenage children and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say how much of a concern you 
personally think each is in relation to teenagers and alcohol. 

 Total 
Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
Drink driving (as either the 

passenger or driver) 
Very concerned 79 84 79 
Concerned 15 11 15 
Neither 1 1 1 
Not concerned 3 3 3 
Not concerned at all 2 1 2 
Total 100 100 100 
Becoming involved in a violent or 

aggressive situation 
Very concerned 65 74 63 
Concerned 23 20 23 

Neither 1 1 1 
Not concerned 9 3 10 
Not concerned at all 2 1 2 
Don’t know 0 1 0 
Total 100 100 100 
Becoming more sexually 

vulnerable 
Very concerned 46 62 43 
Concerned 44 29 46 
Neither 2 0 2 
Not concerned 7 4 7 
Not concerned at all 1 3 1 
Don’t know 1 2 1 
Total 100 100 100 
Damaging their health 
Very concerned 55 70 52 
Concerned 31 23 33 
Neither 2 1 2 
Not concerned 8 5 9 
Not concerned at all 4 1 4 
Don’t know 0 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 
Smoking cigarettes 
Very concerned 41 49 40 
Concerned 41 32 43 
Neither 1 2 1 
Not concerned 10 12 10 
Not concerned at all 6 5 6 
Don’t know 1 0 1 
Total 100 100 100 



Table 144. Concern about teenagers and alcohol (prompted) contd.. 

Q6. Now I’m going to read out some statements about concerns some parents have in relation to 
teenage children and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say how much of a concern you 
personally think each is in relation to teenagers and alcohol. 

 Total 
Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
Taking drugs 
Very concerned 76 82 75 
Concerned 16 11 17 
Neither 1 0 1 
Not concerned 4 5 4 
Not concerned at all 2 0 2 
Don’t know 1 0 1 
Total 100 100 100 
Injuring themselves 
Very concerned 52 69 50 
Concerned 35 24 37 
Neither 2 1 2 
Not concerned 9 4 9 
Not concerned at all 2 2 2 
Total 100 100 100 
Embarrassing themselves or their 

family 
Very concerned 10 26 8 
Concerned 40 41 40 
Neither 6 4 6 
Not concerned 28 19 29 
Not concerned at all 15 8 16 
Don’t know 2 1 2 
Total 100 100 100 

Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
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Table 145. Parental views regarding their own teenager drinking alcohol 

Q10. Do you think your teenager drinks alcohol? 
Total 

Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
Yes 77 71 78 
No 22 26 21 
Can’t say/don’t know 1 3 1 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 146. Parental views regarding their own teenager drinking too much alcohol 

Q11. And do you think your teenager has ever drunk too much alcohol? 
Sub 

Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=299* n=141* n=158*

 % % % 
Yes 49 54 48 
No 46 39 47 
Can’t say/don’t know 5 7 5 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Includes only those parents who believed their teenager drinks alcohol (Q10). 

Table 147. Concern about own teenager and alcohol 

Q8. On a scale of zero to ten, how worried would you say you are about your teen and alcohol? Please 
let zero represent not at all worried and ten represent extremely worried. 

Total 
Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
0: Not at all concerned 24 9 25 
1-3: Low level of concern 31 23 32 
4-6: Medium level of concern 30 34 29 
7-10: Higher level of concern 16 25 15 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 148. Responsibility for helping teenagers learn to handle alcohol responsibly 

Q7. And in your opinion, who do you believe should play the most important role in helping teenagers 
learn how to handle alcohol responsibly? 
 Total 

Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
Parents/guardians 92 90 93 
Teachers/schools 1 2 1 
Church 0 1 0 
Whanau/extended family 2 1 2 
Other community organisations 1 1 1 
Other Government organisations 1 0 1 
Other 4 4 4 
Don’t know 0 1 0 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 149. Attitudes toward alcohol in relation to their own teenager 

Q9. I’m now going to read out views of some parents about their teenager and alcohol, and I’d like you 
to let me know whether you agree or disagree with each statement in relation to your own teenager. Is 
that agree/disagree or strongly agree/disagree?   

 Total 
Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
It’s okay for my teenager to get 

drunk sometimes. 
Strongly agree 2 1 2 
Agree 21 25 20 
Neither 5 3 5 
Disagree 29 27 29 
Strongly disagree 44 44 44 
Don’t know 0 0 0 
Total 100 100 100 
Getting drunk is part of having fun 

as a teenager. 
Strongly agree 4 2 4 
Agree 12 14 12 
Neither 3 3 3 
Disagree 29 29 29 
Strongly disagree 51 51 51 
Don’t know 1 0 1 
Total 100 100 100 
Teenagers should not drink at all. 
Strongly agree 7 12 7 
Agree 6 11 5 
Neither 5 5 5 
Disagree 62 60 62 
Strongly disagree 20 11 21 
Don’t know 0 1 0 
Total 100 100 100 
I set a good example for my 

teenager through my own drinking 
behaviour. 

Strongly agree 52 53 52 
Agree 40 32 41 
Neither 3 2 3 
Disagree 5 9 4 
Strongly disagree 0 3 0 
Don’t know 1 1 0 
Total 100 100 100 

Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Percentage who ‘agree’ or ‘strongly agree.’ 



Table 150. Actions taken in regard to teenager and alcohol 

Q15. I’m now going to read out some statements about the steps that some parents take in regard to 
their teenager and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say whether it is something you do 
always, mostly, sometimes, not often or never. 

 Total 
Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
I talk to my teenager about what is going on in 

their life. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

56 
30 
12 

1 
1 
0 

100 

55 
23 
19 

2 
0 
1 

100 

56 
31 
11 

1 
1 
0 

100 
I have discussions with my teenager about 

alcohol related issues. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

37 
27 
27 

6 
1 
2 

100 

42 
20 
28 

7 
2 
2 

100 

36 
28 
27 

6 
1 
2 

100 
I set clear rules for my teenager about alcohol 

use. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

57 
18 
11 

4 
7 
3 

100 

59 
13 
12 

6 
5 
4 

100 

57 
18 
11 

3 
7 
3 

100 
I make it a rule that my teen mustn’t drink alcohol 

when they go out. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

24 
9 

13 
14 
34 
6 

100 

36 
6 

12 
12 
28 
5 

100 

22 
9 

13 
14 
35 
6 

100 
I talk to my teenager about the kind of things that 

can go wrong in situations where alcohol is 
present. 

    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 

57 
20 
18 

2 
2 
1 

59 
17 
20 

2 
1 
1 

57 
21 
18 

2 
2 
1 

Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 151. Actions taken in regard to teenager and alcohol (continued) 

Q15. I’m now going to read out some statements about the steps that some parents take in regard to 
their teenager and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say whether it is something you do 
always, mostly, sometimes, not often or never. 
 Total 

Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

%* % % 
I ensure that my teenager has adult supervision in 

situations where alcohol is present. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

44 
20 
13 
11 

9 
4 

100 

50 
13 
15 

6 
11 
5 

100 

44 
21 
12 
11 

8 
4 

100 
Before my teenager attends an event where 

alcohol will be present, I set a limit on how much 
my teenager can drink. 

    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

31 
12 

5 
8 

29 
16 

100 

34 
8 
9 
6 

25 
19 

100 

30 
12 

4 
8 

30 
16 

100 
Before my teenager attends a party, I contact the 

parent host of that party.
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

31 
10 
20 

9 
21 
9 

100 

41 
6 

12 
6 

22 
12 

100 

29 
11 
21 
10 
21 
8 

100 
My teenager and I agree on arrangements  about 

transportation to and from an event before they 
go out. 

    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 

80 
10 

4 
2 
3 
1 

76 
8 
8 
3 
5 
1 

81 
10 

3 
2 
3 
1 

Total 100 100 100 
When my teenager goes out, I know where he/she 

is going and who with. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 

69 
21 

7 
2 
1 

68 
19 

9 
1 
3 

69 
21 

7 
2 
1 

Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 152. Actions taken in regard to teenager and alcohol (continued) 

Q15. I’m now going to read out some statements about the steps that some parents take in regard to 
their teenager and alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say whether it is something you do 
always, mostly, sometimes, not often or never. 
 Total 

Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
I set a curfew before my teenager goes out at 

night. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

51 
11 

1 
6 

17 
4 

100 

47 
8 

15 
6 

21 
3 

100 

52 
12 
11 

6 
16 
4 

100 
My teenager has to let me know when he or she is 

safely home at night. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

65 
9 
4 
4 

11 
7 

100 

63 
9 
7 
5 

10 
6 

100 

65 
9 
3 
4 

11 
7 

100 
I pick my teen up from evening social functions 

which he/she has attended. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

34 
24 
24 

6 
10 
2 

100 

39 
14 
24 

7 
13 
3 

100 

33 
26 
24 

6 
9 
2 

100 
I get to know my teenager’s friends. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 
Total 

58 
34 

6 
1 
1 
0 

100 

59 
27 
10 

1 
2 
1 

100 

58 
35 

5 
1 
1 
0 

100 
I talk to the parents of my teenager’s friends about 

events or parties they are going to. 
    Always 
    Mostly 
    Sometimes 
    Not often 
    Never 
    Don’t know/not applicable 

27 
20 
31 

9 
10 
3 

34 
15 
28 

6 
13 
3 

26 
21 
32 

9 
9 
3 

Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Table 153. Problems encountered by parents in regard to their teenager and alcohol  

Q16. I’m now going to read out some statements about problems that some parents have encountered  
when dealing with their teenager in relation to alcohol. As I read out each statement, please say 
whether you always, mostly, sometimes, not often or never encounter this problem with your own teen.. 
 Total 

Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
I have difficulty approaching my teenager to talk 

about alcohol related issues. 
    Always 0 2 0 
    Mostly 1 3 1 
    Sometimes 7 6 7 
    Not often 9 9 9 
    Never 82 80 82 
    Don’t know/not applicable 1 1 1 
Total 100 100 100 
I set rules for my teenager about alcohol but their 

other parent lets them break those rules. 
    Always 1 4 1 
    Mostly 2 1 2 
    Sometimes 17 17 17 
    Not often 9 11 9 
    Never 55 54 55 
    Don’t know/not applicable 17 14 17 
Total 100 100 100 
I set rules for my teenager about alcohol but 

he/she breaks them. 
    Always 2 5 1 
    Mostly 2 3 2 
    Sometimes 17 17 17 
    Not often 15 6 17 
    Never 55 63 53 
    Don’t know/not applicable 9 6 10 
Total 100 100 100 
It’s hard to set rules because my teenager’s 

friends have parents who are more lenient. 
    Always 4 5 4 
    Mostly 8 7 8 
    Sometimes 19 20 19 
    Not often 14 15 13 
    Never 44 40 45 
    Don’t know/not applicable 12 14 11 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 



Supply of  alcohol to teenagersSupply of  alcohol to teenagerSupplySupply sof  alcohol to teenagersof  alcohol to teenagers

Table 154. Sources of alcohol  for teenagers 

Q12. How does your teenager currently obtain alcohol? 
Sub 

Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=299* n=141* n=158*

 % % % 
Teen buys it him/herself 19 20 19 
From his/her friends 37 35 37 
From a brother/sister 7 5 7 
From a parent 63 47 65 
From a friends’ parents/siblings 10 12 10 
From another adult the teen knows 4 6 3 
From a stranger 0 0 0 
Teen steals it/ sneaks it 2 4 2 
Other 5 6 5 
Don’t know 5 6 4 
Total ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response.

*Sub-sample: Includes only those parents who believed their teenager drinks alcohol (Q10).


Table 155. Parents giving teenagers money for alcohol 

Q13. Within the past 6 months, have you given your teenager money to purchase alcohol to take to an 
event which you were not attending? If yes: The last time you did this, how much would you have given 
them? 

Sub 
Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=299* n=141* n=158*

 % % % 
Less than $10 3 1 4 
$10-$20 6 6 6 
$21-30 0 1 0 
More than $30 0 1 0 
Don’t know 89 90 89 
Refused 1 1 1 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Includes only those parents who believed their teenager drinks alcohol (Q10). 



Table 156. Parent supply of alcohol to children 

Q14. And within the last six months have you ever given your teenager alcohol to take to a social situation which 
you will not be attending?

 Total 
Sample 
n=296* 

% 

Māori 
n=138* 

% 

Non-Māori 
n=158*

% 
Yes 
No

31 
69 

25 
75 

32 
68 

Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 
*Sub-sample: Includes only those parents who believed their teenager drinks alcohol (Q10). 

Table 157. Amount of alcohol supplied 

Q14a. The last time you did this, about how much alcohol did you give them? 
One serving = 15ml of alcohol Sub-

Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=81* n=33* n=48*

 % % % 
1 serving 12 3 13 
2 servings 15 13 15 
3 servings 10 9 11 
4 servings 11 9 12 
5 - 6 servings 41 32 43 
7 - 8 servings 0 0 0 
9 - 10 servings 3 6 2 
More than 10 servings 5 30 4 
Total 100 100 100 
Mean 4.3 6.3 4.2 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding.

*Sub-sample: Includes only those respondents who had given their teenager alcohol to take out.

Caution: Results in this table are indicative due to low base numbers of respondents (<100).


Table 158. Type of alcohol supplied 

Q14b. What sort of alcohol was that?

 Sub-
Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=81* n=33* n=48*

 % % % 
Low alcohol beer 1 9 0 
Ordinary beer-cans/stubbies 46 41 47 
Ordinary beer-750ml bottles 0 3 0 
Cider-750ml bottles 2 0 2 
Wine-750ml bottles 15 9 16 
Wine cooler-stubbie bottle 2 0 2 
Alcoholic sodas  6 3 6 
Alcoholic lemonades 0 3 0 
RTD’s  23 27 22 
Spirits-miniatures 4 0 4 
Spirits-Standard bottle 1 9 0 
Spirits-larger bottle 0 3 0 
Liqueurs-standard bottle 0 3 0 
Home brew 2 0 2 
Don’t know 2 0 2 
Total ** ** ** 

Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response.

*Sub-sample: Includes only those parents who believed their teenager drinks alcohol (Q10).




Support channels 

Table 159. Awareness of sources of support for dealing with teenagers and alcohol 

Q17. Thinking now about the help and support available to parents dealing with teenagers and alcohol 
related issues. What people or organisations could you go to if you needed support dealing with your 
teenager about alcohol related issues? Can you think of any other options?  
 Total 

Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 
% % % 

The teen’s other parent 2 1 2 


The marae 0 2 0 


Barnardos  0 0 0 


Friends 5 8 5 

Extended family 7 19 5 

Other parents 5 3 6 

The school 27 20 28 


The church 11 16 10 

The Alcohol Helpline 4 3 4 

Personal Help Services 1 1 1 


Citizens Advice Bureau 8 3 8 

Relationship Services 1 0 1 

Toughlove Parent Support Groups 4 8 4 

DARE 5 4 5 

AA 33 26 34 

Books 1 0 1 

ALAC web page 3 1 4 

The Police 11 14 11 

Other 44 52 43 

None 3 2 3 

Don’t know 15 12 15 

Total ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 



Table 160. Utilised sources of support for dealing with teenagers and alcohol 

Q17a. Thinking now about the help and support available to parents dealing with teenagers and alcohol 
related issues. ... Which of these have you actually used?
 Total 

Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 
% % % 

Friends 1 0 1 
Extended family 1 3 0 
Other parents 1 0 2 
The school 3 3 3 
The marae 0 1 0 
The church 1 3 1 
The Alcohol Helpline 0 0 0 
Personal Help Services 0 0 1 
Citizens Advice Bureau 1 1 1 
Toughlove Parent Support Groups 1 1 1 
AA 1 1 1 
ALAC web page 0 1 0 
The Police 0 2 0 
Other 6 9 6 
None 79 74 81 
Don’t know 7 5 7 
Total ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 



Knowledge of  legislationKnowledge of  legislaKnKn tionowledge of  legislationowledge of  legislation

Table 161. Legal age of purchasing alcohol 

Q18. I’m going to ask a few questions now about alcohol and the law.  Do you know how old people need to be 
before they can buy alcohol or be supplied with alcohol in NZ? 

Total 
Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
Less than 18 years 1 0 1 
18 years 98 96 98 
19 years 0 0 0 
20 years 1 1 1 
Over 20 years 1 1 1 
Don’t know 0 3 0 
Total 100 100 100 
Note: Components may not always add to 100% exactly because of rounding. 

Table 162. Situations for under 18 year olds to be supplied with alcohol 

Q19. And do you know if there are any situations where under 18 years old can legally be supplied with alcohol? 

Total 
Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
Correct responses 
When it is given to them by their parent or legal 

guardian 43 30 46 
When it is given to them at a private function (e.g. 

a wedding, 21st birthday party) 11 10 11 
Incorrect responses 
If it is given to them by an older family member 2 0 2 
If it is given to them by an adult 2 3 2 
In a restaurant or café where there is food 8 3 9 
Other 5 4 5 
None/There are no exceptions to the law 15 20 14 
Don’t know 30 41 28 
Total ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 



Table 163. Law on under 18 year olds drinking alcohol in public places 

Q20. And do you know whether under 18 year olds are allowed to drink alcohol away from private premises.  This

means places like public parks, streets, beaches or anywhere that is not privately owned.

Are there any special conditions associated with that?

Are there any exceptions to that? 

 Total 

Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
Correct responses 
They are allowed if they are with a parent or 

guardian 11 9 11 
Incorrect responses 
No, the are not allowed under any circumstances 60 53 62 
Yes, they can under any circumstances 0 0 0 
Yes, they can if they are with an adult (e.g. 

relative, friend, coach, teacher) 0 1 0 
Yes, they can if the alcohol was legally supplied 

(i.e. given to them by their parent or guardian 1 2 1 
Other incorrect response 4 3 4 
Don’t know 26 34 25 
Total ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 

Table 164. Proof of age when purchasing alcohol 

Q21. And do you know what sort of identification is needed as proof of age for people wanting to buy alcohol? 

 Total 
Sample Māori Non-Māori 
n=403 n=200 n=203 

% % % 
Photo ID (non-specific) 43 41 43 
NZ or overseas passport 28 31 27 
NZ photo drivers license 67 71 67 
HANZ 18+ card 23 19 23 
Other 33 36 33 
Don’t know 4 5 4 
Total ** ** ** 
Note: Total may exceed 100% because of multiple response. 
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